




































hatever you ride—you'll look better and ride safer with a 

little help from your nearby Harley-Davidson dealer. 

Put yourself in the picture, with style, as you move out in our 
sleek-fitting Apache leathers. Or practical zip-front vests. Then try 
on that black leather town coat. Class! 
Choose from our line of rugged, specially reinforced riding boots 
and top it off with one of our many distinctively designed helmets 
from half-shell to full face. All kinds of goggles, too. 
For wind and weather protection, plus superb styling, there’s 
the Liberator fairing 
designed exclusively 
for the Electra Glide by 
the Vetter Fairing 
Company. 















More leathers? 
Beautifully tailored Cavalier jackets and pants. Or our 
new, sky-blue Sierra pigskin shirts and pants. 
That's just part of the picture of what Harley-Davidson has 
waiting for you. More clothes, equipment and accessories 
than any other motorcycle manufacturer. See it all at your 





local Harley-Davidson dealer. Then, የ riding 


For those who 
demand the best... 
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ON DYNO TESTING SUSPENSION: 
HOW TO READ THE CHARTS 
AND WHAT CAN BE LEARNED 


EAT-OF-THE-PANTS evaluation is necessary today 

and it will be necessary in the future, because whether 
or not a motorcycle works well in practice is the final truth. 
But, explaining exactly what is happening to component 
parts (like suspension) and then determining whether 
problems can be cured easily, is well beyond the realm of 
conventional testing. 

So, in order to present a clearer picture, we contacted 
Number One Products in Whittier, Calif. Our aim was to 
develop a dyno test for suspension that would be informa- 
tive to the general public and that could be carried out on 
every machine we evaluate. We are now about halfway 
there, and, beginning with this issue, we are presenting 
suspension dyno tests as part of our dirt bike evaluations. 

The dyno charts and basic format will not change with 
future issues, but more comparative data will be included. 

Reading the charts is not difficult, but an explanation is 
nevertheless necessary. The horizontal line extending across 
the chart labeled 0 represents the point at which the 
suspension component changes direction. The portion 
above the 0 line represents pounds of compression damp- 
ing. The portion below the 0 line represents pounds of 
rebound damping. The number of pounds the remaining 
horizontal lines on the chart represent can vary to suit the 
component being tested, but for this example let’s use a 
vertical scale of 10 lb. per division. So, in the case of the 
example, total compression damping is 10 lb. Notice, 
however, the dotted line (above the 0 line) that intersects 
the junction of the arc and vertical portion of the trace. 
The space occupied between the dotted line and the peak 
of the arc represents viscous damping. The space occupied 
between the dotted line and the 0 line represents a 
combination of seal drag and valve response (caused by the 
change from upward to downward movement of the 
suspension component). In this case, static seal drag would 
be 5 Ib. and viscous damping would be 5 Ib. 

As I mentioned earlier, the portion of the chart below 
the 0 line deals with rebound damping. You read it the 
same way, which is to say total rebound damping for this 
unit is 23 Ib. and there is 5 Ib. of static seal drag. 

Ideally, a fork should have 8 to 12 Ib. of compression 
damping, depending on machine weight and spring rate. 
Rebound damping should be approximately 15 percent 
higher than the pre-loaded spring rate. A static seal drag of 
5 to 10 Ib. is acceptable. Rebound damping needs to be 
higher than compression damping because of the effects of 
the spring. Hence, if the example were a front fork, it 
would work well, assuming the spring rate and oil viscosity 
were right for the bike. 

Rear suspension is more complicated. Shocks in a 
conventional position should have 15 to 20 Ib. of compres- 
sion damping. More compression damping is necessary here 
because the rear suspension takes more load. Again, 
rebound should be approximately 15 percent of the spring 
rate with pre-load. 

Forward-mount applications require, in general, more 
compression damping and less rebound. Less rebound is 
necessary to get a faster return of the wheel. (It has to 
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travel farther in the same amount of time than a conven- 
tional system). 

The exact damping characteristics for forward or canti- 
lever mounting can be computed, but it is too complicated 
to go into here. That’s why we have included a remarks 
section with every dyno chart—so that we can explain the 
data and/or problems we find with the various systems. 

Back to the chart. The horizontal scale represents inches 
per division and from this you can tell how far the 
suspension component is being stroked on the dyno. In our 
example .375 in./div. x 4 divisions equals 1.5 in. That 
means the suspension component is being moved 1.5 in. up 
and 1.5 in. down for a total of 3 in. This is also referred to 
as a peak-to-peak displacement of 3 in. 

Frequency is always 2 Hz or 2 cycles per second. This is 
a test standard. One cycle can be described as moving the 
suspension component from 0, or rest, to 1.5 in. of 
compression, back through 0 to 1.5 in. of rebound, then 
back to 0, or rest. 

Velocity equals the rate of change of distance with 
respect to time. 


NUMBER ONE PRODUCTS SUSPENSION DYNO EXAMPLE 
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The data below the chart is self-explanatory, with the 
exception of engagement on fork charts only. Engagement 
is the amount of contact in inches that the stanchion tube 
has with the slider when the fork is at full extension. Three 
in. of engagement is the minimum that is considered safe. 


Therefore, a fork with 3 in. of engagement cannot be 
modified for more travel. Travel can be increased by 1 in. in 
a fork with 4 in. of engagement. 

The remarks section is an attémpt to interrelate the 
dyno data with seat-of-the-pants riding. With that, you get a 
total picture. You find out the why in addition to the how 
well. And that’s exactly what we at CYCLE WORLD are 
here for. 

By the way, street bike dyno suspension testing will 
commence with the December issue. And in January, every 
test motorcycle will also be run on an engine dyno. 
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Marty Smith Sets New Late in the 1975 AMA motocross season, Team Honda rider 


3 Marty Smith won his sixth consecutive National 125cc moto- 
AMA Professional Record. cross event, putting to rest the old mark of four consecutive 
victories. The 18-year-old Smith, on a Honda RC-125, not only 
won six Nationals in a row, he finished first in both motos in 
each of the six victories to sweep each overall win. The high- 
performance Elsinores™ at Honda dealers have the same qual- 
ity and dependability built into them. See them today! 


Enduro Rider Wins South Carolina rider Skip Wyman won his second consecutive 


: : : Southeast Enduro Rider's Association overall championship. In 
Major Championship the process, he's put over 5,500 miles on his Honda LEN ጋረ 
ona Honda. Over mountains, beaches, rivers and swamps. Wyman picked 
the XL-175 two years ago because of its lightness, quickness, 
handling and suspension. He’s riding it again in the 1976 season 
for the same reasons. With the record he’s compiled, it’s hard 

to argue with his decision. 


Holiday Gift ideas at Honda can help make your holiday even brighter with 29 


Honda motorcycles to choose from. Road bikes. Dirt bikes. 
Your Honda Dealer. Bikes for on/off-road riding. For outdoorsmen there are Honda 
Power Products. And for the children there’s the sensational 
new Kick 'N Go’. A scooter was never like this. For gifts under 
the tree there's Hondaline™ riding apparel: touring and off- 
road riding boots, BriteStripe"" helmets, road and MX gloves, 
all-weather riding suits and more. Only at your Honda dealer's. 


Honda GL-1 000 Noted Dubbed the largest motorcycling event in Europe, with over 60 


: member nations participating, the Federation of International 
at International Rally. Motorcyclists this year held its annual rally in Lublin, Poland. 
And for the first time there was a representative from the United 
States, motorcyclist Al Henning of Chatsworth, California. He 
was recognized with a special award for traveling the furthest 
to participate. The bike he selected to go the distance was the 
Honda GL-1000. 


CR's are designed primarily for motocross use and are sold “as is " without warranty. 











` PARTS & 
ACCESSORY 
WAREHOUSE 
312-274-7777 


ACTION 4's * DUNLOP * POWROLL + HOOKER 
HEADERS * VETTER * WIXOM * JEFFREY RADIAL 
CHAINS * LOCKHART OIL COOLERS * YOSHIMURA 


PLUS 
OVER 18,000 GENUINE HONDA PARTS—IN STOCK 


CARR’S HONDA 


6800 N. Clark 
Chicago, Illinois 60626 


Include model, yr., and serial # 
Orders Sent U.P.S., C.O.D. 
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ecce KANG C2 
Another Powroll Performer 


Increase displacement of your Honda 350-4 
from 347cc's to 425cc's. 

Powroll offers a complete range of Bore 
Kits and other related High Performance 
Products for Hondas and Kawasaki 4-strokes. 


Send 50c for Model Information 


or $1.50 for Complete Catalog 
È or See Your Local Dealer. 


P.O. Box 1206 F11 * Shevlin Park Road 
Bend, Oregon 97701 * Phone (503) 382-6395 











CYCLE WORLD is published monthly 
by CBS Publications, the Consumer 
Publishing Division of CBS Inc., 600 
3rd Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016. 
Editorial and Production offices lo- 
cated at 1499 Monrovia Avenue, New- 
port Beach, Calif. 92663, phone (714) 
646-4451. John S. Suhler, President; 
Theodore R. Binder, Vice President; 
Richard W. Adamson, Business Man- 
ager. Reprinting whole or in part 
expressly forbidden except by permis- 
sion of the publishers. Second Class 
Postage paid at New York, N.Y., and 
at additional mailing offices. SUB- 
SCRIPTIONS: U.S., possessions $8.98 
one year, $16 two years and $21 three 
years. Canada and all other countries: 
$2.50 additional per year for postage. 
Canada and foreign countries: remit 
by money order or draft on a U.S. 
bank payable in U.S. funds. Single 
copy: $1.00 in U.S. & Canada. Address 
all subscription mail to: 545 Parkhurst 
Avenue, Marion, Ohio 43302. 


ADVERTISING: See SRDS. Circula- 
tion audited by ABC. ADVERTISING 
REPRESENTATIVES: Eastern: Dennis 
Murphy, 383 Madison Ave., New York, 
N.Y. 10017, (212) 661-4200, Ext. 405. 
Western: Brian Van Mols, Jim Hansen, 
1499 Monrovia, Newport Beach, Calif. 
92663, (714) 646-4451. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Eight weeks 
notice is required for a change of 
address. Please furnish both old and 
new address, with an imprint from a 
recent issue. Address to: CYCLE 
WORLD, 545 Parkhurst Avenue, 
Marion, Ohio 43302. EDITORIAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS are welcomed but 
cannot be considered unless guar- 
anteed exclusive to CYCLE WORLD. 
Photographs should be released for 
publication by source. Not responsible 
for return of unsolicited photographs 
or manuscripts unless accompanied 
by self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Rates on request. 

POSTMASTER: Send Form #3579 to 
545 Parkhurst Avenue, Marion, Ohio 


© 1975 CBS Publications, the Consumer 
Publishing Division of CBS Inc. 


All rights reserved 





HERE IT IS! 
THE NEW JEEP CJ-7! 







መጫ 
.‹መሙ 


ው እ 





& 
M 


កាយ p J 
| 





EVERYTHING YOU ALWAYS 
WANTED IN A CJ... 
AND MORE! _ 








MORE ROOM: Now there's NT NEW HARD TOP AVAILABLE: 
extra room behind the rear ፆ ። 1 You can top off your CJ-7 with this 
passenger seat. Lift the | i 2 sturdy removable hard top that is as 


good looking as it is durable. (Choose 
black or white.) 


NOW AVAILABLE 
WITH AUTOMATIC 
TRANSMISSION: 

The added convenience 
of optional automatic 
transmission is now 
available in a CJ. 

That's big news! 


TOP PERFORMANCE: 


easy opening hatch and 
load 'er up with camping 
gear or cargo. 

NEW METAL 

SIDE DOORS with roll- 
down windows and vinyl 
door trim panels give added 
insulation and extra protection 
from the weather. 

NOW QUADRA-TRAC 
AVAILABLE: Our optional exclusive 
4-wheel drive system gives you exceptional 
control on-road and on the toughest trail CJ-7 has all the get up and go 
—automatically! No need to engage you'd expect to find in a CJ—the most 
the hubs manually. famous 4-wheel drive vehicle in the world. 


Jeep wrote the book on 4-wheel drive 


Jeep 71 CJ-7 


From a Subsidiary of 
American Motors Corporation 








“why spring fora BMW? 








It’s the greatest touring machine you can buy. 
No matter what you call touring." 


Most guys think the man on the left is 
the standard BMW rider. (Hes actually Al 
Reduce, a builder from Guttenberg, N.J.) He 
rides BMW because it's reliable, smooth, 
comfortable. 

The surprise to most guys is that the 
man on the right is also a BMW rider. (That's 
Reg Pridmore, cycle shop owner, Goleta, CA.) 
Reg rides BMW because it's smooth, reliable, 
and goes like hell. Fast enough to win major 
American production races against some of the 
hottest bike/rider combos around. Surely a 
different kind of riding from the type were 
known for. 

How can the BMW be both a great 
tourer, and a great racer? Because it's built to 
our unique design concept: the cycle should be 
built light for handling and performance, simple 
for reliability, and assembled with extreme care. 
Out of this concept came our powerful, yet 


robust flat twin engine, and our legendary 
comfortable ride and shaft drive. And we stick 
to this concept in everything. Call it our German 
thoroughness, if you want. We at BMW have al- 
ways called it the only way to make a motorcycle. 
For example, we not only hand weld our 
frames, but use a unique optical sighting jig to 
align the steering head 
precisely. Only two men in 
our factory are cleared to use 
that jig. And the number 
stamped on each frame is 
coded to the man who 
aligned it. You can bet he 
makes sure it's perfect. 
s Of course, a frame 
dut finished unti its painted. And we want it to 
stay painted. So we sand blast our frames . 
with a very expensive quartz and steel mixture 
to peen the surface, phosphate it for cleanup, 














undercoat, then enamel and bake. The paint 
we spray on will stay on. 

The hand apnd on a BMW is exactly 
that. And the ladies who 
wield the brush take 
pride in their art. So 
much so that they 
usually sign their paint- 
ings. Under the tank. 

We take steps 
you cant see, too. Like 
the elaborate and expensive AL-FIN metal- 
lurgical process. We wanted the heat 
conductivity of aluminum for our fins. Yet 
needed tough iron cylinder bores. Problem is, 
when you put the two together, an oxidation 
layer forms that slows the heat transfer. AL-FIN 
allows us to create a molecularly integrated 
head. So the bike runs cool, and trouble-free. 

Handling depends on weight. So we use 
only alloy rims. They're expensive, but they're 
lighter: giving a BMW less unsprung weight. 

Handling. The calipers on most bikes are 
mountéd ahead of the fork. It's the easiest, 











cheapest way. But it isn't 
the best way. The best way 
is with the caliper behind 
the fork. Because it puts 
the weight closer to the steer- 
ing axis, 50 it steers easier. 
AL: “Okay, that's 
what makes BMW a fine 
machine. But what makes it gun to own is that 
you just know you can get on it anytime, and 
just go. Anywhere. No worries: 
REG: "Well, isn't that what motorcycling's 
all about?" 
See the entire BMW line at your local 
dealer. Look for him in the Yellow Pages. U.S. 
Importer: Butler & Smith Inc., Norwood, N.J. 
07648/Compton, CA. 90220. In Canada, BMW 
Motorcycle Distributors, Ontario, 
Canada. European delivery 
plans available. 
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50 years of building the world's finest motorcycles 

















WELL, GOLL DARN 

Boy, you dumb Yankees shore are 
dull. Why, good ole boy Gene Mitchell 
shore as shootin’ threw out the bait and 
reeled hisself in a poke-sack full! Ha, ole 
Gene has been doin’ that to folk down 
here for nigh on to 13, 14 years, goin’ 
on. Why shoot, ole Gene was just funin’ 
ya. He and his missus, Thelma Lou, have 
been up in arms over lotsa things like 
this. Why shucks, I remember jus’ last 
year, they boycotted the First Baptist 
Church ’cause they was allowin’ Bingo 
on Sunday afternoons. 

As a madder of fact, ole Gene came 
down to the barbor shop and had a 
good ole knee-slappin’ good time tellin’ 
Billy, Jim Bob, Nurd and Slappy about 
how he was gonna really *'get them 
dumb Yankees." Hot damn, Gene, ya 
really done it. 

Yar Muther 
Webster, Texas 


RAINBOW STRIKES AGAIN 


Your Letters column in the April 
1975 issue carried a letter written by a 
Mr. Roger Rainbow in which he com- 
plained of the protruding carburetor on 
his Harley-Davidson. I have also read 
several responses to Mr. Rainbow’s 
letter as printed in your August 1975 
issue. 

Mr. Rainbow neglected to tell you in 
his letter that the "accident" in which 
he was involved with his Sportster was 
occasioned by his running into the rear 
end of a parked automobile! 

George F. Fischer 
Insurance Manager 
Harley-Davidson Motor Co., Inc. 


DON'T GRIPE, DO SOMETHING 


I would like very much to reply to 
Rodney Davey through your magazine. 
He did a good job on you guys, but as 
always, people like him lack the facts 
before making accusations. 

I have been getting CYCLE WORLD 
magazine well over 10 years, and I have 
written proof (your magazine) that 
CYCLE WORLD has always been 
against mandatory helmet laws. 

In his case, I would like to know if 
he has done anything against the helmet 
law. Letters to his Congressman—how 
many has he written? The trouble with 
most people today is that it’s easier to 


complain than to take a constructive 
stand against an issue. Letters to your 
Congressman are effective, and they do 
read them. 

In closing, I wish to thank the staff 
of CYCLE WORLD for putting out one 
of the finest, most informative all- 
around cycle magazines any where. 

James W. Hassel 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 


I would like to ask Rodney Davey if 
his protest against helmet laws has been 
limited to the cheap emotionalism dis- 
played in his letter (August issue), or if 
he's done anything worthwhile? 

Ranting and raving at a magazine 
publisher doesn't do anything but show 
the ranter to be immature and probably 
irresponsible. 

Mr. Davey's letter would have accom- 
plished more had he requested everyone 
write letters to their Congressmen ask- 
ing them to support these two bills: 

H.R.6211—repeals the federal re- 
quirement that forces states to pass 


helmet laws. 
H.R.3869—prohibits the Dept. of 


Transportation from withholding funds 
should a state repeal or not enact its 
helmet law. 

I wrote to all four Arizona Congress- 
men, and received replies from all but 


(Continued on page 14) 
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PACIFICO 


| Aerodynamic shape for increased 


- reinforced polyester resin. 
Sugg. Retail $129.50. 


high gloss acrylic over tough bonded fiberglass. 
Built-in turn signals and running lights. 
New advanced design for superior air 


penetration and rider protection. 
Available in high gloss white or black. 


.42. Suggested Retail $99.50. 


PACIFICO_ 


Classic styling—plus all the advanced 
features of the PATHFINDER fairing. 
High gloss black or white. 
Suggested Retail $99.50. 









performance. Top quality fiberglass 


See your dealer for details or write Pacifico direct. 
Enclose 50¢ to PACIFICO for catalogue, decal and iron-on patch. 


Exclusive laminated construction— 












































PACIFICO Inc. 
Dept. D-18, P.O. Box 348 
Gresham, Oregon 97030 


(503) 665-5254 


Dealer Inquiries 
Invited 


EB REIFIEI «c. 























The Yamaha Enduro is one of the 
most popular motorcycles ever built. 
And here's something that may sur- 
prise you: the average Yamaha Enduro 
owner does 70 to 80% of his riding on 
the street. In other words, riding proof 
that the Yamaha Enduro is a great 
everyday street machine. 

Here are some of the reasons 
why: The Yamaha Enduro is an incred- 
ibly reliable machine. It’s powered 
by the legendary Yamaha two-stroke 
engine. You probably know about our 
record in road racing. Yamaha two- 
strokes have won more big races than 
everybody else put together. What's 
even more important, is that the 
Yamaha two-strokes finish more of 
those races than everybody else put 
together. That's reliability. Proven 


This is the bike the test riders unanimously selected 
as the“best all-round big-bore Enduro? 


U.S. Forestry-approved 
spark arrestor, through 
frame-type exhaust 


90 mm 
of rear wheel 
travel 


Hundreds of thousands of riders ride 








reliability. And isn't that what you're 
looking for? 

The Yamaha Enduros are a 
pleasure to ride. They give you very 
quick response. They're built with 
special lightweight components: the 
DT250 and DT400, for example, 
have conical hubs and lightweight 
magnesium engine side covers. They 
weigh less than conventional bikes of 
comparable horsepower, so they re- 
spond much more quickly when you 
turn on the gas. This not only feels 
good, it’s a positive advantage when 
you pull out to pass. 

The Yamaha Enduros have moto- 
cross-type suspension. Depending on 
the machine, they give you from 75 
to 175 millimeters of front fork travel, 
and 65 to 90 millimeters of rear wheel 


The 1976 Yamaha DT400. 


— —— —— A ጠር. 


Serrated 


7 Thermal Phase 


* oil-cooled rear shocks 





steel foot-pegs 


travel. Granted, you're not going to be 
doing any MX-type riding on the 
street. But that kind of suspension can 
be a very good thing to have when 
yourun into unexpected road hazards. 
It gives you a more comfortable ride. 
And it gives you a more controlled 
ride, because it keeps your rear wheel 
down on the street, where it belongs. 

The Yamaha Enduros are durable 
machines. The frame, the suspension, 
everything down to the last little bolt 
is built to take the punishment of 
off-road riding. There isn't much that 
street riding can do to a bike built 
like that. 

The Yamaha Enduros have Torque 
Inductioré Torque Induction is an in- 
genious reed valve built into the intake 
manifold of the 




















Torque Inductior? 


Yamaha Enduros as street machines. 








from a standing stop. You just ease 
out the clutch and go. This not only 
feels good, it's a positive advantage 
in city traffic. 
Torque Induction also has 

... important advantages when 
youre riding off-road. Because 

it markedly increases the 

low-speed pulling power of 

the Yamaha Enduros, 
© they slog through mud 
or loose sand without 
æ loading up or stalling. 

- Because Torque Induction 
@ markedly increases the mid-range 


Enduro engine. 

During the piston's 
downstroke (see 
drawing), the valve 
closes to prevent 
fuel from blowing 
back into the car- 
buretor. This 
allows the engine 
to breathe more 
efficiently. It v 
markedly increases ` 
the engines low- 
speed horsepower. It 
givesthe Yamaha  , 
Enduros remarkable 
low-speed and mid- 
range pulling power. 
You dont have to coax a 
Yamaha Enduro away 






















| Enduros, they climb hills without 
| screaming for a gear change. 

And that brings us one of 
the best reasons of all for making 
| your next street machine a 
Yamaha Enduro: the Yamaha 
Enduro is also the world's leading 
dirt bike. 

Stop by your Yamaha Dealers. 
Take an Enduro out for a test ride. The 
only hard part is having to bring it back. 











175 mm of 
front fork travel 


21-inch front wheel 








New for 1976: 


The 1976 DT100, DT125 and DT175 have 
new forward-mounted rear shocks. Rear 
wheel travel has been increased to 90 milli- 
meters on the DT100 and DT125, and 88 
millimeters on the DT175. The DT125 and 
DT175 have a new 21-inch front wheel. 
And front fork travel has been increased to 
160 millimeters. The DT125 has an electric 
starter —only off-road bike made that does. 
All bikes (except mini) have new sealed- 
beam headlight. Except for CDI ignition, 
the DT250 has the exact same features as 
the DT400. SD .. Mini-Enduro 
& Amel 0790 











When you know how theyre 
built, you'll buy aYamaha. 





Ask Alex. 








New 18” Low Boy high 
back with built-in Sissy 
Bar. Fits all 1972-75 

Honda 350's thru 7505, 


Kaw 2-1 & KZ-400. 89.50. 


New T&M swing arm. 
The best. Lighter, 
stronger, more rigid than 
any comparable model. 
Fits CR-125, TM-100, 
KX-125, TM-125, YZ-125 
& DT/MX-125. 105.00. 


Helmets De Honda 
Ask Alex for Honda 
color-matched 
helmets. Send us the 
year, model, color of 
your bike, and your 
head size. 32.95. 
Red, blue & grey 
metallic. 32.95. Solid 
colors: blue, yellow, 
orange, white. 26.95. 


Dealers inquiries 
invited, of course. 





For street or dirt...for you or a Christmas 
friend. Ask Alex. He's priced right. He mails 
fast. And it's all guaranteed. 


New seats. The best. In black or brown. 14 gauge 
steel frame with polyurethane foam padding and 
32 gauge vinyl cover! It's on in 5 minutes. 
Includes brackets. (Left) New 10" Low Boy with 
Sissy Bar (GL-1000). Others: 109.50. Alex's 93.50. 





T&M dirt & street pipes. The best. Made 
from 20 gauge steel. More performance, 
less noise. XR-75, 32.95. CR-125, 48.95. 
CR-250, 58.95. YX-80-B, 42.50. Write Alex 
for other models, other prices. 


New Low Boy saddle 
seat (no back). Fits all 
1972-75 Honda 350's 
thru 750's, Kaw Z-1 & 
KZ-400. 62.95. Same seat 


for GL-1000: 89.95. New TAM 125 


radial head. The 
best. Larger fin 
area means faster 
cooling. Fits 125 
& 250 Honda, 
Kawasaki, 
Yamaha Mono- 
shock & Suzuki. 
49.95. 


រ . ALEX’S CYCLE SUPPLY 


fl 14522 Carmenita Rd., Norwalk, Calif. 90650, Phone (213) 921-4328 




















፤ Name_ NN ። = 
Address... — VT ሌው 
0፡1... ረ መቹ State _ __Zip_ 
I Year ... ከ100ዐ|1#. Serial # 5 ረር. 
I| quan ITEM [coton | price | © Money Order 
ere. EB ss erc Raus] Lis ከር ኢው enclosed 
[| | | Check enclosed 
፤ , x ns - Calif. residents 
፪ add 6% sales tax. 
== መመመ: 2២ Send check or 
: Add 5% shipping m money order. No 
TOTAL cash, please. 
[| 
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CYCLETREK 


EAST AFRICA 


Big Game, Beaches, and Bikes 


3-week, 1800-mile motorcycle 
safaris in Kenya for the best 
biking time of your life. Send 
for free, illustrated brochure. 


Afrotrek Ltd. 42 East Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14604 














DISCOUNT GOODIES 
FREE CATALOG 











Kawasaki Honda Glas-pak 
Z-1 900 foam Cross-over 
Cross-over 2 "Drag" Pipes 
"Drag" Pipes CB750 
$69.30 CB500 
CB550 
CB400F 
CB350F 
m $69.30 


JUST A FEW OF OUR BARGAINS! 
TOMBSTONE CYCLE 


Box 3534, Station B 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R2W 3R4 





LI ICRO 


Continued from page 10 


Mo Udall. John Rhodes' office informed 
me that the two bills are to be consid- 
ered by the House Public Works and 
Transportation Committee, so I’m writ- 
ing to them too. 

1 read CYCLE WORLD every month 
because I think it’s the best cycle 
magazine published. I would like to see 
something on sidecars, though. I’ve had 
an Eagle since November 1974, but 
haven’t seen much on sidecars in any of 
the magazines. I’m interested in some- 
thing that would give driving tips and 
maybe a comparison of the different 
units on the market. 

Jerome Powell 
Phoenix, Ariz. 


_ TOP SECRET 


Where do you get all those blurred, 
sneak-preview photos of Honda pre- 
production models? I remember seeing 
those since of the well-rumored Honda 
450 back in 1965, and they all look 
strangely similar. I have a theory that 
somewhere deep within the bowels of 
Honda’s giant industrial complex, where 
the sun never shines, there exists 
through a door labeled “Advance Pub- 
licity" a department which specializes in 
releasing sneaky, shaky photographs of 
new models calculated to titillate that 
center in man’s psyche which responds 
lustingly to the mysterious and unavaila- 
ble. In this way, Honda serves to ensure 
long waiting lines of drooling customers 
in dealer showrooms even before the 
new wundermachinen is Officially 
unveiled. 

Either that, or there is some frus- 
trated CIA agent loose in Japan who 
wearied of the routine assignments of 
wire-tapping, espionage, dirty-dealing, 
assassination plots, etc., and is now 
engaged in the much more challenging 
and important, truly top secret work of 
uncovering some of the world's best- 
kept secrets, namely, new motorcycle 
models. 

Steve Newman 
Pomona, Calif. 


You have a great magazine. And I am 
a new subscriber, having received tre- 
mendous pieces of knowledge from is- 
sue to issue. Now maybe it's my turn to 
do something for you. 

In July's issue of CYCLE WORLD, 
page 34, there's a photo captioned 
*Sneaky and shaky photo of the Honda 
CB550." You've got to be kidding! It 
looks to me to be a Honda GL1000 
“Gold Wing" instead of the CB550. 
Could you have the wrong picture? 

M.C. Cureau 
Archer, Fla. 


(Continued on page 18) 


1975 # +» REYNOLDS TOBACCO CO 


l'enjoy. Isa good cigarette. 
good menthol. And the ru 
boxis right for me., ~ 
I enjoy smoking. 
zin the box is why. 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 


That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. üi ES 2708 
E 19 mg. "ter", 1.3 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette, FTC Report MAR, 75. 





CLEATED FOOT RESTS. 
Kawasaki and Suzuki don’t 
have ’em. 


EMEN 
— ዱ መ Ss 


፦ 


2.8 GALLON 

FUEL TANK. 

A full gallon more than 
Suzuki or Yamaha. And more 
than Kawasaki and Honda, 
too. 


CHROME BORE ENGINE. 
A Harley-Davidson exclusive 
developed to give you extra 
years of riding pleasure. 
OIL RESERVOIR 
IN FRAME. 
Competition just isn’t with 
it yet. 


TIRE SECURITY LUGS. 
Three of the other four 
ain’t got them. 





ምን as 
| | 
n 
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p- (asana 
" 
DR 
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REAR HUB. 


did you last see one 
DT-175, TX-185, F-7 or 
? 








Compare the Harley-Davidson SXT 


With any other bike in its class. 


Theres no contest. 


Let's take a look at five on/off 
road pleasure bikes that cost 
about the same. A Honda XL-175, 
Yamaha DT-175, Suzuki TX-185, 
Kawasaki F-7 and our own 
SX-175. 


At the heart of the matter: 
the engine. Like everybody but 
Honda, ours is a 2-stroke single. 
That's for quick take-off, building 
up rpm's fast. Our SX-175 gets 
peak torque at just 6500 rpm's— 
a truly competitive figure. 

And the SX-175 power plant is 
the only one featuring a chrome 
bore for less wear, longer life. 

That's just for starters. 

Economy is next. About 69 
mpg at a steady 50 mph. Pair 
that with the extra gallon in fuel 
capacity the SX-175 has over the 
Suzuki and Yamaha, and yov’ve 
got a long ride coming. Great 
when you're on the trail out 
nowhere. 

Now, while all 175's in this 
group have oil injection, only the 
SX-175 incorporates the oil 


መና. 
The Great American 


reservoir in the frame. No extra 
tanks to get in the way or 
add weight. 

Apart from the SX-175, only 
two of the others have capacitor 
discharge ignition. How reliable 
can the two remaining ones be? 

And only Kawasaki, along with 
the SX-175, comes with tire 
security lugs. 

Here’s a big bonus. And an 
exclusive. Only the Harley- 
Davidson has a quick change 
ISDT rear hub. A must for 
enduros. And great anytime. 

And when all is said and done, 
remember the SX-175 is a Harley- 
Davidson. That alone says a lot. 

You don't have to look too 
close to see who’s leading the 
pack. And the same can be said 
about every Harley-Davidson 
from the 125cc through the 
legendary superbikes. 

Check these and many more fea- 
tures at your AMF Harley-Davidson 
dealer. He’s in a class by himself. 





Harley-Davidson believes in safety first. Bef&&e you start out, light your lights, 
put on your helmet and watch out for the othr guy. 


[CT TORO 


Continued from page 14 


No, it’s the right picture. But the 


new CB550 was styled after the 
GL1000.—Ed. 
THE SHAFT THAT BINDS 


In your road test of the CB550 Super 
Sport (August '75), you say: “And 
finally, when the engine gets warm, the 
gearshift shaft hangs up, making shifting 
difficult. Apparently there is insignifi- 
cant tolerance somewhere and when the 
engine heats up, binding occurs." 

I own a Honda XLIOOK1 and this 
problem also occurs with my bike. I 
find it very difficult when trying to 
cross an intersection in first gear and 
shifting into second. Binding occurs 
after the engine has heated up. 

A friend of mine also has the same 
problem with his 1974 Honda XL100 
model. He finds it difficult when com- 
ing to a stop sign with the clutch in, 
backshifting into first gear. Actually it is 
still in third or second gear, due to 
binding. Honda do something! 

Jeff Moore 
Dallas, Texas 


MOTOR MAIDS 


I’ve been riding a Honda 350 for 
about four years. I talked to one of the 
guys at the shop where I bought my 
bike. He said he had heard of a motor- 
cycle club for women called the Motor 
Maids, but didn't know much about 
them. I’m interested in joining such a 
club and wondered if you could give me 
information about this group. 

Patricia Fust 
Chicago, Ill. 


Women interested in joining the 
Motor Maids can write to the current 
president, Mary Cutright, at 556 West 
4th St., Chillicothe, OH 45601. Mem- 
bers of the organization feel that it has 
played a major role in promoting. ac- 
ceptance of motorcycles by women and 
the general public. One of the highlights 
of the group's activities is an annual 
convention held in a different U.S. city 
each time. One of the requirements of 
attending is riding a motorcycle to 
wherever the convention is being held. 
—Ed. 


TO THE VICTOR... 


1 am 14 years old, and, although I am 
not allowed to buy a bike, am a great 
enthusiast and try to make all the races 
I can. 





I cannot understand why most high 
schools in the U.S. offer automobile 
drivers' education, but not motorcycle 
riders' education. There are an increas- 
ing number of bikes on the road today 
and many people are buying bikes in- 
stead of cars for better economy. 

Recently I saw the Victor Awards on 
television. Victor Awards are for sports. 
In the automobile racing class there 
were three nominees: Richard Petty, 
John Rutherford and Kenny Roberts. 
Yes, Kenny Roberts! Petty won the 
Victor. I don't see why motorcycle 
racing does not receive its own class. It 
is just inexcusable. After all, as your 
readers will agree, motorcycling is one 
of the U.S.'s foremost sports. 


Mark Jenkins 
Mishawaka, Ind. 


PEDAL YOUR TRIALS AWAY 


Now that we have bicycle MX, why 
don't we move on to step two-trials. 
There would only be a couple of 
changes necessary, better steering and 
more ground clearance. This would be 
perfect for all of us who can't afford to 
buy a real trialer, 


Brooks Booker 
Mayflower, Ark. 


[^s] 
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The New “Cincher” from Circle Industries 


The ultimate one-inch, 2,000 Ib. test tie-down belt is now 
available for those who really want to have the best. 
The manufacturers of Snap Strap and Shur-Release are 
proud to introduce the Cincher. It incorporates all our superior quality 
features with a tension activated spring loaded cinching 
mechanism which allows you to lock your bike so well it will. never 
move unless you want it to. 


Exclusive features include: 2,000 Ib. test nylon webbing e High 
tensile double stitching e Two 3/8” diameter all steel hooks e One 
hook electrostatically vinyl coated for scratch-proof 
non-slip attachment e Available in:brilliant. red or blue 
១ All-weather tested.and proven. 


Just another of the fine quality products from 
Circle Industries. Only $10.95 per pair. 


Send $1.00 for complete 1975 catalog: 


/ 
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; Covers over 200 models from 23 manufacturers, 


?* Troubleshooting * Tune-up + Specifications 


More bike enthusiasts buy more Clymer repair books than 
any other kind. You'll understand why as soon as you check 
Clymer’s up-to-the-minute coverage and easy-to-use service 
procedures. 

There are now 35 Clymer motorcycle books. Each offers 
detailed step-by-step instructions for servicing, trouble- 
shooting, repair, and major overhaul. All material has been 
gathered and edited by top technical writers who are also 
bike enthusiasts. 

Books are available through local motorcycle dealers, book 
stores, accessories outlets — or direct from Clymer Publica- 
tions. 


BMW TWINS, 500-750cc, 1955-1973 .......... (M304) $6.50 
BSA TWINS, 650cc, 1963-1972............... (M302) $6.50 
BULTACO, 125-250cc, ALL MODELS............ (M303) $7.50 
CZ, 125, 250, 400cc, THROUGH 1974.......... (M425) $6.50 
DUCATI SINGLES, THROUGH 1974 ............ (M306) $7.50 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON, ALL 74 ርህ. IN., 1959-1975. . (M420) $6.50 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON SPORTSTERS, 1959-1975 ...(M419) $6.50 


HODAKA, 90 & 100cc, 1964-1972............. (M307) $6.50 
HONDA SINGLES, 50-90cc, 1963-1974......... (M310) $6.50 
HONDA ELSINORES, 125-250cc, 1973-1974..... (M317) $6.50 
HONDA SINGLES, 100, 125, 250, 350cc, 

1970-1974. upraceme ehh nc hne (M315) $6.50 
HONDA TWINS, 125-350cc, 1964-1974 ........ (M320) $6.50 
HONDA SCRAMBLERS, 250-305cc, ALL YEARS ...(M331) $6.50 
HONDA TWINS, 450cc, 1965-1974............. (M333) $6.50 
HONDA FOURS, 350-550cc, 1972-1974 ........ (M332) $6.50 
HONDA FOURS, 750cc, 1969-1974 ............ (M341) $6.50 
HUSQVARNA, 125-450cc, 1966-1972.......... (M423) $7.50 
KAWASAKI SINGLES, 90-350cc, 1966-1974 ..... (M350) $6.50 
KAWASAKI TWINS, 250 & 350cc, 1966-1971. ., .(M352) $6.50 
KAWASAKI TRIPLES, 250-750cc, 1969-1974..... (M353) $6.50 
KAWASAKI Z-1, 1973-1974 . . . . . ............ (M354) $6.50 


MOTORCYCLE 
REPAIR. 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 


MAICO SINGLES, 250-501cc, 1968-1975........ (M357) $7.50 
MONTESA SINGLES, 123-360cc, 1965-1974 ..... (M356) $7.50 
MOTORCYCLE REPAIR ENCYCLOPEDIA ......... (M418) $9.00 
NORTON TWINS, 750 & 850cc, 1961-1974...... (M361) $6.50 
OSSA SINGLES, 125-250cc, 1971-1972......... (M362) $7.50 
SACHS ENGINES, 100 & 12540, 1968-1974...... (M427) $7.50 
SUZUKI SINGLES, 50-400cc, 1964-1974 ........ (M365) $6.50 
SUZUKI TWINS, 125-500cc, 1964-1974......... (M366) $6.50 
SUZUKI TRIPLES, 380, 550, & 750cc, 1972...... (M368) $6.50 
TRIUMPH TWINS, 500-750cc, 1963-1974....... (M382) $6.50 
YAMAHA ROTARY SINGLES, 50-100cc, 

31963-19744. aoe Gh Duet aues aie S QU ለን ደክ ድ s (M389) $6.50 
YAMAHA ENDURO & MOTOCROSS, 

90-59005. 1968-1974... «=. & ew nm hmmm (M409) $6.50 
YAMAHA TWINS, 90-350cc, 1965-1974 ........ (M399) $6.50 
YAMAHA TWINS, 650cc, 1970-1974 .......... (M403) $6.50 
RIDE AND STAY ልዚ]ሃዩ...................... (X910) $2.95 
MAIL TO 


CLYMER. PUBLICATION 


222 NORTH VIRGIL AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90004 
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85 a good time to 


Say hello to Winter 1975.  Br-r-r-r. And thats not too hot for your Kawasaki dealer. In fact, he gets 
Now, anybody who can add 2 feet of snow and 2 wheels real lonely this time of year. 
knows when Old Man Cold. is doing his thing, motorcycle That's where you come in. 


riders arent. All over the country cyclists are sitting around He's caught in the deep-freeze with his prices down. And you're 
laying with their bungi cords waiting for spring to come. in the right place at the right time. Which means, its your 














cold and the deals are hot. He's probably just sitting there trying 
to teach a Z-1 to play rummy and praying for Groundhog Day. 
Oh yeah, don’t be afraid to haggle with him either. But 


AG oe ere 3 ន move. វ on your ស and have some compassion. Its a long, cold winter. 
“get over to your Kawasaki dealer WFO. While the weather's Let the good times snowball. 


-Goodtimes include riding safely, We recommend wearing a helmet and eye protection, keeping lights on and checking local laws before you ride See Yeilow Pages for nearest Kawasaki dealer Member Motorcycle Industry Council 


FINALLY. 


A motor oil good enough for the Honda name. 


In motorcycling the name 
Honda means excellence. Now that 
excellence is found in a motor oil 
by the same name — Honda Motor 
Oil. An oil made to take the 
demands of four-stroke motorcycle 
engines. With OCP — a synthetic 
additive that extends the oil's 
performance over wide ranges of 
engine temperatures and speeds. 
Formulated to reduce combustion 
chamber ash deposits and minimize 
varnish and sludge build-up. An 
ideal multigrade oil for use in a 
wide range of climates. And it 
exceeds all new-car warranty 
standards. So that makes it a great 
choice for you to make whenever you 
want a fine four-stroke motor oil. Ask 
for it today at your Honda dealer's! 


Motorcycle Oil with OCP. 


©1975 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 





Dunstall 


Touring 9. 
Famrmng . ..።- 









Available 
to fit 

Honda CB 750 

Kawasaki 21. 
Suzuki G.T. 750 < 
Yamaha ን 
XS 500 y ; 

: D aes 
A new frame mount Touring Fairing from Paul Dunstall featuring an 
efficient aerodynamic shape, double curvature screen, easily installed frame 


mount hardware, detachable side panels for good accessibility. 





For more information contact . . . 


Paul Dunstall Organisation 
5716 Paradise Drive, Corte Madera, CA. 94925, U.S.A. 


នរ. ee አመመ 
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Readers, as well as those involved in 
the motorcycle industry, are invited to 
have their say about motorcycles they 
own or have owned. Anything is fair 
game: performance, handling, reliabil- 
ity, service, parts availability, lovability, 
you name it. Suggestions: be objective, 
be fair, no wildly emotional but ill- 
founded invectives; include useful facts 
like mileage on odometer, time owned, 
model year, special equipment and 
accessories bought, etc. 


CDI, BUT NOT SEE/DEE 


The letter from Mr. K. E. Blush in 
the Feedback department of your July 
issue of CYCLE WORLD has prompted 
this testimony of concurrence and fur- 
ther observation. 

An excellent evaluation of the Jud- 
son Cycle/See/Dee appeared in the No- 
vember '73 copy of Chopper magazine, 
which I would like to summarize and 
then add to with my own experience. 

As with Mr. Blush's unit, and my 
own, the See/Dee unit installed and 
tested by the editors of that other 
magazine produced no thrilling response 
that the advertisements promised. They, 
however, were able to verify with an 
oscilloscope that there was no differ- 
ence in the ignition waveform with the 
See/Dee unit in the circuit or with it 
disconnected! Their analysis was that 
the Judson Cycle/See/Dee is “a unit 
that fulfills no purpose that we could 
discover, and is seemingly designed and 
marketed to take advantage of the 
growing high-performance field. Product 
Summary: Well-made unit, adequate in- 
structions. Warrantied. In our opinion, 
completely worthless. Our tests show it 
accomplishes exactly what a piece of 
wire does—it conducts current, without 
modifying it in any way. NOT 
ACCEPTABLE.” 

My own experience is the same as 
Mr. Blush’s: the unit does not provide 
“firepower at the plug to match the 
ignition requirements of the engine,” or 
“keep the engine in tune and operating 
at peak efficiency.” These lies are come- 
ons designed to lighten the load in your 


wallet. (Continued on page 24) 


In 1974 the Bultaco SherpaT won 
every major Trials Championship 
in the world. Every one. 


m United States Championship—Lane Leavitt m Spanish Championship—Manuel Soler 
m French Championship—Charles Coutard m Finnish Championship—Yrjo Vesterinen 
m English Championship—Malcolm Rathmell m AT.A. Championship— Bernie Schireber 
m World Championship—Malcolm Rathmell. 





















With more major trials victories than 
any other make, the new Sherpa T can 
make experts into champions, and nov- 
ices into experts! Its winning features— 
precise steering, smooth responsive 
engine, and wide power band—are even 
better than before in the Sherpa T for 
AY, 76. See them at your Bultaco Dealer! 





New frame design for easy access to 
air filter and even more rigidity. New 
gas tank holds 1.7 gals.—almost v2 gal. 
more! 





Bultaco International Limited 
P.O. Box 62547 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23462 






ልዘ new—forged “Dural” aluminum | 
, hub on rear wheels with same chrome „ 8 
៦ ង brake surface as front. Wheels have 
, Shoulderless Akront hardened rims, e 
“ጂ' aluminum spoke nipples, stainless 
ዊ steel spokes. 


T 
T. 
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Sherpa ፐ engine—incredible torque 
that sets the world standard. For '76 
a 28 mm. Bing carburetor adds to the 
smooth power of the champion's per- 


formance. NOVEMBER 1975 / 23 





BIKE BOOTS 


1 


The best you can buy! The Frye Co., in 
Marlboro, Mass., has been famous for 
benchcrafted boots since 1863. They 
make these Bike Boots exclusively for us, 
and they are top quality throughout — a 
full 14" high, in black or hand-stained 
brown cowhide with full leather lining 
and leather pull-on straps. Roomy square 
toe. Solid leather harness strap with 
brass hardware. 

Toes have special overlay cap of scuff- 
resistant black grained bullhide leather. 
Under the arch, there’s a heavy reinforced 
steel shank to stand up under kick-starting. 
Cleated VIBRAM® soles and heels wear 
like iron. 

Order by mail — not available in stores. 
$58.95 per pair, plus $2.50 postage and 
handling. Sizes 6-14, widths B,D,E,EE. 
Sizes 9-10% D available immediately; 
allow 4-6 weeks for other sizes. 


CRAWFORD HOUSE 


P.O. Box 468, Dept. B-45 
Brockton, Mass. 02403 


Please send me pairs of FRYE Bike Boots, 


size/width ,"Color.. — 
| enclose $ Check __ Money Order — 


Or,charge my [9] BankAmericard [] Master Charge 


PSEC PEELE ES 
uo E Sa 


Name 











Street 





City 





State 


SOLD BY MAIL ONLY! 
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PCODBOCK 


Continued from page 22 


The unit does, however, keep the 
points from burning as frequently as 
they would without the unit installed, 
by decreasing the voltage across them 
and reducing the arcing that eventually 
destroys them. The replacement points 
on my 1970 Honda 750 lasted nearly 
twice as long with the See/Dee as the 
original set did without the See/Dee. 
The price of Honda points being what it 
is, this was not an inconsiderable sa- 
vings. To obtain the advantage requires 
one to ride the same motorcycle for 
three or four years, though, so many 
riders would not begin to break even on 
the exchange. The Judson Cycle/See/ 
Dee is therefore a mighty ripoff that 
casts doubt on the many fine capacitive 
discharge ignition products on the 
market. 

Thank you for the opportunity to 
express this opinion. I hope it will aid 
others who might be making a judgment 
toward buying the Judson unit. 

William Douglas 
Arlington, Texas 


BEGINNER'S BIKE 


I am 13 years old and last year my 
father bought me a Honda ST90. We 
looked at Harleys, Suzukis, Yamahas, 
Kawasakis and many others to find the 
right bike for me. We picked the Honda 
ST90 because it had an automatic 
clutch, it was easy to handle, the size 
was right, it had a four-stroke engine, 
and it was quiet. 

I've had the bike for a little over a 
year now and at the end of last summer 
entered a few races. I’ve found that a 
manual clutch is necessary in order to 
win. With the automatic clutch starts 
are slow and the engine screams when 
going up steep hills in first gear. The 
back blinkers stick out too far and get 
banged up and cracked from spills I 
take. The mirrors get loose and fall off 
from rough riding. The hand brake has 
been broken four times and the back 
wheel loses traction in deep sand. 

Two months after I got my Honda 
my father bought an XL125. I started 
riding it this spring and found out that 
riding with a clutch provides more 
power, speed and faster starts. 

The ST taught me how to ride in the 
dirt. It is rugged and  sturdily 
built... all 190 lb. of it. It will also 
take a new riders punishment. I’ve 
taken many spills and the bike came out 
banged up, but nothing I couldn't fix 
myself. The ST will take you on the 
road or trail—wherever you want to go. 
After one or two years you will want a 
bike with a clutch though. 

Adam Kravitz 
Irvington, N.J. 
(Continued on page 26) 


It’s Tough On | Engines, 
Frames And Riders... 








But It’s Toughest 
On Shocks. 
So S&W 
Developed 
The “STROKER” 


The Freon Cell Shock 
Tough Enough To 
Take It! 


Elimination of oil 
foaming 


Elimination of 
cavitation 


Prolonged 
shock life 


Six stage valving- 
three valves in 
rebound and three 
in compression. 


All the advantages of 
a gas-oil shock at a 
price you can afford. 


ሙጨ 


Ask your dealer 


for 


the “STROKER” 


by Monroe 


or write: 
S&W Engineered Products 
Dept. Z-D 
P.O. Box 767 
Downey, CA 90241 









their bikes 
We ship Worldwide 
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MOTOCROSS GLOVES Simulated leather in HANDLEBAR EXTENDERS For all 
black. 4 sizes S-M-L-XL. Pr. $4.95 2 pr $8.49 Hondas. Also fit Z-1 Kawasaki and 
750 Yamaha. Move handle bars 
back to comfortable riding posi- 
tion without changing cables, 
brake hose or wiring. $16.95 






WHEELS OF MAN 
RAIN-PROOF CYCLE LUGGAGE = 






AF-T-RELEASE 
for HELMETS 









Quick release that works like a miniature 
seat belt. Polished metal. Replaces your 
“D” rings easily. $2.49 


MINEOLA ENGINE GUARD BARS 
Protects engine covers on both sides; 
will prevent extensive damage. Easy 
bolt-on installation. For Honda 08750 
thru K5, 750F, CB550, CB500K, 350F. 
$15.49 Set 


All 


Apparel & Accessories HONDA SWITCH-UP KIT Fits all Hondas. 


Move ignition switch up. Do it yourself 
in minutes. With hinged protective cover. 
Mounting bracket, new switch, two keys 






A- Ruck Sack—Adjustable straps, 
fits shoulder or back. Flexible B — Stuffer Bag — 10” diameter, 









sides. 10"x12"x412", Over- 17" long. Holds two helmets and extended harness. List year and model. 
lapping flap for extra weather- and clothing. Travels securely. Complete kit $19.95 
ability. Ree. Yellow, Blue, Wree snap flap Heavy duty k $9.95 = 3 
Black... $9.95 slings. Red, Yellow, Blue, Blac’ ኒ MINI SPOT LIGH zi 28 
High intensity lamp keeps DO-IT-YOURSELF 
0 — Super Stuffer — 21" long, | D— Tank Bag — Straps to Gas tank; cars and trucks away. Uni- TUNING TOOL 
- 12” diameter. All features, plus 1a ca រ map pocket AUR እ mounts; an easy 
“Di ack” pouch. and persona! effects pouch. Heavy duty bolt-on accessory for fron 
AUXILIARY RIDING LAMPS Install on  pPifRY Back” pouch Sline tor take aleng convenience. or rear. Attractive chrome | 4VACUUM GAUGE SET 
license plate mounting bracket. Deep i ፡ j $13.95 Red, Yellow, Blue, Black $14.95 finish. Mini size (17 x2") | ነ" Honda & Kawasaki 
drawn shell projects light 1809 Red ። F and added safety make | 4 Cylinder. With 4 con- 
lens dimension 2"x3" $12.95 pr COMPLETE SET — All four bags in matching colors. these lamps a must. Green | !(01|5016 dampening 
(complete) Red, Yellow, Blue, Black . . . $47.00 or Red. Ideal in pairs. valves. For synchroniz- 





ing carburetors $44.95 






$5.98 each — $11.95 pair 
HONDA-YAMAHA-KAWASAKI 
x: 3 


ed 
n. 















Sm, NEW! GAS CAP LOCK 
Net For all Honda flip cap 

Ñ models, all years. Can 

be used with new fuel 

gauge (Honda only). 

/| Heavy duty. 2 keys. 

fi Easy to install... 

|| Lock and 2 keys $9.95 





E 


VINYL COMP GRIPS COMFORT CUSHION GRIP 
Minimize handlebar vibration. For Hondas. Soft rubber compound, 
Slip over standard grips. cushion design gives added com- 


NEW! COTTER PIN Fits all. Just pull Black only . Set of 2— $3.49 fort, better control. ፪ 

out, adjust chain, snap back in. $1.50 $ Black only. — Setof2 53.29 NEW! FUEL GAUGE Fits 
* 22d “ all Honda flip cap models; all 

years. Also Yamaha '75's (road) 

and Kawasaki '75's (road). Easy 

to install $14.95 













MARQUIS SEAT For Honda 350 & 450 sidehinge; 
350F, 360, 500/550, 750. Also Yamaha 500, 650. 
Covers helmet holders on late model Hondas. Fits 
custom or stock. Durable Naugahyde seat has 14" 
steel reinforced back. No additional support needed. 
1" to 3" lower than standard. 
Black or Dark Brown . . . $89.95 





Also available without back $72.50 


NEW ELASTIC RIDING BELT. 
Fully adjustable with 3 buckles for maximum 
back and kidney support. Zippered change 
pouch. 4 sizes: S-M-L-XL. . . $11.49 UNIVERSAL SADDLE BAGS Fit almost all bikes, over or 
under Seat as removable for carrying. Large ca- 
CABLE LOCK-ALARM pacity. urable Black or Brown Vinyl. 
Greater safety for Set of two $13.95 (Black or Brown Leather $19.95) 
your bike. High- 
decibel alarm goes 
off if bike or cable 
is tampered with. 
Sound carries up to 
1⁄4 mile, for 1 hour. 
Adjustable sensitiv- 
ity. 5 foot armored 












NEW 1976 CATALOG 
Illustrated — many in FULL COLOR! 


($1.50 by Air Mail 
600 anywhere 
Only in the world.) 





HONDA of MINEOLA "rs 
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steel cable is plastic | FREE with any order. 1 (516) 248-5775 
- sheathed. Chrome- 60១5 Fo NAME = = a 
plated steel case. 2፳ 
Powered by batteries ADDRESS = — 2 Que 
(not included). One TTS 
year warranty. Could | city ——————————_ STATE _ ZIP os 
reduce insurance យ 
costs! Year. — — .— — Model # Serial * 3 ES 5 
DUALOCK ALARM $39.95 | == == E 2 
። | QUAN. | ITEM size [cotor ES Ra PRICE a feels 
NEW CYCLE SPAT EM | : w ន |s 
No more ruined | E |e E 
shoes! Cycle spat | < e 5 
protects against 5 E 5 
abrasions, UU. a | , & E 
indenting. One size À የ ፡ | គ ፎ s 
fits all. Genuine wea | s ES." XE 
leather, elastic e 5 z 
straps. Extra strap E» | N.Y. State residents add 7% sales tax Add 5% shipping $E & F 
included. Black or ws j Visit our only retail location የገ Parcel Post Speci : 2 ET 
x ፡ ion. D» pecial Handling & Divy TOTAL 
Brown OSEE FREE GIFTS to out-of-town visitors 1 $150 additional (optional) —— B 
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=.) (205) 837-7801 G2 


5ኛ55 
SUPPLY 55. 


"HAS IT ALL" 
602 JORDAN LANE 
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801 


@) LOWERING BLOCKS RETAIL $16 95 


Lowers Seat Height Approx. 24" 

Uses Stock Shocks 

Makes Suspension Stiffer 

Guaranteed 

Removes Unsightly Gap Between Rear Wheel & Fender 
Show Chrome 

Bike Will Not Bottom-Out Against Fender 

Fits... Hondas and Ka kis 


CN. 


SET BACKS RETAIL $12 95 
Moves Handlebars Back 2" or More ር 
Ride Erect & Comfortable 
Easily Installed, No Changing of Cables, Hoses or Wiring 
Fits. .. Hondas, Yamahas, Kawasakis, Suzukis, and 
BMW & Moto Guzzi 


+ LOCATION 
መሯ 


© EMBRACELETS 
BRACELETS 
$2.95 CHROME 
$3.95 GOLD 
NECKLACES 
$5.95 CHROME 
$7.95 GOLD 
TRIPLE PLATED 
SHOW CHROME TONE 
& 
HIGH LUSTER GOLD TONE 


*BRACELETSe 
Hers (style 25) 6%" #7” #74" #8” eg" 
His (style 35) 7” +7%'' #8? 
eNECKLACESe 
(Style 45) 12” « ] 3" 914” 915” 





Name 

Address 

[111 State 
ITEM QUANTITY DESCRIPTION 


Zip —_— 
TOTAL PRICE 








Alabama Residents add 6% TOTAL PRICE 
D M. 0. Encl. 
០ Check Encl. 
Credit Card # 
Exp. Date 


[3 Master Charge 
៣ Bank Americard 





Bank # 





Money Back Guarantee cwi Free Freight 
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POODBOCK 


Continued from page 24 


COMMUTER SPECIAL 


There is a lot of discussion now 
about "commuter" motorcycles in 
CYCLE WORLD, other bike magazines, 
and among bikers in general. Let me tell 
you my story. 

I have had eight motorcycles in the 
last nine years, and my current bike, a 
1973 TS400 Suzuki, is the best one I’ve 
ever had and is the most solid purchase 
I've ever made. 

I am 6 ft. 3 in., weigh 220 lb., and 
like to be comfortable. The big Suzuki 
Single has three to five inches more 
wheelbase than most of the 250/500 
street bikes. It weighs 50 to 150 pounds 
less than the field of these “‘medium- 
sized” cycles. Atop the comfortable 
seat, hands on the MX bars, I am a ballet 
dancer compared to the loaded, squat 
road hog street Twins on any road with 
corners. 

At 8500 miles I haven’t broken a 
chain or worn out the standard trials 
tires, because the power comes on 
smooth and the bike is light. Changing 
both sprockets for a higher gearing has 
given me 50 to 65 mpg, top speed over 
80, and legal limit cruising at 4000 rpm. 

My Suzuki is a combination of BSA 
Gold Star and Jawa. It’s exciting to ride 
and as reliable as a concrete block. It 
has fouled exactly one plug. 

If you’ve ever cleaned the oil filter 
on a four-stroke Twin, fiddled with 
adjusting two carbs, checked two plugs 
or set dual points, it’s easy to love. One 
plug, one carb, no points, no filter. The 
kind of technology I want is the kind 
I've got... refined simplicity! 

Attention Commuters: The two- 
stroke Single trail bike may be the best 
street bike around, for more than two 
years my Suzuki 400 has been and is! 

Nelson O. Cleavenger 
Riva, Md. 


NOW THAT’S ENTHUSIASM 


I would like to compliment you on 
your fine magazine, and this column is 
one of the reasons I have decided to 
subscribe to CYCLE WORLD. I only 
subscribe to exceptional magazines, and 
thus you rank with two of the finest in 
the country, Popular Science and Popu- 
lar Electronics. 

And now to the subject of this letter, 
a 1970 Yamaha 175.1 doubt that many 
will believe my story, but I assure you 
that it’s all true. The bike just cele- 
brated its fifth birthday and its forty- 
thousandth mile (that’s right, 40,000)! 
No kidding! The bike still starts second 
kick, cold and first kick, hot, just like 
five years ago. The Yamaha is stone 
stock, with the exception of a Bassani 


(Continued on page 28) 





Pewter Buckles (with solid brass hooks to insure 
maximum durability and guaranteed not to break 
off) Curved to fit the contour of your waist. 


Any Pewter Buckle $4.00 


3/$10.00 
Specify Either Antique Solid Pewter (Silver) 
or Antique Brass Finish (Gold). 

Genuine leather belts (black or brown) $5.00 
1%” width, oil tanned & waxed (sizes 26-46) 
Add 50¢ for postage & handling for each 

item ordered. 
Color Catalogue of over 250 Styles -*1.00 
ALL BUCKLES FIT ANY 112" to 2” BELT 


Also Available Special Club and 
Organizational Buckles; Send for Details 


Send To: Alliance American Antique Corp. 
P.O. Box 713, Dept.CW Midtown Sta., N.Y., N.Y. 10018 
— — — — Money Back Guarantee — — — — 


| N.Y. Residents Add 7% Sales Tax. | 
| Enclosed $ __ [|] Check [ M.O. Model * | 

Name | 
| Address 




















| City _________ State ___ Zip _______. 
Master Charge | | Diners ៣ American Exp. | 
Interbank = Gard >> 3. ሬር ም 
| Signature Exp. Date |] 





Don't discover Bell by accident! 


That’s the last way we want 
you to learn just how good 
Bell Helmets really are. 

Learn the easy way by see- 
ing your motorcycle dealer 
and finding out all about Bell 
Helmets. There’s one for your 
individual riding require- 
ments. 

Take the Bell R-T, for ex- 
ample. It covers your head 
with rich, brushed nylon cov- 
ered padding. And it eases 


















your mind with a one-piece, 
non-resilient polystyrene 
foam liner — probably the 
most thoroughly proven im- 
pact-absorber in the industry. 
Then it’s topped with a rug- 
ged, high-impact resin, and 
premium fiberglass shell. 

The R-T comes in twelve 
individualized sizes from 6% 
to 734. Popular colors too! 

Discover Bell now and not 
by accident. 


Bell Helmets — certified by the Safety Helmet Council of America; member, Motorcycle Industry Council. 








YAMAHA 


COMPETITION 
FORK KIT 


HONDA 


FORK KITS 


e SUPERB DAMPING 
e BETTER CONTROL 


e Nearly 9 Inches Travel 


e INCREASED TRAVEL e Complete Damping Mod, 


១ NO FINER FIX Including Springs 
e Minimum Loss of 


T NO. H101 
idis Engagement 


Honda CR 250 


XL 250 Fits 125 YZC, 250 & 400 CC 


Monoshock MX & Enduro 
XL 350 (1975) 


MT 250 





KIT CP9 


$3995 


(Add $1.50 for shipping 
& handling; Calif. 
residents 696 sales tax) 


LIST 52995 


(Add $1.00 for shipping 
& handling; Calif. 
residents 6% sales tax) 


(T8. 9 «c—— 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 


Number One 


Products Inc. 
8210 So. Sorensen, Santa Fe Springs, Ca. 90670 


FREE CATALOG! 
WRITE TODAY — 


When you write us about your subscription 
—please be sure to attach the address label from the wrapper 
of a recent copy of CYCLE WORLD. 
Mail to: CYCLE WORLD, 
545 Parkhurst Ave., Marion, OH 43302. 





A CAREER WITHOUT COLLEGE? YES! 
Become a Motorcycle Mechanic! 


Approved for Veterans Training — YOU'RE NEEDED NOW! 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE INSTITUTE 


1445 Skytrooper Road, Daytona Beach, Florida 32015 
Call FREE 1-800-874-0645 


Fla. Residents Call Collect 904/255-0295 


American Motorcycle 


Motorcycle Industry 
i Association 


4 ENGINE LAB መ 
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pipe, and is every bit as fast as anything 
in its class. 

Ready for some more unbelievable 
facts? In the 37,000 miles that I have 
owned the Yamaha, I have fouled three 
spark plugs. The first one, in March 
1973, was due to some very poor 
quality, heavily leaded gas. The last two, 
which fouled recently, I blame on poor 
quality two-stroke oil. (I found sludge 
at the bottom of the cans, and this is a 
nationally known brand!). Now all my 
oil spends at least a week in a glass 
bottle before it is used. 

In those 40,000 miles, only four 
parts have broken without provocation 
from an accident (excluding cables and 
light bulbs). At 7000 miles a ring broke, 
destroying the piston and requiring a 
bore to first oversize. At 10,000 miles 
the muffler vibrated apart and was 
replaced by the Bassani. At 14,000 
miles the fifth gear pinion broke, caus- 
ing loss of third gear. And at 25,000 
miles the kickstart gear behind the 
clutch broke, which was replaced with 
the 1971 gear set, larger and stronger 
than the original. 

The only chronic problem I have 
been unable to cure is a leaky float bowl 
on the otherwise troublefree carburetor. 
The usual parts have worn out and been 
replaced (pistons, rings, chains, sprock- 
ets, etc.), but the clutch is the weak link 
in the chain. It seems to slip no matter 
what is done to it. The slip is not bad, 
but it is irritating to know it’s there. 

There are very few design flaws in 
the engine (the clutch actuating mech- 
anism is easily damaged if the chain 
comes off, the points are hard to get to, 
and the intake noise is excessive), and it 
can be completely rebuilt with very few 
tools. The only other major flaws that 
interfere with my type of riding (play 
biking) are the front and rear suspen- 
sion. A set of used Konis fixed the rear, 
but I am still suffering with the front. 

A word about front fenders. I fail to 
see the necessity of a high front fender, 
other than the unsprung weight prob- 
lem. Here in Mobile we have one of the 
highest rainfall rates in the country, 
and, consequently, a LOT of mud. The 
front wheel has only locked up once, 
due to mud between the wheel and fork 
tube. The stock low fender causes no 
problems and keeps me cleaner than a 
high fender. 

I would like to pass on a few 
improvements 1 have found. After re- 
placing several sets of front fork seals, I 
discovered that two seals in each leg 
cured the problem completely. The seals 
can be purchased from Suzuki for about 
half the price Yamaha charges. If you 
have access to a well-equipped machine 


(Continued on page 30) 








At Last! | 


And Ready for Immediate Delivery 






















CAST ALLOY 


The road show you’ve been waiting for is here—and P EN រូ i 


you’re going to be the star. Sleek, modern, aluminum- A 
alloy.wheels from Lester. Next to these, wire spoke wheels NC 
are kid stuff. But looks are only half the story. Their 
construction is superb. Sophisticated l-beam design. 

Rugged alloy, heat-treated to aircraft specifications. And 

the mounting’s a breeze—you need no adaptors, disc 
brake conversion kits or special fittings. Wheels include 
original equipment type bearings... and they’re 
engineered for tubeless tires. 


$29750 


> 
a pair complete 
Front Wheel :...$125,00 ፡ 
Rear Wheel... .$172.50° 7 
B.M.W. and Honda Gold 
Wing Slightly, Higher 
F.O.B. Bedifra Mis Ohio 













ted | 
3rochure \ : 


SUPERBIKES NEED 


THE SUPER POWER PACK. 


Today’s superbikes deliver enough torque to 
stretch and wear ordinary chains and sprockets 
quickly. But not the SUPER POWER PACK. 
Thanks to the DENSELUBE SUPERCHAIN, the 
world’s only self-lubricating motorcycle chain 
and the revolutionary NYLOPLAS SUPER- 
SPROCKET. 


On the street, on the track, an unbeatable 


combination. 51 records 
prove it. Ride it! 











CR125M Crankshafts ......... 
Elsinore (All) Fork Boots (pr.) 
BIk., Red, Yellow, Blue 
"75 ០៨125 Air Cleaner AsSy'S -....----- 
Conversion for '74's 
DK Translucent Fenders 
Front ............ 9.95 Rears ............ 
CR125- CR280 
Arm Bushings (pr.) ... 
CR125 Mikuni Air Boots . 


HONDA PARTS 


One of the largest stocks in U.S.A. 
AT LIST PRICES 





Please Write for Additional Information 


JACWAL 


of Motor Sport Accessories 
13310 Mapledale 
Norwalk, California 90650 
(213) 921-0406 





MOVE INTO FALL 
ON A MOTORCYCLE 


PARTS , 


TRIUMPH œ 






17.95 SUZUKI 


BSA 


Send Model # Frame # Engine # to 


ORANGE COUNTY HONDA 


1630 W. Chapman Ave. 
Orange, Calif. 92668 








71-2 Church Street 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 


Touring 
Accessories 


Designed and built without short 


cuts, Casler Touring Accessories add 
to the total performance of your bike. 


Fairings, saddlebags, travel trunks, 
luggage racks, sissy bars and pads, 
universal foot pegs, safety bars, 
twisted highway bars, mufflers or 
air filters; Buy any Casler Performance 
- Product and you'll know the difference. 


For complete product information send 50¢ to 
Casler Performance Products, 1031 W. Brooks St., 
Ontario, California 91762 
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CORPORATION 


Manufacturers/Importers/Distributors 













SPA CITY CYCLE CENTER 
(Number One in the Northeast) 
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shop, then a Honda CL100 rear 
sprocket (about $4.25), can be adapted 
to replace the $16 Yamaha sprocket. 
Also, the combination of a Champion 
Gold Paladium spark plug, quality two- 
stroke oil, and unleaded gasoline is 
unbeatable in my Yamaha. I bought my 
first Champion in January 1973, used it 
for 16 months and 12,000 miles, and 
replaced it from force of habit. It now 
functions as a spare plug, and I can 
detect no difference in performance 
between the old and new plugs. 

There are other advantages to the 
Yamaha other than its fantastic reliabil- 
ity. The local Yamaha shop stocks 95 
percent of the parts I have needed over 
the years, which is nice because I'd 
rather ride than wait for parts. The 
Yamaha is very easy to ride, and with it 
I’ve had the pleasure of introducing’ 
about 20 people to motorcycling. 

Ill probably put 10 or 15,000 more 
miles on the Yamaha, then I may 
restore it to its original shape and put it 
in my living room. My next bike? A 
Yamaha, of course! 

Pat Coleman 
Mobile, Ala. 


WILL ALWAYS BUY A BUL 


After having been a Yamaha owner 
for years, I recently purchased a 1974 
Bultaco 250 Alpina. Of course, I can 
not say enough about the Bul; however, 
the circumstances surrounding the pur- 
chase are something I must comment 
on. 

A friend of mine called me one day 
to tell me about a Bultaco dealer who 
had closed his dealership. The finance 
company that was holding the floor 
plan was offering several bikes for sale 
at greatly reduced prices. Sure enough, I 
was able to purchase a brand new Bul 
for about half the retail price. The 
speedometer was missing, but I thought 
who could complain, at the price I 
bought the Bul for, I could afford to 
purchase a speedometer. I wrote Bul- 
taco International, Virginia Beach, Vir- 
ginia, and asked them to send me a 
speedometer C.O.D. I briefly told them 
the circumstances. They sent the 
speedometer all right . . . free and post- 
age paid, along with a price catalog, 
special books, etc. I couldn't believe it. 
But that's not all. They forgot to send 
the cable, so I wrote them again, and 
dsked them to send the cable C.O.D. It, 
too, came free and postage paid. I was 
overwhelmed, needless to say. 

As long as they build motorcycles, I 
will own a Bultaco, if for no other 
reason than for this excellent experi- 


ence. Robert D. Bray 
o Franklin, Tenn. 


HE AMA has added 

another nice feature to 
its deal for members. Quality 
Inns International has taken 
on the AMA as a participant 
in its Corporate Guarantee 
Rate plan. Just show your 
AMA card and get the same 
discount all those traveling 
salesmen get. Any Quality 
Inn that is using the CGR 
plan will give you a discount 
if you are not part of a group 
function and are traveling in- 
dividually. Call the AMA, 
(800) 323-5252 for reser- 
vations. 


9: the big eye in the 
sky, has really gone all 
out for motorcycles. Well, at 
least ““CBS Sports Spectacu- 
lar" has. In August it tele- 
vised the Superbowl of Moto- 
cross that was held the month 
before in the Los Angeles 
Coliseum. It was fantastic, 
and not just because I was a 
part of the program. 


Ken Squires, producer of 
many of CBS Sports best 
programs-like the World 
Speedway finals in Sweden 
and the feature on Kenny 
Roberts—asked me to partici- 
pate in the commentary. You 
didn’t get to see much of me, 
which is probably the best 
thing. Later on, CBS Sports 
broadcasted the AMA Na- 
tional road race at Laguna 
Seca. I got a little more expo- 
sure on that one. While at 
Laguna Seca, Squires also 
shot the feature on sidecar 
racing. Both ran in the fall. 

I’m trying not to be per- 
sonally biased, since CBS 
Publications is a part of the 





same company, or because 
they used me in the broad- 
cast, but they are doing a 








NOTHER American rider 
Europe, or England really. He’s Scott Autrey, the 


marvelous job 
motorcycle 
exposure. 


and giving 
racing great 


Photo by B.R. Nicholls 


is making 


a mark in 


speedway ace. He rode his first grass-track event recently 
for the Exeter speedway team. Scott found four laps of the 
1000-meter (approximately 3300-foot) course at Ludlow in 
Shropshire very tiring. He says he discovered muscles that 
he had forgotten about while racing speedway. 

Mechanical problems kept Scott out of.the running, but 
he proved himself a top grass-track competitor. Riding for 
the Exeter team with an average of about 10 points out of a 
possible 12 per race, makes him a valuable back-up man for 
Exeter number one, Ivan Mauger. : 

Scott also has a fan club. His greatly-improved riding 
indicates that he could become the best American cinder- 
track star since Wilbur Lamoureux. It would be great to see 
the Stars and Stripes at the Wembley final this year. 





RD-UP 


BY JOE PARKHURST 





Dave Despain, the Ameri- 
can Motorcycle Association's 
public relations manager, was 
the main announcer. It is nice 
to hear knowledgeable com- 
ment from someone who 
knows so much about what is 
going on at an event. Dave 
comes across very profession- 
ally, making the coverage all 
the more informative and ac- 
curate. Watch CBS Sports 
next year, it will feature a lot 
more bike coverage. Whether 
I wil be part of it is not 
important. It hopes to cover 
as many as six events in 1976, 
including the Superbowl and 
Laguna Seca again. Excuse 
me, my agent'scalling.... 


OSTALGIA, I’m told, is 
a form of romanticism. 
If that's true, I am a roman- 
tic. Having been weaned on 
four-stroke Singles has made 
my life miserable at times. 
Especially in the past decade 
of my motorcycling life, in 
which I've found myself sur- 
rounded. by hot bikes of the 
two-stroke generation. For 
years the four-strokes were all 
too heavy and underpowered. 
Modern design techniques 
and lighter alloys have 
changed that. 

We now have 350 to 500cc 
four-stroke Singles that weigh 
about the same as the average 
two-stroke 400 bullets. Power 
is still a problem if they must 
run against two-strokes, and 
we may never see a successful 
four-stroke motocrosser. Yet 
Alan Clews in England has 
built versions of his CCM on 
which guys who know-like 
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ROKON 340 MXII 


፳ DO YOU KNOW what the reac- 
tion is froma person who is advised 
to buy a Ford if he or she is a 
Chevy fan? How about yourself 
when someone mentions sashimi 
and you happen to be exclusively a 
steak and potatoes advocate? The 
general response in both cases is 
usually a full-blown argument, even 
if the Chevy fan hasn’t driven the 
car that outdoes the Mercedes (as 
the commercial would have us believe anyway), or tasted one 
of the finer Oriental delicacies. 

But switching automobile marques and eating raw fish 
aren’t the only new alternatives to which people close their 
minds and double lock them. It happens with motorcycles too. 
And chances are we’re just about to catch you at it. 

Let your imagination wander ahead to a time when Huskys, 
Maicos and other factory team bikes will have automatic type 
transmissions. No shifting. You'll just twist the throttle and 
go. À common bike by then—perhaps even the one at the 
forefront of off-road competition—will be the Rokon. Why? 
The answer is obvious. Rokon will have been doing it longer 
than anyone else. In fact, you don't even have to wait for the 
future, the Rokon "automatic" is already here. 

And this is where we catch you. “But an automatic isn't 
any good," you're about to say. Now wait a minute, don't 
make the same mistake as the masses. Try it, read about it, and 
make your mind up for yourself after learning the facts. If 
you're the kind of person who already has his mind made up 
and doesn't want to be confused with the facts, you'll 
probably stop reading right here. But if you're receptive 
enough to a new idea to want to know more, you've probably 
already read our test of the RT340 Enduro in the July '75 
issue and are just about to find out what we have to say about 
the new Rokon MXII. 

Like any and all bikes on the market, the RT is not perfect, 
and we pointed out the flaws as we saw them. But one thing » 
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Potentially perfect suspension, but 
enough machine weight to be a burden 
on the rider. 





ROKON កាយ 


that truly impressed us was the Salsbury torque converter that 
smoothly transmits the horsepower at the crank to the rear 
wheel. In our estimation it is a method of future drive that can 
be had now. 

The Rokon MXII is a much improved version of the 
American-built automatic. Notice the word built rather than 
manufactured. Rokon uses bits and pieces from suppliers 
outside the U.S., as well as certain components from this 
country. The engine is produced in Germany by Sachs, the 
forks come from Betor in Spain, the variable ratio torque 
converter is made by an American company, as are the brakes. 
All of this paraphernalia is then shipped to Keene, New 
Hampshire, where it is assembled for sale. 

Designed with one purpose in mind, motocrossing, the 
MXII is far superior to the enduro version in all respects. The 
most noticeable improvements are in the chassis. It doesn't 
take a sharp eye to see the liberal use of gussets at possible 
stress areas. Frame tubes are joined together with quality in 
mind, not quantity. Each and every weld offers good 
penetration and a smooth, good looking joint. The frame is 
finished in a metallic silver-gray. We have used our steam 
cleaner on the bike several times and have not had the paint 
flake off as is the case with some bikes. 

In addition to the gussets, the frame also differs from the 
RT in weight distribution and steering geometry, which makes 
it turn faster and steer more precisely. The bike is suspended 
at both ends with what are theoretically the ideal forks and 
shocks. As we found out on the track, however, that isn't 
quite the case. A quick trip to the Number One Products 
shock dyno reaffirmed our suspicions after the track test. 

With the early Betor forks chances were pretty good that 
after several hundred miles seals would be worn out and start 
passing oil. It appears that, in an effort to avert this problem, 
subsequent fork units use modified seals. This was necessary, 
but it poses more problems than it solved. Actual measured 
seal friction is 20 Ib., which is too much. In comparison, most 
bikes average about 10 Ib. when new; this decreases to about 
five after a break-in period. 

So, this is what we have. When the wheel moves across 
ripples and braking bumps, not enough force is generated to 
work the forks, so all of the shock is taken up by the rider's 
forearms. In an effort to correct this, light springs (at least for 
the weight of the bike), are used with a very thin oil, perhaps 
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ATF. This almost makes ripples bearable, but what happens 
over the larger bumps? 

The damper rod has been designed for a heavier weight oil, 
something in the neighborhood of 20 or 30 weight. When a 
large bump is encountered, the oil flows freely through the 
damping passages; at the same time the springs, which are light 
to begin with, offer little resistance to compression, and the 
forks bottom out. 

This oversight can be rectified by removing the seals and 
throwing them as far as possible. Replace them with any one 
of the many accessory pieces available. Also dump the watery 
liquid that is passed off as damping oil, refill the forks with a 
heavier weight oil and fit 25- or 27-lb. springs. The ratio of 
compression to rebound damping will remain the same, which 
is good, but the seal friction will not be an adverse aspect any 
longer. í 
As for the rear end, things work great. Red Wing gas/oil 
shocks now come as standard equipment on the MXII. We 
were given a pair of these for a product evaluation several 
months ago and fitted them to a Husky modified to the 
Mikkola Replica specifications (cantilevered). Results were 
positive. We found the same to be true with the Rokon. After 
long periods on the track, we did not notice any decrease in 
the damping rate. For the weights of our test riders the springs 
were adequate; however, it was necessary to run with the 
preload in the highest notch. The only recommendation we 
can make regarding that is to fit heavier springs that allow 
more latitude of adjustment. 

One advantage of the gas/oil shocks is their capability of 
being mounted upside-down. This reduces unsprung weight. 
But because of the type of mounts on the Rokon, this method 
of mounting is impossible; there just isn't enough clearance. 

Common methods of preventing tire spin while braking or 
accelerating include using rim locks or screws. Rokon uses 
neither. Instead, the Sun rims utilized are made with “tits” 
inside that bite into the bead area of the tire. This method aids 
in fast tire changes. The front axle does not screw into either 
fork leg, but is retained only by pinch bolts on each leg. 

Kelsey-Hays manufactures the brake components found on 
the Rokon. Another first for this American bike is the disc 
brakes used on both wheels. The front caliper is mounted to 
an arm attached to the fork leg. The caliper is allowed to float 
and self-center when the brake is applied. 

Some people will say that the master cylinder is in a 
vulnerable place on the handlebars. This may be the case if one 
has a habit of tipping over, but if the two wheels stay under 
bike and rider where they belong, then things are fine. The 
master cylinder is made by the same manufacturer that 
provides them for Honda. 

One thing we must caution Rokon owners about is routing 
of the brake hose. We had a problem with the front hose 
working its way around the fork leg and rubbing against the 
tire. Before long there was a hole in the hose and no brake. 
After picking up another hose, installing and securely attach- 
ing it to the fork leg (this time for sure), we had no further 
troubles. 

Because of hydraulic leverage, it is possible to cut an inch 
or so off the brake lever to protect it somewhat from possible 
crash damage. There is still plenty of room to get two fingers 
on the lever, and that, afterall, is all that's needed. | 

After several hours of hard riding the rear brake became 
difficult to use. It was like a switch, on or off, and required a 
maximum of effort to operate. The trouble was quickly traced 
to the stationary puck that was no longer content to stay put. 
Actually, the screw that holds it in place with the caliper 
backed out, allowing the puck to rotate and finally wedge 
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between the caliper and disc. By disassembling the caliper, 
using a locking liquid on the screw threads, and putting the 
brake back together, the problem was solved. 

The basic engine layout and pieces of the MXII are similar 
to those used in the enduro version. The power plant is a 
single-cylinder, air-cooled two-stroke. In an effort to reduce 
friction and heat and improve performance, the piston is fitted 
with only one ring. In addition to the conventional intake, 
transfer and exhaust ports, there is a boost port just above the 
intake. As the piston reaches BDC, a group of holes in the 
piston open this port and the last bit of fresh gas is forced 
from the lower end to the combustion chamber. 

We asked Rokon to furnish us with a bike equipped with a 
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(1) Set Rings 

Rear Shocks (each) 
Front Hub 

Rear Hub 
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Condenser 
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Carburetor 
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cylinder ported to its hop-up specifications. This involves 
raising the exhaust port, opening up the intake to match the 
optional 44mm carb and cutting the intake skirt of the piston. 
A different exhaust is also available as an option. 

A deficit of 17500 is a lot to be giving away against 
500-class competition. The standard 340 will run with the 360 
Bultaco Frontera but wouldn’t stand a chance against a full 
race bike in that class. Why not sell the MX with the trick 
porting? The answer has to do with the number of parts that 
must be inventoried. At this stage of the game, only one 
cylinder must be kept in stock instead of two. 

The trick port job is necessary if the MXII is going to be 
pitted against the "big boys" on the track. And if the optional 
pipe and carburetor are going to be used, prepare yourself for 
laying out another $140 in addition to the port job that will 
cost at least $30. That isn't all; yet another area must be 
modified before all that horsepower can be used: the torque 
converter. 

The torque converter is the odd-looking set of pulleys 
attached to the left side of the power plant. Here is how it 
works. The drive and driven pulleys are connected by means of 
a toothed belt. From idle speed up to 2749 rpm the drive 
pulley spins on the end of the crankshaft while the belt 
remains loose. At 1750 rpm the outside ramp of the drive 
pulley moves in toward the engine, and at the same time 
begins to spin the belt. The belt turns the driven pulley. As the 
speed is increased, the diameter of the driving pulley increases, 
which, in terms of effect, is like changing from a 14 to a 
15-tooth countershaft sprocket, and so on. 

Before the hop-up kit can be used, the converter rollers and 
springs must be replaced with stronger ones. This costs 
approximately another $20. These parts increase the engage- 
ment speed by 1000 rpm. 

The casting that fits next to the cylinder on the right side’ 
of the engine has been removed on the race version. This cover 
housed the regulator and the wiring connections for the lights 
on the enduro bike. It has now been machined off and the 
resulting hole covered by a flat piece of aluminum. 

With the casting removed, the starter housing has been 
rotated 90 degrees, thus keeping the starter handle out of the 
way of the rider's knee as he slides forward on the seat. At 
best the starting procedure is awkward, more so than before. 
To start, stand on the right side of the bike holding the 
throttle and brake lever with the left hand. Pull the starter 
rope with the right hand while holding the throttle open 
slightly. Perhaps the one redeeming factor is that one or two 
pulls of the starter rope are all that it takes to start the engine. 

On the opposite side of the starter housing is the flywheel 
magneto that furnishes spark to the engine. The cover is 
installed with a bead of silicone rubber to seal the ignition 
parts from moisture. 

Seating is high to accommodate the 8 in. of travel at the 
rear end. Once in motion, we didn't notice the height. 
Standard rubber is by Carlisle, a 3.00-21 in front and a 4.00-18 
in the rear. A 4.00 seems small for a 500-class bike but it's 
perhaps the widest 4.00 around. The actual width is greater 
than that of most 4.50s. Following the MX is like being behind 
a 450 Maico; it can really throw the dirt and rocks. 

Frequent checks for loose spokes proved a waste of our 
time. We were surprised to note that they didn't need 
retightening once. The rigidity of the Sun rims is somewhere 
between that of the shoulderless Akronts and D.I.D.s. 

Power characteristics of the engine are a little deceiving at 
first, attributable to an ever-so-slight lag in the torque 
converter before it couples up with the engine. Once we got 


the hang of it, power could and had to be applied sooner than > 


ROKON 340 MXII 


SPECIFICATIONS 
List price 
Suspension, front telescopic fork 
Suspension, rear swinging arm 
Mire 914 ន 3.00-21 
Tirezreap 2... cae យយ 4.00-18 
Engine, type two-stroke Single 
Bore x stroke, in., mm ...3.071 x 2.756; 78 x 70 
Piston displacement, cu. in., cc 20.4; 335 
Compression ratio 13.0:1 
Claimed bhp @ rpm. . 37 @ 6500 (std.), N.A. (kit) 
Claimed torque @ rpm lb.-ft. 

28 @ 6000 (std.). N.A. (kit) 
Piston speed @ rpm ft./min. ...... 3674 @ 8000 
Carburetion . 38mm (std.), 44mm (kit) Mikuni 
Ignition flywheel magneto 
Oil system i 
Fuel capacity, U.S. gal 
Recommended fuel 
Starting system 
Air filtration 


approx. 


premium 
recoil, pull-type 
oil-wetted foam 


POWER TRANSMISSION 
Clutch 

Primary drive 

Final drive 

Gear ratios, overall:1 


centrifugal 

Salsbury variable ratio 
530 single-row chain 
27.0 to 6.25, variable 


ANNON 
Wheelbase, in 
Seat height, ទន ខយ 35. 25 
Seat width, in. ን 
Handlebar width, in 
Footpeg height, in 
Ground clearance, in. 
Front fork rake angle, degrees 
ជះ យយ 4.75 
Curb weight (w/half-tank fuel), Ib 
Weight bias, front/rear, percent 


SUSPENSION DYNO TEST 
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Remarks: Damping in this Betor fork is unusual in that 
seal friction is inordinately high, and thus dampens 
considerably more than the viscous forces that are 
usually the prime damping factor. The result is that the 
forks bind over small bumps and bottom over large ones. 
The solution is to install a freer seal (such as a universal) 
and an oil with more viscosity than the ATF originally 
used. This should both free the forks from binding and 
restore proper viscous damping. 
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REAR SHOCKS 
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Red Wing gas/oil shock with 28 15. 


Remarks: The rear wheel on this bike has an average 
mechanical advantage on the shock of 2.3:1. To work 
properly, a shock mounted with a mechanical advantage 
this high must have higher damping forces than a conven- 
tionally mounted: unit. In the Rokon application, the 
Red Wing shock characteristics are excellent, and ride is 
comparable to that of a G.P. Maico with the advantage 
of two additional inches of travel. For riders over 160 
Ib., however, we recommend a heavier spring. 


Tests performed at Number One Products 
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ROKON MXII 


on a conventional bike when coming out of a corner. And 
come out it will. During the course of our test, we encoun- 
tered many different track conditions ...everything from 
drenched to parched. That 4.00 tire gets hold of the ground 
and slingshots the MX into the next corner. 

The so-called best line happened to be anywhere we were 
on the track. With improved steering geometry and weight 
distribution, any line could be changed at will without fear of 
having the front end wash out. Steering is similar to that of a 
Maico; the Rokon is precise and can be steered around any 
corner or bounced off a berm with the back sliding sideways. 

Jumping and crossing up in the air can be done with relative 
ease, even though the bike weighs in at a hefty 256 lb. 





Improving the forks will make the Rokon a perfect bike to 
ride in short MX races, but after 30 or 45 minutes its weight 
will tire even the toughest. On the other hand, this bike would 
make an ideal desert sled. Its ease of operation and plush 
suspension lend themselves well to the wide-open spaces. Even 
as an enduro bike the weight isn't out of the ball park. 

Now that you've listened to our test impressions, the next 
step is to take your own test ride before you make up your 
mind about "automatic" motorcycling. And by the way, at 
dinner tonight . . . don't order the steak and potatoes again. 
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F MALCOLM RATHMELL 
thought he had it rough 
last year, when the only other 
rider in contention for the 
World title was Finland’s Ulf 
Karlsson, this year has become 
even tougher. Last season 
* Rastus" and Karlsson battled 
right down to the wire. For 
a while, it appeared as though 
the lanky Swedish Montesa 
rider was going to prevent 
Malcolm from earning his 


World title—a title that he had 
been waiting in the wings for. 


+ Gene Dwiggins, Doug Mallor, Paul Webb 
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He waited until the end of 
Sammy Miller’s domination, 
then he waited for Mick 
Andrews to hit a cold streak, 
and just when it looked as 
though he was going to have 
an easy time of it, up pops a 
virtual unknown and damn 
near pulls an upset. 

This year, Karlsson’s per- 
formances have not been as 
strong as before. Besides, his 
former nemesis, Rathmell, has 
joined him on the Montesa 
marque, riding the 310cc Cota 





348 six-speed prototype that 
will soon be in production. 
But others have come into the 
picture to once again make 
things difficult for the blond- 
haired, blue-eyed Briton. 
Martin Lampkin, who pick- 
ed off the Championship in 
1973, is back in the running. 
Charles Coutard, the boyish, 
likeable French Bultaco rider 
has had some very good plac- 
ings. And then Yrjo (pro- 
nounced Oorio) Vesterinen 
from Finland is also riding a> 


Canadian and U.S. World Trials Rounds 


By Fernando Belair 


1. Rathmell’s victory in the 
Rhode Island event helped him 
retain his title lead. 2. Riding in 
Canada is eventual winner Yrjo 
Vesterinen. 3. France's Charles 
Coutard lofts his Bultaco as World 
Champion Rathmell observes. 
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Bultaco. At the start of the 
‘74 season, Martin Lampkin 
said at the CYCLE WORLD 
International Trials, "Watch 
out for the Finns and Swedes, 
we (the British) might not be 
able to hold onto it for much 
longer." How right he was. 

With more than half of this 
year's International events 
already down the road, Rath- 
mell was holding onto a slim 
lead over Martin Lampkin 
and Vesterinen. The entourage 
came to America to compete 
in two Internationals held on 
this continent. The first was 
the Canadian round, organized 
by the Calgary Motorcycle 
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Club and held some 30 miles 
from Calgary, Alberta. The 
second event was in Rhode 
Island. The Rhody Rovers was 
the sponsoring club. Its mem- 
bers had been very successful 
in sponsoring one of last year's 
National trials rounds, so they 
were given a chance to put 
on the International. 

The drizzle that fell 
throughout the day in Canada 
made the Europeans, and par- 
ticularly the British, feel right 
at home. On the first loop, 
Rathmell ‘managed to pull a 
one-point lead over Lampkin, 
but it was the second loop 
that would be the decider. 


Riding with great consistency, 
Vesterinen managed to come 
from 3rd and assert himself as 
the overall victor by 6 points. 
Martin Lampkin was 2nd with 
47 marks lost, and Charles 
Coutard followed for 3rd. 
Although Rathmell delivered 
some brilliant rides—particu- 
larly in the mud where the 
fantastic power of his works 
Montesa really displayed itself 
—he could only manage a 4th. 
This really put a crimp in the 
overall standings, vaulting 
Yrjo to 2nd ahead of Lampkin 
on net points, and only three 
World Championship points 
away from Rastus. An excel- 
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lent barbecued steak and 
potato dinner followed the 
event (once the rain died 


down), along with an abun- 
dance of fine Canadian beer. 

Seven days later, everyone 
was in  Escoheag, Rhode 
Island, where a superb event 
awaited them. Officially titled 
the Wagner Cup, after Colo- 
rado’s Wiltz Wagner, one of 
the men behind the push to 
have trials riding go to a full 
National Championship under 
AMA sanction, the event was 
one of the finest Internationals 
this year. Sections were chal- 
lenging (although riders com- 
plained about their excessive 





length), and spectator turnout 
was large. Northern Califor- 
nian Lane Leavitt was on his 
way to a tremendous showing 
after completing the first of 
two 20-mi., 20-section loops 
with the lowest score—27 
points. But in order to do so, 
Leavitt took an excessively 
long time and had to hurry 


through the second time 
around. Without as much 
time to walk and observe 


others at the sections, his 
second-loop score increased to 
40 points, with an additional 
3.3 tacked on for tardiness at 
the finish. 

This time, Rathmell came 


to win. Riding with consis- 
tently improving style, Rastus 
forged ahead of all comers to 
finish the day with 54.1 
points, 3.4 ahead of Vesteri- 
nen, who dogged him through- 
out the event. Manuel Soler- 
Bulto, grand nephew of the 
founder and owner of the 
Bultaco factory, brought the 
family marque in for a well- 
deserved 3rd. Ulf Karlsson 
followed him home only three- 
tenths of a point behind. 
Martin Lampkin, suffering a 
flat tire and a couple of 
broken chains, found himself 
6th, behind Charles Coutard. 
Since the World title is de- 


cided on the best eight rides 
in the 13 events, Lampkin 
still holds onto 2nd place on 
overall gross points, although 
Vesterinen has better rides 
and leads on net points. Even 
so, riding the way he has 
been, Vesterinen may soon 
overtake the former World 
Champion regardless of which 
points situation you look at. 

Mick Andrews had two 
very disappointing rides in 
America. In Canada, his ma- 
chine refused to run cleanly 
and he finished 9th. During 
the week between rounds, his 
machine got hung up in cus- 
toms and he had to ride» 








4. New England's Don Sweet 
finds that it isn't always easy, 
even in your own back yard. 5. 
Riding the family marque to con- 
sistent finishes was Juan Soler- 
Bulto. 6. Lane Leavitt was highest 
American finisher at the East Coast 
event. His 9th place earned him his 
first World Championship points 
this year. 7. Prototype 310cc 
“Cota 348” six-speed at the Cana- 
dian round. 


NOVEMBER 1975/ 41 





Yamaha factory rider Don 
Sweet’s spare, which is basi- 
cally a stock machine. Un- 
accustomed to it, he found 
the going quite tricky and 
could only manage a 101, 
still beating all of the Ameri- 
cans, though, except 9th- 
placed Leavitt. 

As the end of the season 
draws near, Rathmell is hold- 
ing the lead, yet is still 


hounded by the trio of riders 


who have been chasing him 
all year. Coutard has had 
flashes of brilliance and may 
one day put it all together for 
an International win, some- 
thing France has never had in 
world-caliber trials. If, before 
the end of the season, he can 
start poking his youthful nose 
up front at the top of the 
finishing lists, taking the max- 
imum points position at trials 
so that none of the others can 





get in, the battle for the title 
will become even tighter. 

But it is obviously Lamp- 
kin and Vesterinen who have 
the best chance of toppling 
Rathmell’s apple cart. Andrews 
is no longer in the hunt. He 
has had too many machine 
problems. If he can get his 
bike sorted out, the way it 
was when he took his Sth 
Scottish Six Day Trials victory 
earlier this year, then he may 
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ability to 
race that 


have the 
tighten up 
Coutard has. 

Montesa paid a dear price 
in order to sway Rathmell 
over to its camp. The 
company is banking on a 
World Championship for its 
efforts. If anyone can deliver 
it is Malcolm. Last year he 
had to work damn hard for 
his title, but this year he's 
having to bust his tail. [ej 


same 
the 
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RESULTS RHODE ISLAND WORLD STANDINGS 
CANADA AS OF RHODE ISLAND 
INTERNATIONAL 





Points Points Gross 

Lost Lost Points 
1. Yrjo Vesterinen (Bul)... 41 1. Malcolm Rathmell (Mon) 54.1 1. Malcolm Rathmell (Mon) 97 
2. Martin Lampkin (Bul) . . 47 2. Yrjo Vesterinen (Bul)... 57.5 2- Martin Lampkin (Bul)... 78 
3. Charles Coutard (Bul)... 48 3. Manuel Soler-Bulto (Bul) 63.7 3. Yrjo Vesterinen (Bul)... 75 
4. Malcolm Rathmell (Mon) 49 4. Ulf Karlsson (Mon). .... 64.0 4. Charles Coutard (Bul)... 51 
5. Manuel Soler-Bulto (Bul) 51 5. Charles Coutard (Bul)... 65.9 5. Mick Andrews (Yam)... 48 
6. Alan Lampkin (Bul .... 60 6. Martin Lampkin (Bul)... 66.4 6. Uif Karlsson (Mon) ....41 
7. Ulf Karlsson (Mon) .... 61 7. Benny Sellman (Mon)... 68.3 7. David Thorpe (Bul)..... 40 
8. Javier Cucurella (Bul)... 64 8. David Thorpe (Bul) .... 68.3 8. Benny Sellman (Mon)... 38 
9. Mick Andrews (Yam)... 65 9. Lane Leavitt (Bul) ..... 70.3 9. Alan Lampkin (Bul)... . 27 
10. David Thorpe (Bul) .... 68 10. Mick Andrews (Yam)... 72.1 10. Rob Edwards (Mon)....25 





Barely Foofi 





8. Small mob watches Marvin 
Heath muscle his way through a 
difficult section. 9. Hi, Mick! 10 
Sweden's Ulf Karlsson came 
within a whisker of winning the 
World title on his stock 250 Mon- 
tesa last year. 11. Body English 
amid the Rhode Island rockery. 
12. Rocks + leaf mulch + twigs + 
moss + water = Instant trials 
section. 13. Former World Cham- 
pion Martin Lampkin cleaning a 
section. 
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An advance look 
at the answer 

to along list 

of prayers. 














Recently, Suzuki’s public relations 
department has begun a method of 
new-motorcycle press introductions that 
we've found to be both tremendously 
informative and a great deal of fun. 
Starting with the RM125, they invited 
the staffs of the major motorcycle 
magazines out for a day of riding on the 
new machines. Several bikes were availa- 
ble and they even arranged for team 
races pitting one magazine staff against 
another. Unfortunately, not all of the 
staffs were at full strength because of 
previous commitments, deadlines, etc., 
but that didn't dilute the enjoyment of 
those who were fortunate enough to 
participate. 

This time, to introduce us to the new 
RM250 and RM370 Works Replica 
motocrossers, they rented Carlsbad 
Raceway for a period of two weeks and 
invited each staff out individually to do 
a full day of riding, photography and 
what have you. Factory mechanics were 
there to keep nuts, bolts and spokes 
tight, and to answer any questions we 
had about the machines. We decided 
that rather than waiting until we got the 
machines for a full test, we would give 
you what information we have at this 
time. Our impressions are somewhat 
superficial because only one day in the 
saddle is nowhere near enough time to 
do a regular in-depth CYCLE WORLD 
test. We know that one-day quickie tests 
are the order of the day at some other 
publications, so you may no doubt find 
a so-called complete" test elsewhere on 
your newsstand this month. But for us, 
if these machines are truly Works Repli- 
cas, then they're going to have to prove 
themselves to us. Our one day on the 
machines told us that they are like no 
other Suzukis we've ever ridden before. 
And so far they look real good. Here's 
the scoop. 

The RMs both share the same chassis. 
It is a chrome moly single downtube 
unit with a chrome moly swinging arm. 
Footpegs are heavily cleated and spring- 
loaded. The rear section of the frame is 
designed to accept Kayaba  gas/oil 
shocks in a combination forward- 
mount/cantilevered position. These 
shocks are very similar to DeCoster’s. > 
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Up front a pair of long-travel forks 
absorbs the jolts. The action of the 
forks was not as universally pleasing as 
the faultless rear end was, but the units 
are much better than anything Suzuki 
has used to date and we're all very 
happy about that. The forks feature an 
offset front axle and nearly-flat-across 
triple clamps that provide very Maico- 
like steering characteristics. Also, the 
offset axle allows for more fork travel, 
since the tubes can penetrate the sliders 
to a depth beneath the level of the axle. 

Handling on the bumpy Carlsbad 
G.P. course proved to be outstanding. 
Of course, we took a couple of spills, 
but they were on very dry portions of 
the track where the sudden bursts of 
power would break the rear wheel into 
uncontrollable spinning. Obviously, the 
power characteristics are suited to good 
tracks that are maintained in proper 
shape. 

The motor is one of the surprises of 
the year. It features Case-Reed Induc- 
tion (Suzuki calls it ‘‘Power-Reed’’), 
which has been used with success by the 
Suzuki factory motocrossers, as well as 
the Honda team and others. The advan- 
tage of the new induction system is 
that it allows for a very wide power- 
band, yet retains very high top-end 
horsepower output. 

The RM250 sports six transfer ports. 
The 370 only has four. Dyno tests 
showed that the 370 can be just as 
efficient and powerful with only four 
transfers, so there's no need to go into 
the tooling necessary to incorporate the 
additional two. A down-up-back-across- 
and-out exhaust pipe carries away the 
motor's spent gases. Mikuni provides the 
carburetion. Identical (except for jet- 
ting) 36mm mixers keep both engines 
churning. 

Suzuki claims 36 hp for the 250 and 
42 hp for the 370. We'll know for sure 
once we get the bikes on a dyno, but 
they certainly are bullets on the track. 
Add to the power the 8.6 in. of fork 
travel, 8.4 in. of movement at the rear 
axle, the strong frame, Dural lower fork 
sliders, magnesium outer engine cases, 
non-mud-retaining rims, good grips and 
footpegs, and a new, 2.1-gal. alloy tank 
for the pre-mix, and you've got one 
helluva promising package. 

The bikes are scheduled to be re- 
leased soon for magazine testing. As 
soon as we get one for a month, we'll 
find out for sure how good they really 
are. Until then, all we can honestly do is 
drool and stare glassy-eyed at the 
photos. 
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PRODUCT EVALUATION 





by sliding it off. If the cone does not 
come out of the slider, leave it in the 
slider to minimize chances of dam- 
age to the fork seals. When reassem- 
bling, be sure the cone goes back on 
the end of the damper rod. 


NUMBER ONE 
PRODUCTS TRICKIT 
FOR HONDA CR250, 


MT250, *XL250 m top fork caps. . 


. Remove fork springs, spacers and/or 
booster springs. 


AND XL350 


















More travel, better damping. That's 
what the public wants and that's what 
aftermarket manufacturers like Number 
One Products are developing. 

That company's latest damper rod 
kit (part number H101, $29.95), is 
worthwhile in that it fits the larger 
Honda XL series machines and yields 
really dramatic results. For one thing, 
the damper rod is an inch and a quarter 
longer than stock, and that increases 
travel from an inadequate 5.7 in. to an 
acceptable 7 in. The kit also lessens 
compression damping so the ride over 
rough terrain is greatly improved. 

If the Trickit is installed in a CR250, 
travel will remain essentially the same 
since there is not that much difference 
in damper rod length. Compression 
damping, however, is again lessened, 
making the overall fork characteristics 
very similar to Betor's. 

Installation is as follows with forks 
removed from the bike: 

1. Drain oil from the forks by removing 
the Allen-head cap screws in the 
bottom of the fork lower case or the 
slider (photo 1). It may be necessary 
to use an impact screwdriver. 

2. Remove the sliders from each side 
by pulling down (photo 2). Drain 
sliders thoroughly. 

3.Remove the cone (oil lock piece) 
from the bottom of the damper rod 


6. Turn the stanchion tubes (upper part 
of the forks), upside down to re- 
move the damper (photo 3). 

7.Carefully remove the phenolic rings 
(photo 4) from the stock damper 





rods and carefully install them on 
the Trickit damper rods. These rings 
will break if twisted. The Trickit 
damper rod is the longer of the two 
shown in photo 5. 

8.Slide the rebound springs onto the 
Trickit damper rod. 

9.Install the Trickit damper rods in the 
stanchion tubes until the rods fall 
through. 

10.Install the fork springs in the stan- 
chion tubes. Install the fork caps to 
preload the springs. 

11.Reinstall the sliders and securely 
tighten the Allen bolt at the bottom. 

12. Remove the fork caps and add oil in 
accordance with factory specifica- 
tions. Twenty weight oil is a good 
place to start. Add or reduce the 
amount of oil in 1 000 increments for 


fine tuning. 
យ 


Photography: Bob Atkinson 
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California has done it again! The 
state became the first government entity 
to adopt exhaust emission standards for 
motorcycles, applicable to bikes manu- 
factured after January 1, 1978. You 
may remember that California was the 
first to apply exhaust emission stand- 
ards to cars in 1966. This is not 
surprising, of course, because California, 
and especially the Los Angeles Basin, 
has the worst vehicle air pollution 
problem in the world. It is called photo- 
chemical smog. The dirty, brown stuff is 
formed from a reaction of hydrocarbons 
and nitrogen oxides in sunlight. Hydro- 
carbons are unburned gasoline and ni- 
trogen oxides are formed from any 
combustion process. The amount of 
photochemical smog in the air is 
measured by the oxidant reading. Los 
Angeles reaches oxidant levels three 
times as high as those of other large 
cities. The U.S. Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency (EPA) has concluded that 
the only states other than California 
that may have a significant air pollution 
problem from motorcycles are Arizona 
and New Jersey. Arizona has only one- 
fifth the number of motorcycles that 
are in the Los Angeles Basin, and New 
Jersey has only one-fourth as many. So, 
it is difficult to believe that there is a 
real air pollution problem from motor- 
cyles in any state other than California. 

It may surprise you to know that 
smog is decreasing in Los Angeles. 
Nineteen seventy-four was the first 
year—since Los Angeles County began 
measuring oxidant 20 years ago-that 
0.5 ppm (parts per million) was not 
reached. In 1955, 0.5 ppm oxidant was 
exceeded on 15 days. The reason smog 
is decreasing is the continuous emission 
control efforts that have been put forth 
in L.A. since 1948. Emissions of refin- 
eries, power plants, smelters, backyard 
incinerators, painting operations, etc. 
have been 60-90 percent controlled. 
Emissions of new cars and trucks have 
been controlled since 1966. Eighty-six 
percent of the automobiles in the popu- 
lation are now 1966 and later models 
equipped with exhaust controls. All this 
has resulted in distinct downtrends in 
the Los Angeles Basin air monitoring 
data, as shown in figure l. This down- 
trend will continue as the older cars are 
scrapped, and as new vehicles meeting 
progressively more stringent emission 
standards replace them. 

To estimate the contribution of 
motorcycles to the total air pollution 
problem, it is necessary to measure the 
emissions of a large number of motor- 
cycles. The original California auto 
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Comparison of number of days each year that oxidant air quality standard was 
equalled or exceeded indicates a downward trend. Sharp drop-off in years 1971-73 is 
attributed to unusually favorable meteorological conditions; 1974 was a year of 
adverse meteorlogy conducive to more days of air contaminant build-ups. 


emission standards were based on 169 
cars. There are emission data available 
on only 41 motorcycles; 25 two-strokes 
and 16 four-strokes. The hydrocarbon 
data on the two-strokes ranges from 7.4 
to 38 grams per mile (g/mi.) and on the 
four-strokes from 1.0 to 5.8 g/mi. From 
these data, it is very difficult to make a 
reliable estimate of the emissions from 
the motorcycle population. Also, it is 
very difficult to obtain reliable data on 
the average mileage accumulation per 
year for motorcycles. 


By Miles Brubacher 





Using such shaky data, the California 
Air Resources Board (CARB) estimated 
in November 1974 that motorcycles 
contribute eight tons per day of reactive 
hydrocarbons to the air of the Los 
Angeles Basin. In June 1975 it revised 
its estimate to 17 tons per day. That's 
more than double; and an estimate that 
changes that much can't be very precise. 
Even so, 17 tons per day is only two 
percent of the total reactive hydro- 
carbon emissions in the Los Angeles 
Basin, and such a small change could 
never be detected by air monitoring 
instruments. On top of that, the various 








government air pollution control au- 
thorities can’t even agree on all the 
hydrocarbons that are reactive and con- 
tribute to photochemical smog. The Los 
Angeles County Air Pollution Control 
District’s opinion differs from CARB’s, 
which differs from EPA’s. It is a confus- 
ing subject, and it would not seem wise 
to base a motorcycle emission control 
program costing many millions of dol- 
lars on such controversial data. 

While most of the air pollution 
problem in Los Angeles comes from 
automobiles, this is not true in the other 
U.S. metropolitan areas. On the basis of 
toxicity, or harmfulness to people, at 
least three-quarters of the air pollution 
in the U.S. comes from stationary 
sources, such as steel mills, power 
plants, refineries, other industrial and 
domestic furnaces, burning dumps, etc. 
With little regard for this fact, Congress 
passed the “Muskie”? law in 1970 which 
set standards so strict for 1975 auto- 
mobiles that the only way most manu- 
facturers could meet the standards was 
by using catalytic converters. These 
devices do a good job of controlling 
hydrocarbon emissions if everything is 
working properly. Catalysts have been 
used for many years in oil refineries and 
chemical processes, where conditions of 
temperature, flow rate and flow compo- 
sition are held constant. However, on a 
car, none of these things are constant. 
Indeed, with ignition or carburetion 
malfunctions, the temperature of a 
catalyst may reach white heat and melt. 

Presently, there is much controversy 
about the catalysts on 1975 cars. There 
is concern that there may be a fire 
hazard from the high temperatures of a 
catalyst with engine malfunctions. 
There is concern about sulfuric acid 
emissions from catalyst cars. A motor- 
cycle presents even more extreme 
problems for a catalyst than does a car, 
so it is improbable that catalysts can be 
used on motorcycles. One of the reasons 
people buy motorcyles is that they are 
simple machines. Catalysts might add 
such cost, weight and complication to 
motorcycles that many people would be 
discouraged from purchasing them. 

Four-stroke motorcycles are low 
emitters of air pollution compared to 
cars. An uncontrolled four-stroke 
motorcycle emits about one-third as 
much hydrocarbons and carbon mon- 
oxide as an uncontrolled car, or about 
the same amount as a 1974 model car. 
Nitrogen oxide emission from a motor- 
cycle is about one-twentieth that of a 
car. Two-stroke motorcyles are bad act- 
ors from the standpoint of hydrocarbon 
emissions. A two-stroke motorcycle 
emits 18 times the hydrocarbons of a 
1975 model California car and 40 times 
the hydrocarbon emissions of a car 
meeting the 1977 California standards. 

The motorcycle exhaust emission 
standards that were adopted by the 
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CARB are shown in figure 2, together 
with car standards and average emissions 
of uncontrolled cars and motorcycles. 
Standards for hydrocarbon emissions 
only were adopted, because emissions of 
other pollutants from motorcycles are 
essentially negligible. 

In considering motorcycle emission 
standards and the future role of the 
motorcycle in society, there is a fact 
that is very important. That fact is that 
a motorcycle provides personal trans- 
portation while using only one-fourth to 
one-third the energy of an automobile. 
It doesn’t do any good to argue that a 
car can carry more people, because the 
average occupancy of automobiles in 
urban traffic is 1.2 persons. If we 
predict the future from the Los Angeles 
air pollution trend we have seen, it is 
plain that vehicle air pollution is being 
removed as a major problem of society. 





FIGURE 2 
HYDROCARBON EMISSION STANDARDS 
grams/mile 
Üngcontrolled|Gdb as acca ia prenta 10.0 
Uncontrolled motorcycles 
Typical four-stroke 300cc....... 3.0 
Typical two-stroke 125cc ...... 16.0 
SAO! CHI መ... 3 viue Gt pua ran 4.0 
974. CAP aa oce ክመ fo mE S 3.4 
1975; edera] Can ooe ot uero mr te oe 1.5 
1975 Califonia Gar £i: 9 moz 0.9 
1977'Calitornta eap. 2 mto eI 0.4 
1978 California motorcycle ....... 16.0 
1980 California motorcycle ........ 8.0 
1982 California motorcycle ........ 1.6 


Note: CARB expressed the motorcycle stand- 
ards in grams per kilometer. For compari- 
son with car standards they are converted 
to grams per mile in this table. 


On the other hand, the energy problem 
is going to be with us for decades into 
the future, and it's going to get worse 
before it gets better. The age of cheap 
energy is over, and as the price of 
gasoline rises toward $1 per gallon, 
small cars and motorcycles will attract, 
and will serve a real need for, more and 
more people in America. 

In the winter of 1974, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency pro- 
posed a motorcycle emission standard of 
8 g/mi. hydrocarbons. Since that time 
the Motorcycle Industry Council (MIC) 
has been working with EPA to obtain 
more baseline emission data on 
motorcycles and to more closely ex- 
amine the technical and economic feasi- 
bility of controlling emissions from 
motorcycles. If the standards force all 
two-strokes immediately off the Ameri- 
can market, people may just decide not 
to buy motorcycles and rebuild their 
old ones. This has happened to some 
extent in the automobile market in 
1975, and motorcycle purchases are 
much more a whim of fancy. If people 





stop buying new motorcycles and keep 
running their old ones, or buy old cars 
instead, the air will not become any 
cleaner. 

Therefore, after more thorough eval- 
uation of the situation, in the spring of 
1975 EPA issued a second proposal for 
motorcycle emission standards. This was 
for a sliding hydrocarbon standard de- 
pendent upon engine size. Up to 169cc, 
8 g/mi.; 750cc and over, 14 g/mi.; and 
in between a straight-line function ac- 
cording to the engine size. This means 
about a 40 percent reduction in hydro- 
carbon emissions for two-strokes; but 
four-stroke emissions are already far 
below this standard without any 
controls. Obviously, EPA did not want 
to wipe out the two-strokes, even the 
big ones, in 1978. 

EPA wants to bring motorcycle emis- 
sion standards in line with car emission 
standards by 1980. Just what car emis- 
sion standards will be for 1980 is 
presently a matter of dispute between 
the President and Congress. The Presi- 
dent wants emission standards held at 
the 1975 level until 1982 because of 
concern over sulfuric acid emissions of 
catalysts and the big effects of severe 
emission standards on increasing vehicle 
fuel consumption. Senator Muskie and 
some of his colleagues want to continue 
to "hold Detroit's feet to the fire" with 
tough emission standards. 

Motorcyclists are very fortunate to 
have an organization like the Motorcy- 
cle Industry Council that works effec- 
tively against unreasonable motorcycle 
regulations by the government. While 
the MIC represents motorcycle manu- 
facturers rather than motorcycle riders, 
in this case the interests of the two 
groups are similar. MIC has been 
cooperating for the past two years with 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency with the goal being EPA’s adop- 
tion of reasonable motorcycle emission 
standards. In fact, MIC recommended 
that EPA adopt emission standards, 
rather than discriminatory and unwise 
restrictions of motorcycle usage, in 
California in order to meet clean air 
standards. 

At the recent public hearing held by 
CARB, MIC presented a very strong 
statement. It pointed out the many 
reasons why an overly stringent motor- 
cycle emission standard would be un- 
wise. MIC tallied up the economic costs 
of overly stringent standards that might 
result in a 60-percent loss in new motor- 
cycle sales in California. They estimated 
that the direct loss in new motorcycle 
sales would be $128 million. Parts and 
accessories, advertising, financing 
charges and insurance would represent 
another $42 million lost. Also, the State 
of California would lose $17 million 
each year in taxes. 

With California motorcycle sales re- 

(Continued on page 63) 
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Continued from page 50 

duced by 60 percent, 1900 people 
would be laid off from their jobs in the 
motorcycle industry. The potential state 
outlay in unemployment compensation 
for these 1900 people is $4.5 million. 
These figures do not include the second- 
ary, ripple effects that 1900 job losses 
would cause. Naturally, these people 
would be less likely to buy other goods 
and services if they were deprived of 
their normal means of livelihood. This 
strong statement, bristling with facts 
and figures, helped persuade CARB not 
to adopt a 1.6-g/mi. motorcycle hydro- 
carbon emission standard for 1978, as 
initially proposed. MIC believes that the 
CARB action of adopting motorcycle 
emission standards was hasty and with- 
out sound technical foundations. There- 
fore, MIC may take CARB to court 
and/or introduce a bill in the California 
Legislature to void the motorcycle 
standards set by CARB. 

In order to consider the effect the 
California motor emission standards 
may have on the motorcycle business, 
let's take a look at the market. The 
United States and world motorcycle 
markets are dominated by the Japanese 
manufacturers. Honda, Yamaha, Kawa- 
saki and Suzuki account for about 85 
percent of U.S. sales. Harley-Davidson 
only sells 6 percent and Norton- 
Triumph only 1.3 percent. BMW sells 
slightly less than 1 percent. Honda alone 
sold 42 percent of the motorcyclesin the 
U.S. market in 1974. In recent years, 
Honda has marketed a few two-stroke 
models, but otherwise nearly all Hondas 
have four-stroke engines. About 15 per- 
cent of Honda's California sales are of 
two-stroke off-road bikes. Conversely, 
Yamaha and Kawasaki recently have 
introduced four-stroke road bikes, 
which account for about 15 percent of 
their sales. Suzuki's motorcycles are all 
two-strokes. Two-stroke motorcycles 
are mostly under 250cc, whereas four- 
strokes are fairly evenly divided 
throughout the motorcycle size range. 
Honda is the only major manufacturer 
that makes fourstroke bikes under 
170cc. In California, 24 percent of the 
motorcycles are off-road machines, and 
it is not proposed to regulate the emis- 
sions of these. Of the 300,000 street- 
legal motorcycles in the Los Angeles 
Basin, 56 percent have four-stroke en- 
gines and the remaining 44 percent have 
two-stroke engines. 

Figure 3 shows sales of the various 
makes of motorcycles last year in the 
U.S. and in California, and also the 
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FIGURE 3 


1974 NEW MOTORCYCLE REGISTRATIONS AND 
EMISSION CERTIFICATION COSTS 


1974 New Registrations* 


Manufacturer U.S. California 
Honda 493/838, rss 58,740 . 
Yamaha 205,072:« 23% 18,576 . 
Kawasaki 129,638 x 8,496 . 
Suzuki 108/458. — a. 7,002 . 
Harley-Davidson 5719990. os 5,208. 
Norton-Triumph 19,891 case es 1,517 « 
BMW SOSI a a NIA. Sx 
Hodaka 7,689 E N.A. . 
Bultaco 4,254. 52775 N.A. . 
Jawa i BE, acu N.A. . 
Husqvarna BOB aca ss LA. . 
Moto Guzzi QUTTuisses ከል * = 
Rockford Dy DO De መ 2 N.A. . 
Benelli 13598 29227 N.A. . 
Ossa 10950 a 2፡25 NAR. 
Chaparrel BG una N.A. . 
SST Gemini 1,208 mirassi N.A. . 
Rupp 1.0339 «(iva N.A. . 
Ducati OT Ne a oet e N.A. . 
Steen's pico ያ N.A. . 
Pacesetter SB 78 72፡5 nA. . 
Brute 268 vie cman Ma. . 
Speedway 67 se N.A. . 
Bronco eee N.A. . 
Others 19,398 


Number of Cert. Cost ($/bike) 
Engine Families U.S. California 
— ርም Wk hye ያው ፡ x ፄ 18 
ses EGER x di ic ust RAR tec TO peat e n SO 
n Td noo ae ox wales 
ud Ney (ME CE T 111 
BRINGS E we casune ene m O nemou: በዘ 
MIO PAS Cy Redit ርን 
m erroe t QI ን ይ aay ne ee 
ក det ra 1. was CIMSER B 
CETT Oi eroatera qv ጋ 
RET Eo acis ያአ 2 E IE E] 
M me B 57:924 105 
TEATE NE D AEE EN AL te} 
dM te: សទ ያ 
TT Th as ens ខទ 
Nee ae ee ሸው ማከ መር መ 
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នដ ሕማ យ. ee 


(Source: R. L. Polk & Co. **N.A. = Not Available 
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estimated additional cost that will be 
added to each bike for the certification 
costs of meeting emission standards. 
These costs do not include the cost of 
engineering and tooling to produce en- 
gines to meet the standards. 

What do the individual motorcycle 
manufacturers say about the California 
exhaust emission standards? Honda, the 
largest seller in the U.S. and California, 
makes nearly all four-strokes. Four- 
-strokes are under the 8-g/mi. standard 
now, so it has no problem with the 
California standards until 1982. By that 
time, it can probably meet 1.6 g/mi. 
The second largest seller, Yamaha, cur- 
rently markets 13 models of two-strokes 
and two four-stroke models. Yamaha 
has said that it will cost $7 million to 
convert all models to four-strokes, or a 
total of $81 million by 1982. The 
advantages it has stated for two-strokes 
are 20 percent fewer parts, 35 percent 
lighter weight, and higher torque. 

Kawasaki sells 20 two-stroke models 
and three four-strokes. It says that 
motorcycles have no statistically signi- 
ficant effect on air pollution. Kawasaki 
is the first foreign motorcycle manufac- 


Illustrations by Doug Roy 


turer to set up an assembly plant in the 
U.S. This new plant is in Lincoln, 
Nebraska. In California, it has 100 
dealers and 1500 employees. Two-thirds 
of its annual $30 million sales in Califor- 
nia are two-strokes. The dealers couldn't 
survive selling Kawasaki four-strokes 
only. Kawasaki says it takes five years 
to engineer and tool for a new model, 
which would apply to conversion from 
two-stroke to four-stroke engines. 
Suzuki says that it will introduce 
four-stroke motorcycles soon, but it will 
take $65 million and up to 10 years to 
convert its entire line from two-strokes. 
It says it can't meet 16 g/mi. with 
two-strokes before 1981, and meeting 
stringent standards with two-strokes will 
slow the conversion of all its models to 
fourstrokes. It says that fitting a cata- 
lyst or afterburner to a motorcycle adds 
so much in cost and complication that 
the motorcycle ceases to be an attrac- 
tive method of mobility. Suzuki says 
people would not buy and use such 
motorcycles. 
In summary, then, almost any motor- 
cycle emission standard will force two- 
(Continued on page 102) 
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To: Joe Parkhurst, publisher 
From: Virginia DeMoss 
Subject: Proposed Bates 
LeatherMates article. 


Here are the proofs on the 
Bates piece. Maybe the shots seem 
a little peculiar, but we were 
having such a good time setting up 
for the photo session and wearing 
the clothes, that Brian just started 
snapping pictures before any body 
lapsed into any of those typical 
ho-hum model poses. But you’ve 
got to admit the concept is unique 
and avant-garde, just like the 
leathers. 

Number 1 shows Dottie trying 
to find a clever way to display the 
warm, fleece-like Zip "n Out liner 
($10) that’s available for any of 
the Bates jackets. Subtle solution, 
huh? But the white Bush pants 
($95) look fantastic. So do the 
green ones and the matching 
Westerner shirt ($110) with 
zippered wrists, side slits and slash 
pockets. 

While on the subject of looking 
good, how about those Classic 
jackets ($110) in photo 2? 
They’ve got deep contoured front 
and zippered breast pockets, . 
action backs and concealed wind 
flaps. Randy’s wearing his with 
matching saddle-colored Bush 
pants and the smart new Bates 
sweater ($19.50). Addison’s is 
yellow. The flared pants fit even 
the tallest riders. They can be cut 
off to the desired length and 
simply left that way, since they 
won’t ravel or fray, or they can be 
sewed or glued. We preserved 
upward and downward mobility 
by simply taping ours temporarily. 
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Color photography by Brian Blades with the assistance of Robbie Bell and Dean Koga 


Black and white photography by Scott Malcolm 


As the third photo shows, it 
isn’t easy to get five people ready 
for a picture all at the same time. 
Anita’s still slipping a buckskin 
Classic over belted, six-pocket 
Bush pants, while Addison gets 
ready to show off the brass- 
buckled and snapped white Safari 
jacket ($135) with navy pants that 
complement the red and navy cuff 
stripes. Meanwhile, Dottie adds a 
final touch to the white Westerner 
ensemble with snap-flap breast 


pockets and epaulets. Randy, in a 
saddle Windbuster jacket ($110) 
that gives the popular Eisenhower 
styling a whole new look, takes a 
peek into Anita’s LeatherMates 
Carry All (which, at $20, comes in 
all the jacket colors). And Howard 
shows what can happen when you 
measure for clothing with your 

ego instead of a tape measure. >- 





















Talk about dedication, how 
many people work right through 
lunch. . .and even settle for roach 
coach fare? Randy dispenses the 
coffee in a red Bates Two ’n One 
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Suit ($195). It’s just as versatile as 
the name implies, since it can be 
worn this way—as a one-piece 
coverall—or unzipped at the waist 
and the jacket worn alone. The 
top has two breast pockets and a 
mandarin collar with velcro 
closure; pants offer two zippered 
slash pockets in front, two snap- 
closure ones in back. Handy 


zippered side openings allow easy 
access to pockets of pants worn 
underneath. Anita, who has just 
dispensed with two liverwurst 
sandwiches, a package of 
Twinkies, and a bottle of Yoo 
Hoo chocolate beverage, still fits 
nicely into a green All-Pro ($110) 
and Bush pants combination. 
Howard’s dressed for dining in a 
SportKing coat of many colors 
($110). Besides the navy sho 

it's offered in saddle or green 
the same stripe scheme. The 











sleeves zip snugly against those 
nasty air currents, and there’s a 
concealed wind flap and inside 
breast pocket. As an added 
feature, which Howard discovered 
entirely by accident, the Sport- 
King is completely mustard- 
resistant; it wipes right off. 

We were just about to take one 
of those typical fashion-piece pix 
(5), in which the models snarl and 
pout and look as though they 
were posed by a sadistic Yogi, 
when fate stepped in with a minor 
accident to add a little color 
deserving of the far-out colors in 
the Bates All-Pro jackets ($110). 
They’ve never looked sportier. 
Neither has that photographer’s 
assistant. The All-Pros are avail- 
able in the navy, green and red 
worn here, with yellow padded 
racing stripes, and have mandarin 
collars, action backs and four 
zippered slash pockets. 

I guess the time just sort of got 
away from us (6). Well, at least 
the guy’s doing his job. In spite of 
his threats, we just had to show 
that Howard’s saddle Safari jacket 
and Bush pants looked a lot better - 
when we fixed him up with the 
right size. And Anita finally got 
the buckskin Classic outfit all 
together. Note the zippered wrists 
and double contrast stitching. 
Those soft, ultra-warm Touring 
gloves are made by Bates too 
(unlined, $11.95; lined, $14.95). 

As you’re aware, Joe, Bates is 
the company that custom-makes 
leathers for most of the top racers. 
Well, now they’re into making 
protective clothing for street 
riders, but with the good looks 
and flair usually missing from 
“clothing with a purpose." 
Readers with style will want the 
full catalog of new Bates Leather- 
Mates de rigueur riding gear that is 
available by simply writing or 
phoning: Bates Industries, Inc., 
660 W. 16th St., Box 2668CM, 
Long Beach, CA 90801, (213) 
435-6551. 

Well, what do you think, Joe? 
Will this concept work, or should 
we go with something else? Please 
get back to me on this as soon as 
possible. ចា 


^ 
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For The 
Second Year 
In A Row, 
Ken Roberts 
And Yamaha 
Score The 
Elusive 
Double At 
Laguna Seca 


By D. Randy Riggs 
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n slightly more than two months’ 
time, Ken Roberts had run in a half- 
dozen monotonously tough dirt Na- 

tionals. One happened to be a searingly 
fast mile, three were equally expeditious 
half-miles, and a couple of forearm- 
numbing TTs were thrown in to keep 
things interesting. Unusual? Hardly. Just 
part of the normal grind expected by 
the professional riders who contest the 
Grand National Championship Series 
each year; a small slice of the 20-event 
pie with the richest payoff in motorcy- 
cle racing. 

Kenny, like the others, had several 
thousand miles to travel, strange restau- 
rants to sample, a mechanic as an almost 
constant companion, no homelife to 
speak of, and motorcycles to put to- 
gether, try, take apart, put back to- 
gether and try again. And that doesn’t 


Left: Roberts the master, his ego restored, 
stalks confidently away from the press room, 
about six grand richer. 


even begin to scratch the surface of 
what’s going on in a racer’s schedule. 

Yeah, for him it’s a lot like it is for 
all the others... only, contrary to what 
many may think... it's tougher. And 
what makes it that way is the number 
he carries on his machinery, his helmet, 
leathers and the one-embossed into the 
surface of his plastic AMA competition 
license. Number One. The single digit 
that means far more than all the others 
combined; a number whose burden and 
weight only a few could bear. 

“How could this be?" you say. Being 
the best means all the glory, glamour, 
prestige, fame and money, the best 
equipment... all the good things. And 
how true that is. But it also means a 
nearly uninterrupted schedule of racing, 
personal appearances, interviews and 
relentless pressure out on the race track 


Below: Kawasaki’s jubilant thoughts and 
hopes traveled over the bars here with Yvon 
DuHamel. 







from the competitors who see you as 
the target. And from the fans who see 
you as the example. And from your 
sponsor who sees you as its bread and 
butter. The pressure is never off the guy 
with the number, and this year, perhaps, 
Ken Roberts knows it and feels it more 
than at any time before. Because in 
those early-season half-dozen fire-em’- 
ups, Roberts managed to capture only a 
minimal number of National points, and 
watched his point lead shrink, dwindle 
and dissolve, finding himself the chaser 
instead of the chased. 

So it wasn’t at all hard to understand 
why Roberts, after having been out- 
horsepowered and generally outlucked 
in those six crucial events, was heard to 
mumble to no one in particular, “It sure 
will be nice to get back on that pave- 
ment." And, of course, the pavement he 
was referring to was none other than 
that at Laguna Seca. 

Because on the unforgiving 1.9-mi. 
meandering Monterey road course, ol’ 
Kenny knew deep down inside that he 
had one of the top machines, that he 
had the track wired (he’d swept both 
the Lightweight and big-bore G.P. 


Below: 250 Combined action had the benefit 
of three major manufacturers with an equal 
shot at the win. 


















events last year), and that the Harley- 
Davidson nemesis wouldn’t be biting 
nearly as deeply as it had been in the 
dirt. There was, of course, the question 
of his ailing shoulder, injured in the 
Castle Rock TT, and the worry of Lady 
Luck, who hadn’t so much as given him 
a peck on the cheek since the middle of 
April. 

Yamaha’s Godfather, Pete Shick (see 
story, page 80), had more to worry 
about than just Roberts. Team Yamaha 
also has Gene Romero and Don Castro 
in its road racing ranks, and they’d be 
taking their first shots at the pavement 
since the Match Races in March. Perhaps 
a bit rusty, but not unlike many others, 
some of whom hadn't cut a lap since 
Daytona. 

Other threats looming on the horizon 
for a strong chance at victory were 
Steve Baker on a Yamaha Motors 
Canada-sponsored TZ750 Monoshock, 
which was good for 2nd place at Day- 
tona; a confident David Aldana on a 
swift and improved TR750 Suzuki; and 
Yvon DuHamel riding the factory- 
backed, water-cooled Kawasaki Triple. 

With the exception of Ron Pierce on 
a 250 Twin for the Combined Ex./Jr. 
Lightweight fracas, Yvon would be 
burning the lone candle for Team Green 
in the 75-mi. G.P. and 10-mi. heat. 
Teammate Jim Evans, who earned 
himself a factory ride with strong per- 
formances in 1974, was on the mend 
from a high-speed crash in France. He 
had suffered head injuries when his 
machine locked up and pitched him 
hard through a fence; it is doubtful that 
he'll be ready to go again until the end 
of the year. 

DuHamel had two promising 750s to 
try at Seca. One was basically conven- 


Below: Why is it that we always see him from 
behind? 


tional but well-refined compared to the 
ones ridden at Daytona earlier in the 
year. The other had a radical new rear 
suspension arrangement, dubbed the 
*Foo-Bar" by Kawasaki, an item it's 
been experimenting with for some time. 
The parallelogram system is novel in 
that it keeps the front end down during 
hard acceleration and yet forces the rear 
wheel downward for better traction. 
Kawasaki riders who have tried it say 
that it's impossible to wheelie the 
machine, usually a severe problem with 
the 100-horsepower monsters, and 
handling is quite good at lower speeds 
and on rough surfaces. The only prob- 
lem facing them now is a slight wobble 
in high-speed situations, which becomes 
less of a problem all the time as spring 
rates are experimented with on the Boge 
rear shocks. 

Team Suzuki had two machines en- 
tered; besides Aldana, Pat Hennen was 
mounted on a white and blue beauty. 
This would be the first race in which the 
new six-speed gearbox could be used to 
full advantage; and the oddsmakers had 
their eyes on the Suzy-Qs. 

Big news from the Harley-Davidson 
camp was the 500 two-stroke Twin 
prepped for National point leader Gary 
Scott. The trouble was, H-D received 
the machine from Italy very late, and 
there was little time to work out the 
bugs and shape the bike for Gary. And 
at that moment, full effort was being 
concentrated on the dirt track equip- 
ment, so, realistically speaking, H-D's 
chances of a high placing were a bit on 
the slim side. Naturally, Scott had a 250 
for the Combined Lightweight race, as 
did promising rookie Greg Sassaman, 
who is classed as a Junior in AMA road 
racing. For the Junior race, Greg would 
be riding the much-loved 750 V-Twin 
four-stroke, with the very same chassis 
the late Cal Rayborn rode to winthe > 





Below: Dale Singleton attacks turn nine on 
his way to a resounding Junior win. 






inaugural Laguna Seca event in 1972. 
“Big Bertha” lives! 

The privateer contingent had several 
strong representatives, any one of whom 
could pull off an upset over the factory 
boys if things went their way. Ron 
Pierce destroyed his Boston Cycles 
Yamaha in a crash at Riverside just a 
week prior to Seca, so Steve McLaughlin 
loaned him his spare minus the engine. 
Hurley Wilvert was aboard a Yamaha, as 
well, as were Randy Cleek and Phil 
McDonald. New Zealander John Boote 
had ridden here before and intended to 
put that track time to work for him. 

Four-stroke lovers in the big-bike 
Expert race could only listen to the 
sounds of the two Butler & Smith 
BMWs in the hands of Reg Pridmore 
and Gary Fisher. Fisher’s machine from 
the East sported a Monoshock-type rear 
suspension unit, while Pridmore’s re- 
mained standard. Though neither could 
begin to compete in the battle of the 
leaders, due to a lack of raw horse- 
power, their crowd-pleasing ability was 
still very sensational. 

Monterey was to be the hosting event 
for the new AMA road race system; a 
two-day event as opposed to the old 
three-day method. While the new setup 
makes things more hectic for many of 


Below Right: Dave Aldana was a picture of 
concentration on his Suzuki until a faulty 
spark plug sidelined him. 


Photography: Fernando Belair, Randy Papke, D. Randy Riggs 





the riders and mechanics running in 
different classes, it works out far better 
in the long run. Dragging a multi-event 
program out ovėr a number of days 
costs the promoters and everyone con- 
cerned extra money; for the promoters 
it can make the difference between 
making money or losing money at an 
event. That’s been a contributing factor 
to the decrease in National Champion- 
ship road racing events. With the new 
system, spectators get to witness far 
more meaningful races for their money, 
which keeps them coming back and 
keeps the race on the calendar the fol- 


Below: The H-D 500cc two-stroke Twin 
debuted unspectacularly, ran painfully slow. 


lowing year. 

A few of the luckier riders got in 
some tuneup time on the demanding 
track during a press day for local TV 
stations a week prior to the Superbike 
meet. Others had to wait for early Sat- 
urday morning to begin circulating the 
course, and they couldn’t be all day 
about it. 

One major factor that would effect 
all the riders was a kind of heat wave for 
the usually cool area, so decisions con- 
cerning tire compounds and jetting had 
many perplexed. Guesswork ran amok 
throughout the pits. It was interesting 
to watch a rider who had the chore of 
running in the 250 Combined, Heavy- 
weight Production, and the 75-mi. 


National. Talk about a busy practice 
session! 

Novice riders, of course, are usually a 
bit overstressed just coping with a track 
that’s as challenging as this one. Sports 
car racing keeps the surface in a state of 
ripples and bumps and lays down lots of 
oily rubber. Couple hazards like these 
with off-camber corners and no run-off 
area to speak of, and one can see why 
they call Seca a rider’s track. Mistakes 
can be costly, as more than one rider 
has found out. 

As usual, more than 100 riders were 


Below: Novice Mike Baeder had victory well 
in hand while 2nd spot was being fought for 
in the last turn. 










































on hand to contest the Novice class in 
hopes of making the 60-rider final, but 
things didn't go smoothly. Since there 
were so many riders in each of the two 
heats, the wise decision was made to 
start the machines in two waves per 
heat. Unfortunately, in the second heat, 
a spill dumped a few riders and bikes in 
the very fast sweeper between turns two 
and three. The second wave of riders 
was on its way at a high rate of speed, 
but the flagmen, who supposedly were 
competent according to the SCRAMP 
people, never showed a yellow flag until 
it was too late for Steve Souter. He was 
getting up and attempting to leave the 
track when he was struck by a rider in 
the second wave and killed instantly. In 
the horrible confusion that followed, 
the red flag was displayed for a short 
time, then retracted, and the race ran to 
the end. Later, after the Junior events 
had been run, the second Novice heat 
was re-run for the full five laps. In all, it 
was an inexcusable melee that could 
have been prevented if a few people had 
taken their heavy responsibility seri- 
ously. But the young racer, Souter, 
won't ever get that second chance. 

The Novice final was nearly as 
chaotic as the infamous heat two. Sev- 
eral crashes brought the yellow and red 
flags out more quickly this time; eventu- 
ally they were restarted in single file. At 
the end, Mike Baeder held off a very 
determined Vince Mead, both on TZ250 
Yamahas; 3rd place went to none other 
than super rookie Jay Springsteen, the 
red hot Expert dirt tracker, on an H-D 
250. Jay came from well back in the 
pack to grab 3rd, no doubt a road racer 
to watch in the years ahead. 

Junior racing had some added appeal 
in the form of the sound of Greg 
Sassaman's V-T win, four-stroke Harley; 
the fans really perked up when they 
heard it coming, and watched an in- 
spired ride by Sassaman, who started in 
the second wave and worked his way 
past TZ700s and 350s into 11th place 
by the race’s end. Way up front Dale > 


Left: Kawasaki finally showed its parallelo- 
gram swinging arm setup called the Foo-Bar, 
but DuHamel only practiced on it. 


Below: You'll not find a more enthusiastic 
crowd than the one at Laguna Seca. 
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Singleton had cruised to the victory, 
followed by Skip Aksland and Fred 
Walti, all riding four-cylinder Yamahas. 

One event with mucho promise of 
excitement was the 250 Combined. 
Close racing was bound to be the order 
of the day with the factory teams of 
Kawasaki, Yamaha and Harley-Davidson 

_ all fielding competitive and fairly equal 
equipment and top riders. Top Junior 
and privateer riders wouldn’t slow down 
the tussle one bit either, but the 
odds-on favorite was our National 
Champion. 

When the starting shot was taken, 
Steve Baker grabbed an immediate and 
helpful lead, followed by the green 
machine of DuHamel, then Gary Scott, 
Ron Pierce, Roberts, Wes Cooley and 
Don Castro. Gary Scott looked to be 
out of the winner’s circle roundup 
early, as either he or the machine 
slowed slightly. Roberts, of course, was 
picking off his foes, DuHamel on lap 
six, then finally Baker’s Yamaha on the 
tenth go-round. From then on, the race 
was his. 

Farther behind, the scuffle con- 
tinued. Baker held 2nd, DuHamel 
happily kept the Kawasaki in 3rd. The 
Kaw 250s were showing a big horse- 
power increase, part of which was 
attributable to a new exhaust pipe 
design. Whatever the reason, it was nice 
to see Pierce, who grabbed 4th, and 
DuHamel competitive on the still- 
teething bikes, which are now a strong 
threat in the class at Ontario. Don 
Castro and Scott battled for 5th and 


Left and Below: Production racing often has 
more meaning for the spectators, many of 
whom ride bikes to Laguna Seca from all over 
the country. Yamaha-mounted riders swept 
the first three places in the 350 class, Dale 
Singleton rode his Triumph Triple to victory 
in the 750, and DuHamel put it to the Open 
class competition on his Z1. 





6th, respectively, at the finish. A good 
race, and a boost for Roberts’ down- 
trodden ego. 

Just under 40,000 spectators showed 
up to witness the best of the racing on 
Sunday; many of them had ridden in 
from all over on motorcycles. Ed Fisher, 
the dad of racer Gary, makes it an 
annual trek from Pennsylvania. Last 
year he rode a TX500 Yamaha; this 
time he roughed it less on a new 
GL1000 Honda. It's this kind of 
machine-oriented spectator that goes 
wild over the Production racing, most 
especially the Open class. 

The battle between the Kawasaki and 
BMW 900s was bound to renew itself, 
and things in the 750 class would be 
equally interesting, since a Ducati, Tri- 
umph and several Hondas were entered. 
Lightweight Production was heavily 
dominated by 350 Yamahas. 

The Butler & Smith BMW contingent 
was represented by Reg Pridmore and 
Gary Fisher on R90S models; Dale Starr 
Engineering had Yvon DuHamel and 
David Aldana on Zls, and Ron Pierce 
and Marty Lunde also rode BeeEms. In 
the same race, but going for the 750 
class win, were Cook Neilson on a 
Ducati and Dale Singleton riding a new 
Triumph Triple. 

Surprisingly, DuHamel and Aldana 
got poor starts; Neilson's Duck Desmo 
dropped out very early with mechanical 
woes. In fact, mechanical problems side- 
lined several as the 29-mi. race pro- 
gressed. Early leader Bob Endicott 
disappeared in the pits, as did his Action 
Fours teammate Wes Cooley, both on 
Kawasakis. Aldana did the same, but 
not for mechanical troubles. His poor 
start meant that he'd have to really hang 
things out to catch up, and he didn't 
want to risk a spill and possible injury 
that might keep him out of the National 
final to follow a short time later. The 
Suzuki people probably breathed easier 
after he pulled in, since he was their 
biggest hope for the National. 

The quiet machines averaged nearly 
86 mph for the event. In comparison, 
the 250 Combined race was faster at 
just under 90 mph. DuHamel took the 
win, the second National for Dale Starr 
bikes this year. The BMWs of Ron 
Pierce and Gary Fisher filled in for 2nd 
and 3rd. These big machines prove that 
racing can be just as exciting with a lot 
less noise, because the enthusiastic 
crowd went hay wire over this race. And 
they liked seeing the Triumph of Dale 
Singleton come home as the first 750. 
Lightweight Production was a Yamaha 
sweep, with Loren McCreary taking the 
win. : 
Time for the big battle. Two five-mi. 
heats would determine grid positions for 
the National. Aldana showed just how 
serious he was and how competitive the 
TR750 Suzuki was when he took the 
first heat from Yamaha's Gene Romero. 

(Continued on page 94) 











E EVERYONE KNEW THAT 
when Honda. ally got around to 
producing "its first" 25008 two- 
stroke, it would be an outstanding 
motorcycle. But even though ex- 
pecting it, people were still awed by 
some of the machine’s abilities. It 
was the quickest motocrosser 
around. It handled beautifully in a 


5 i ) rule "aid: 
well, it was. damn near re ible. A lightning- 
ን did 


“It was bud of 1973 when the. first 250. Elsinores were ~ 
fit wasn't until the summer of "75 that a new | 


FÉ meantime doii Honda from near “the 

1 Mor 8 to the cellar. Not that Hondas got 

worse, but everyone else’s machines got much better. 

a dially- finned ‘cylinders, improved porting and 
forward-mountedsshocks. Huskys got magnesium engine cases 
and long-travel rear ends. Can-Am came on the scene with 
bulletproof motors, more horsepower than anyone had ever > 


HONDA 
CR250M1 


A fine design 

that reached the public 
a year too late 

to be competitive. 
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Forks រ too much compression ក and, ប ha 
rebound damping is good, they cause a harsh ride on rough 
tracks: Our arms pumped up quickly on the Honda. The reara ensure propel 
shocks do not have sufficient rebound" damping for the The Hond 

* standard, 100-Ib. springs. This causes the rear wheel to dance machine feel 

when power is not applied. Couple this tendency to bounce to. . believe. The saddle i 

the harsh compression action at the front end, and you can see. tank is narr - 

why the bike is a handful when brdking hard over severe - Capacity of the tank 
bumps. In fact, any time that the-suspension is asked to cope Engine power is strong, proving ) 
with something suddenly, it kicks back. When the obstacles, are despite th zappy throttle response availa 

smoother*in nature, such as wide, rolling whoopers, the Fide i is best on its torque curve since it, like the p 

quite nice. ሃ of breath all at once. It’s pulling 1i 

In this world of gas/oil suspension, the danda Honda | suddenly no more. No gradual curtal 
shocks are somewhat outdated. They should be fine for short ` decline. Honda riders lea 
20-min. motos, but we doubt they'll last under the strains'of a powerband _ and shi 
^. 45-min. battle. For those who ride the longer events, we ^ successfully, th 
suggest«replacing the shocks with, Red Wing HP Nitro units, 
Bilsteins, or the équivalent. 7 

Tf you do not wish to spring for the additional cost of 
- replacement shocks, then go to slightly heavier oil (the shocks 
are rebuildable). 

We- were really surprised” do find how the new Honda 
steered. The first Elsinore exhibited incredible front wheel. | 
washout. But the new offe doesn’t have any. Not a trace. It - 
steers so well, in fact, that you can take the inside line through 
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HONDA CR250Mf1 


SPECIFICATIONS 
List price $1325 (incl. acc. muffler) 
Suspension, front telescopic fork 
Suspension, rear swinging arm 
យ័ន 3.00-21 
៦ / ខេ: យង 4.00-18 
Engine, type two-stroke Single 
Bore x stroke, in., mm 2.756 x 2.535; 70.0 x 64.4 
Piston displacement, cu. in., cc 

Compression ratio 

Actual bhp @ rpm see dyno chart 
Actual torque @ rpm lb.-ft. see dyno chart 
Piston speed @ rpm ft./min. ...... 3380 @ 8000 
Carburetion 34mm Keihin 
Ignition 

Oil system 


premium 
primary kick, folding crank 
oil-wetted foam 


Recommended fuel 
Starting system 
Air filtration 


POWER TRANSMISSION 
Clutch 

Primary drive 

Final drive 

Gear ratios, overall:1 


multi-disc, wet 
straight-cut gear 
520 single-row chain 


DD AVENE LO NES 

Wheelbase, in 

Seatsheiqhtains 9525509 e bees 34.0 
ចម... 7.0 
Handlebar width, in 

Footpeg height, in 

Ground clearance, in. .................. 9.75 
Front fork rake angle, degrees 

Tali 0 UON eat ee ee sy een 5.8 
Curb weight (w/half-tank fuel), Ib. . . . . . . . 231.5 
Weight bias, front/rear, percent 


SUSPENSION DYNO TEST 


FRONT FORKS 


Remarks: CR forks have slightly too much compression 
damping, which will make your forearms tired. Rebound 
damping is acceptable. A lighter oil such as ATF would 
bring compression damping down to an acceptable level, 
but then the forks would top. Travel in these forks 
cannot be increased safely. 


REAR SHOCKS 


Remarks: Compression damping is slightly light, so 
heavier riders may experience rear-end bottoming on the 
Honda. Rebound damping is marginally too light for the 
100-Ib. spring fitted. Pitching and/or loss of rear-wheel 
traction in bumpy turns will result. A more viscous oil 
than standard should help both compression ‘and re- 
bound damping. Use of such an oil is possible since the 
shocks are rebuildable. 


Tests performed at Number One Products 
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DYNAMOMETER TESTS 
HORSEPOWER AND TORQUE 


ENGINE BHP ENGINE BHP 
SPEED : SPEED 
Stock Silencer Stock Silencer 


2500 ker 33. OOA 6000... 18.01... 11.16 
3000... 4.49 .... 4.85 6500... 21.83... 14.78 
95007:5555:825 5909728 7000... 25.21... 19.54 
4000... 8.25 .... 5.82 7500:512026:77:.-.- 21710 
4500... 9.45 .... 6.73 - 8000... 26.86... 20.00 
5000.. 11. 32 . 9.14 8500... 27.87...18.40 
5500.. 12.68 -10:00 9000... 29.13...19.37 


ENGINE TORQUE ENGINE TORQUE 
SPEED SPEED 
Stock Silencer Stock Silencer 


2500... 7.42 ....7.64 6000....15.77.... 9.77 
3000... 7.86 .... 8.50 6500. . . . 17.64 . . 11.94 
3500... 8.75 ....7.94 7000....18.91 .. 14.66 
4000...10.83 .... 7.65 7500...:18.74 .. 14.77 
4500...11.04 .... 7.86 8000....17.63 .. 13.12 
5000.. 11.90 ....9.60 8500.2. 517.21 .. 11.37, 
5500.. 12.10 .... 9.56 9000....17. .. 11.30 


; pee 
STOCK 


Test Conditions | | | | នះ ONERE 
Barometer ,....... 29.98 | 29.13 MAX 


Temperature..... 74! Dry | 

64f Wet | 
Correction Factor... 1.037 | | 
SILENCER 


HORSEPOWER: 
CORRECTED REAR WHEEL T T = == ኾኢ — — 21.10 MAX 
HORSEPOWER, + 
STOCK —— SILENCER = 


TORQUE IN FOOT POUNDS, STOCK TORQUE: 
STOCK — ሠ SILENCER === - - --ተ - 18.91 MAX — 
n | 
| 


- መ= መ 

_ SILENCER 

TORQUE: 
14.77 


| 
1 
| 


RPM X 100 


PARTS PRICING 


Cylinder ......... . .$89.70/$104.30* 
Cylinder Head .... States ከጋር). ያ 1) 
Piston ;; ee .. គ . . 16.20/16.20* 
(1) Set Rings ..... aesti 910 
Rear Shocks (each) . . slm cr 9g20 
FrontHub ........ m 40.50 
Rear Hub . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46.79 
Drive Chain (standard) .. 31.10 
Front Fender ....... ន 24.00 - : : Fa ; 
Rear Fender ........ , . 18.50 f ; ; ^ mer pis y 
Ignition Parts : យ 
ទាយ . . . 17.04 ; 
Points: យា à ..... 3.86 
Condenser ...... ea ORES HINE 
Magneto Assembly ...... AU . 110. 60. 
Sealed Unit Type . ន 109. 45* 
Carburetor ........ we 49. 60/45.30* 
Crankshaft ........ Dp ንቃ 1 13 
Connecting Rod-.... 5. 3! 
Shift Lever- ងយ ./.11] 
Brake Pedal - - አ - - -  › eee -  - - . . - - . . . 20.60 


* Although our test bike was equipped in standard form, Honda 
has these parts available to the rider who wants to increase 
horsepower on the Elsinore. 





he pre-race meeting took place in 

a locked garage down in the infield 

of the Daytona International 
Speedway. Inside the garage were 
Kenny Roberts, Gene Romero, Don 
Castro and a handsome dark-haired man 
with a moustache and sunglasses and a 
clipboard in his hand. He was Peter S. 
(Pete) Schick, coordinator of Yamaha’s 
racing efforts in the U.S. Schick stood 
while the others sat listening. From time 
to time he glanced at notes on his 
clipboard while talking. He didn’t have a 
lot to say. 

Clutch plates in all three team TZ750 
Yamahas that had burned out during 
morning practice were being replaced... 
the two refueling stops for the 200-mile 
race would come, as usual, on the 17th 
and 34th laps...the weather forecast 
was for relatively mild temperatures. . . 

Between glances at the clipboard, 
Schick studies his three racers—his 
**kids," as he likes to call them— with a 
practiced eye. The great Kenny Roberts, 
on the pole position at 107 mph, 
seemed to be daydreaming. The great 
Gene Romero, starting third, was fidget- 
ing and chain-smoking and obviously 
eager to ask questions. The great Don 
Castro, starting the race from deep in 
the pack, seemed worried. 

“Questions,” said Schick, and looked 
at Romero. 

“Pete, for my refueling stops, you'll 
signal me three times, right? 
Three laps before the 
stop, then two laps, 
and then one 

lap?" 





















Schick nodded. They had gone over 
this many times before. 

"And you'll signal me my lap times 
every lap?" 

Right again, said Schick, smiling to 
reassure Romero. 

"Okay," Schick said. The meeting 
was over. He unlocked the garage door 
and showed Roberts, Romero and 
Castro out one by one. Team captain 
Roberts had not said one word. To 
himself Schick thought: “Kenny’s run- 
ning the whole race in his mind. He's 
like a computer. He's probably already 
run it five times, and now he's doing it 
again." Romero, a bundle of nervous 
energy, walked out of the garage next. 
Castro came out last. Schick draped an 
arm around Castro's shoulder. 

"Donnie," he said, “you just remem- 
ber that you can win this thing. We all 
know you can. So just do your best and 
remember that. You can win it, guy." 
Castro nodded wanly. Schick smiled 
encouragement and patted him on the 
back. Pumping up Don Castro before a 
race was as much Pete Schick's job as 
leaving Roberts alone and answering the 
keyed-up Romero's questions. 

Schick glanced at his watch. He 
walked to the Daytona pits along the 
edge of the banked front straightaway. 
Time for a chat with the immaculate 
Kel Carruthers, builder of the three 
immaculate yellow and black works 
Yamahas. Carruthers and his men had 
the refueling rigs set up. Everything was 
in order, and Schick, a disciplined man, 
permitted himself the luxury of one of 
the 10 cigarettes he allows himself on a 
race day. 

If he was worried about the chances 
of the Yamaha team he did not 
show it. Worrying was for 
others, not the man 
racing refers 

to as 
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“The Godfather." And even if some 
disaster did strike down all three team 
bikes, a Yamaha win of some sort was 
preordained. Seventy of the race's 90 
starters were aboard Yamahas, including 
the entire five-bike front row with the 
exception of the blue Suzuki of the 
Finn, Lansivuori. And Harley-Davidson, 
the only U.S. racing team that can rival 
Yamaha for organization, was not con- 
testing Daytona at all, except in the 250 
Combined event. 

Nice, comfortable odds. And with a 
man like Pete Schick calling the shots 
for Yamaha from the sidelines, the odds 
for a victory shortened that much more. 

All that was left was for Schick to 
make a last-minute inspection of the 
bikes, and deliver more pats on the 
backs of his riders. Finally, amidst 
smoke and noise, the 1975 Daytona 
200 roared away, and Roberts, Romero 
and Castro sent their big Yamahas 
around the winding track. 

For Schick, those three were the 
only riders in the race. Scribbling furi- 
ously on his clipboard with one hand 
and working a stopwatch with the 
other, he recorded times and kept sepa- 
rate lap charts on the trio. He exulted as 
Roberts on the No. 1 bike swept past 
Lansivuori and into the lead. He fretted 
as Castro on No. 11 fell farther and 
farther behind. He observed the No. 3 
bike of the steady Romero, his pre-race 
jitters gone now, hanging in there. Gene 
was saving his fastest laps for later. 

The race was totally absorbing to 
Schick, and nothing could break his 
concentration. Suddenly Roberts 
roared into the pits bawling, “Clutch! 
Clutch! The clutch has gone out!" 

Schick did not panic; he watched 
mechanics push away Roberts’ broken 
machine, then immediately forgot all 
about Roberts and devoted his serious 


attention to Romero, now running 
second. 

Over the track public address system 

came word that the leader, 


Steve McLaughlin on an 
independent Yamaha, 
had just crashed. 
*'Steve's 















bailed,” cried Schick to the Yamaha pit 
men out on the grass strip separating the 
pit lane from the race track. “Signal 
that to Gene. He probably saw it hap- 
pen, but signal him anyway. He’s lead- 
ing the race now.” 

And the next time Pete Schick got to 
talk to Gene Romero was inside Day- 
tona’s victory circle. 

wo words come to mind when 

you think of Pete Schick. The first 

is success, because for the last few 
seasons Schick's success—Team Yama- 
ha’s success—on the Grand National 
racing tour has been staggering. Having 
won the Daytona 200 only once before 
Schick took over the team, Yamaha has 
now won the last four 200s in a row. 
Never having won an American Motor- 
cycle Association manufacturers’ cham- 
pionship previously, Yamaha now has 
won two straight, setting records in 
both 1973 and '74 for points earned. 
Never having owned the coveted Num- 
ber One plate before, Yamaha has 
owned it for two years now, thanks to 
Kenny Roberts. 

Yamahas also won the U.S. Open 
motocross title (1973, Pierre Karsmak- 
ers) and took the world land speed 
record (Don Vesco) at Utah's Bonneville 
Salt Flats. And there have been other 
successes too. Pete Schick has been 
largely responsible for a lot of them. 

The second word Pete Schick brings 
to mind is power. He has awesome 
power—too much power, say his detrac- 
tors—and Schick admits this. It's one 
reason he's called The Godfather. Ask 
him if he isn't the most powerful 
individual in Grand National motorcycle 
racing today, and he will shrug and 
reply that it only seems that way, and 
he doesn't like to think of himself in 
that light. ..but he can't deny it either. 

Schick's power is spread around in 
different ways. He's a member of the 
National Championship Committee, 
which sets the racing schedule, a past 
member of the AMA’s board of direc- 
tors, and is a former director by proxy 
of the Motorcycle Industry Council. 
Very important is his job at Yamaha 
International in Buena Park, California, 
where he has a staff of 20 working for 
him, including nine riders, and is man- 
ager of Research & Development of new 
two-wheel products. But it is in 
his position as coordinator of 
racing for Yamaha that 
Pete Schick is able 

to exercise his 


the most. He's the man who gets to hire 
and fire factory riders, and seemingly 
has the ability to turn these riders into 
stars. That's power. 

There are numerous examples. Gene 
Romero, the 1970 Grand National 
Champion, had slumped to 7th place in 
the standings before coming to work for 
Schick and Yamaha at the end of 1973. 
By the end of '74 Romero had vaulted 
up to 3rd, had won two of the year's 
most prestigious races—Indianapolis and 
Ontario—and, of course, won Daytona 
last March. Team rider Don Castro was a 
six-year veteran who had never won a 
Grand National race until joining Schick 
and Yamaha in 1973. He won his first 
one that same season. And in moto- 
cross, Schick turned Karsmakers, a 
talented but little-known Dutchman, 
into the U.S. Champion and a rider 
Motor Cycle News of England called “a 
true superstar in every sense of the 
word." 

But for every rider he's added to 
Yamaha's U.S. team, Schick has had to 
turn down dozens of others—sometimes 
it seems as if all the racers and would-be 
racers in America come to Pete Schick 
for jobs. 

"Pete Schick," said Terry Tiernan, 
former president of Yamaha Interna- 
tional, “is a great guy, who actually has 
a very rotten job to do. He's the one 
who has to say ‘no’ to the racers and 
would-be racers.” 

By now Schick knows all the racers, 
and has their various selling techniques 
memorized. There are some who under- 
stand and accept it when he says no, he 
can’t hire them, and Yamaha can’t give 
them free race bikes, but others who 
don’t hear a word he is saying. Many of 
the ones Schick turns down hate him 
for it, and therefore cannot be objective 
about him. 

They say that the only reason Team 
Yamaha wins Grand National races is 
because of Kenny Roberts—forgetting 
that Pete Schick and Yamaha were 
shrewd enough to sign Roberts to a 
three-year contract at a time when other 
manufacturers were passing him over. 

They say that Team Yamaha wins 
races because Schick lets Kel Carruthers 
do all the work. But Carruthers, like 
Roberts, had to be signed. 

They say Schick is successful because 
Yamaha has the best bikes—forgetting 
that the little 350cc Yamaha road racing 
Twins were inferior and so were the 
750cc dirt track Twins until develop- 
ment work got them going. 

They say Schick’s team wins because, 

of all the manufacturers, Yamaha has 
the biggest racing budget and 
this could be true. But 

the money isn't 

enough; it has 

to be 


spent in the right way. And knowing 
that race victories mean nothing if they 
aren't publicized, Schick and Yamaha 
have their own talented publicist, Bob 
Shafer, spreading the word. 

“I feel sorry for the privateer riders 
who have to race against the factory 
teams," says Schick. "They don’t have a 
chance, and it isn’t fair. But as long as 
Harley-Davidson, Suzuki and Kawasaki 
have factory teams, Yamaha is going to 
have one, too." 

Schick seems to have a tolerant 
attitude toward his critics. Even when 
Steve McLaughlin, Schick’s loudest 
critic of all (who once was getting 
freebies from Yamaha, but does no 
longer), called Schick ‘‘dangerous,” 
Schick’s reaction was to shrug it off, 
saying: "To be successful in anything, 
there's got to be some S.O.B. who has 
to say ‘no.’ And, in racing, I guess I'm 
that S.O.B. Where I get into trouble 
with some of these racers like McLaugh- 
lin, is that I come right out and say ‘no.’ 
I don't pussy-foot around. I don't be- 
lieve in that." 

ete Schick expressed similar com- 
ments that day in 1972 when 

Tiernan, then still president of the 
corporation, called him to his office to 
place him in charge of Yamaha's racing 
program. Although the yearly racing 
budget exceeded $1 million, matters 
were totally disorganized. Everybody," 
Schick remembers, ‘‘was doing his own 
thing." In what was loosely referred to 
as the "racing division," the Grand 
National riders were Kenny Roberts, 
Jim Odom, Chuck Palmgren, Keith 
Mashburn, Kel Carruthers and Pat 
Evans. All had their own outside tuners. 
Yamaha's motocross team of Gary and 
Dewayne Jones, Jim Weinert and Marty 
Tripes, had in effect been taken over by 
the two racing fathers, Jones and Tripes. 

It was hardly surprising, then, that 
for all the money spent and talent 
involved, Yamaha was not doing par- 
ticularly well at the races. "It'll take 
you at least a year to get everything 
straightened out," Tiernan told Schick. 

Shick, at the time, was already one 
of Yamaha's blossoming corporate stars. 
He had been with the corporation since 
1964, had risen through the ranks as a 
district manager and later served time in 
Portland, Chicago and California as a 
district sales manager. His latest title 
was national sales coordinator. 

Completely reorganizing Yamaha's 
racing program might make him unpop- 
ular, Schick realized, but something had 
to be done. Besides, he was a racing 
enthusiast from way back. He told 
Tiernan he'd take the job on one condi- 
tion: “That I get to call all the shots." 

Tiernan granted him that. 

During the opening races of 1972, a 
Cinderella story seemed to be unfolding. 
Young Yamaha rookie Roberts seized 

the early Grand National point lead > 
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and held it through June before nerves 
and mechanical blowups took their toll. 
By the end of the year, Roberts and 
Yamaha had slumped to 4th in the 
standings behind Mark Brelsford (Har- 
ley-Davidson), Gary Scott and Gene 
Romero (Triumph). But Schick had 
expected this to happen, so wasn't 
unduly upset. 

“Our bikes just weren't fast enough," 
he explained. “Kenny surprised Harley 
by starting so fast, but by summer 
Harley had its act together and just 
kicked the hell out of us." But Schick 
had stayed within his budget for the 
entire season, and this was a victory of 
sorts: it was the first time in the history 
of Yamaha's racing team that the 
budget had not been exceeded. 

For 1973, Schick rolled up his 
sleeves and went to work. Dropped 
from the Grand National team were 
Mashburn, Odom and Palmgren, but 
Schick signed Roberts to a three-year 
contract, got Don Castro away from 
Triumph and signed him for two years, 
and put Gary Fisher under a one-year 
road racing contract. Tired of squab- 
bling with what he called “the father 
and son teams," he disbanded the Ya- 
maha motocross program and invited an 
experienced Dutchman, Pierre Karsmak- 
ers, over for a season. And, to coordi- 
nate the work, he placed the veteran 
tuner Shell Thuett under contract and 
in charge of Grand National dirt track 
racing, and hired Kel Carruthers to be 
boss of the road racing tuners. 

It was Schick's idea that Roberts, 
Castro and Fisher be paid monthly 
salaries no matter what, be paid bonuses 
on wins, and be allowed to keep all 
prize money. None of them would have 
to work on their motorcycles—Thuett 
and Carruthers would take care of that— 
and their air fares and expenses to and 
from the races would be paid by Ya- 
maha. Such generosity was another 
thing that helped earn Schick his **God- 
father" nickname, but generosity was 
actually the last thing on Shick's mind. 
He'd done a costcutting survey and 
discovered it was more economical to 
run the team this way. It also allowed 
the riders time to concentrate on one 
thing, winning. 

Now Schick had the riding and me- 
chanical talent he needed to seriously 
challenge the Grand National Cham- 
pion, but no new motorcycles. Racing 
development had lagged, and the ma- 
chines Yamaha was forced to field in 
1978 were the same slow ones from 
1972. Schick put in a bid to have 

Yamaha of Japan build bigger 
750cc road racers, and 
then decided to 
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time by dazzling the opposition. All 
Team Yamaha bikes were painted yel- 
low and black, as were the clothing and 
leathers of the riders and mechanics. 
Canvas chairs were painted up with each 
rider’s name neatly inscribed on the 
back, Hollywood-style, and the trans- 
port vans were painted that way too. 
The whole dazzling entourage was 
plunked down in the middle of the 
Houston Astrodome at the opening 
Grand National of 1973, and Schick 
waited. 

Amidst all of the dazzle, no one 
seemed to notice that the Yamahas were 
the same slow bikes of the year before. 
Rather, the team exuded a look of 
power and professionalism that almost 
scared the opposition away. Schick 
knew he was on the right track when 
during the racing season both Mert 
Lawwill and Gene Romero approached 
him about coming to work for Yamaha. 
So did other top-ranked riders. 

There were other changes on Team 
Yamaha. Gone, for instance, was the 
“do your own thing" attitude of past 
years, and replacing it was discipline. 
Long hair was prohibited (when Kenny 
Roberts’ young buddy Skip Aksland, a 
top Novice class dirt track racer, asked 
Schick for some spare parts, Schick told 
him to get a haircut first). Roberts and 
Castro were expected to attend press 
and public relations functions, and to 
show up in suits and ties. “It was very 
important," Schick says, “that the press 
should think of the Yamaha riders as 
the guys in the white hats. We were 
determined to build that image.” 

Roberts won at the Astrodome. Then 
the late Jaarno Sarrinen won Daytona 
with Kel Carruthers (mixing his mechan- 
ical duties with riding duties), 2nd. Jim 
Evans on a private Yamaha was 3rd. In 
the dirt and road races that followed, 
Roberts picked up more than enough 
Grand National points to clinch Number 
One and give Yamaha the long-sought- 
after manufacturers’ title. And Kars- 
makers won for Yamaha the motocross 
crown. 

Winning, however, did not make 
Schick complacent. Now  Yamaha's 
powerful sales department wanted a 
third rider added to the team, backing 
up Roberts and Castro on the Grand 
National dirt tracks where they were 
facing upwards of 10 Harley-David- 
sons. Finding a rider was no problem, 
Schick had dozens of names at his 
disposal. All he cared about was preserv- 
ing the team’s winning edge and its 
harmony. He wanted Roberts and 
Castro to be in on the choice-making. 
Gary Scott was passed over because he 
was thought to be too controversial, 
Mert Lawwill was not taken for some 
other reason, and Gene Romero got 

picked. Schick presented him 
a one-year contract and 

told the former 

Triumph 


rider that he was to be the backup rider, 
and that Roberts was still the team’s 
star. 

The choice was perfect. Although 
Roberts won another Grand National 
Championship in 1974, it was Romero 
who helped gain the points that gave 
Yamaha its second manufacturers’ title. 
Gene won two major Grand Nationals, 
rode one of the explosive new TZ700 
road racers to three new speed records 
at Daytona, and finished 1974 the 
3rd-ranked rider in the U.S. 

ow in the middle of its third year 

under Schick’s direction, Team 

Yamaha seems looser, a bif more 
relaxed. Roberts’ hair now covers his 
ears, as does Schick’s. But it would be a 
mistake to think that Pete Schick is 
easing up. Accused of being a perfec- 
tionist, Schick says, of course he is. 
“This isn't some game we're playing," 
he said recently, "it's a business, a very 
serious business. We’re sending three 
kids out on the track to race at 170 
mph. And if that isn’t serious, I don’t 
know what is." 

Yamaha is in racing to win, Schick 
continues, but defeat is not so terrible 
for him to take if it was unavoidable. 
Avoidable mistakes drive Schick up the 
wall. At a Northern California dirt track 
at Golden Gate Fields in 1973, an 
improperly-tightened nut loosened on 
the rear wheel of Kenny Roberts’ bike, 
allowing the wheel to come off. Roberts 
fell and lay in the track for a long time. 
After Schick examined the bike, he 
tongue-lashed mechanic Shell Thuett 
unmercifully. That was unnecessary, 
since the veteran tuner was himself 
devastated by his mistake. But ever 
since then Schick has roped off the 
Yamaha pits and is reluctant to allow 
anyone to come past the rope, including 
journalists and photographers. “If a 
mechanic is busy working on a bike, and 
somebody comes up to ask him ques- 
tions or take his picture, it's distracting, 
even dangerous," explains Schick. But 
one of Schick's critics says: “That’s 
about the only thing Schick really does 
at the races—chase people out of the 
Yamaha pits.” 

Schick seems a cool customer, his 
dark eyes usually hidden behind his 
sunglasses. He doesn't covet publicity, 
unless it is publicity for Yamaha, and 
considers himself a behind-the-scenes 
personality. He doesn't, for instance, 
talk of the scores of promising young 
riders he's helped through the years 
with free parts and advice (in spite of 
his reputation for saying no). Nor does 
Schick speak of the many development 
projects in the area of motorcycle safety 
and competition that he's initiated as 
Yamaha's R&D man. Only once, in fact, 
have I seen Pete Schick lose his famous 
cool—and it was when I mentioned that 
"chasing people out of the pits" com- 
ment to him. 

(Continued on page 105) 
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Joel Robert and Roger 
DeCoster—have told me they 
could be World Champion. 

The factory BSA MXers 
were light and powerful and 
could run against anything in 
their day. Lack of top rider 
talent kept BSA from getting 
very far. BSA factory riders 
back then were some of the 
best in the world; but the 
Continentals were better. 

Looking over CYCLE 
WORLD issues from the last 
decade produces some inter- 
esting food for thought. We 
tested nearly every available 
production 500 four-stroke 
Single made in that 10 years, 
with two exceptions: the 
BSA Gold Star and the Moto- 
Guzzi Falcone. We did, how- 
ever, test the Catalina, a Gold 
Star without lights. In addi- 
tion, we tested three Velo- 
cettes, three BSAs, three 
Matchlesses, one Norton and 
a really wild creation, the 
ESO 500. It was a scrambler 
that used the speedway en- 
gine mounted in a. Jawa 
frame. 

With the exception of the 
Matchless GSOCSR and the 
Manx Norton, performance 
of the bikes was nearly identi- 
cal. The GSOCSR consisted of 
an sohc road racing engine 
mounted in a G80CS frame. 
It was a terror to ride in 
traffic. The Manx Norton 
was, of course, an out-of-the- 
box, limited production ៤០៤០ 
road racer. It reigned almost 
undefeated in Europe and at 
Daytona’s old beach course 
(until the AMA ran them 
out). 

But neither of these two 
bikes was exactly what you 
would call production, 
though the GSOCSR was in- 
tended for road use. I think it 
was simply a thinly disguised 
road racer, designed to beat 
someone's rules. It turned the 
quarter-mile in 14.1 sec. at 98 
mph. Who ever said a Single 
couldn't be a superbike? 

The Norton was geared for 
the Isle of Man, so, with such 
tall gearing, getting it off the 
line was a chore. Neverthe- 
less, it turned the quarter in 
15.5 and 98 mph. The 


GSOCSR would top out 
around 121 mph; the Manx 
would hit 142. The Manx 
weighed 325 lb. in racing 
trim, the Matchbox 385. 
Both pretty light for their 
types. 

The ESO was the lightest 
at 296 lb.; it was a pure 
off-road bike of the kind then 
called a scrambler. The heavi- 
est was a Velocette Clubman, 
a road bike with fairing and a 
huge gas tank. It weighed in 
at 435 lb. Average weight of 
the 11 bikes tested was 
around 348. Consideration 
must be given to the fact that 
six were pure off-road, three 
were road bikes, and two 
were dual-purpose. The point 
is, man were they heavy. 

Horsepower claims were 
heavy too. Up to 50 bhp was 
claimed. About that time 
BSA Singles dominated Ascot 
Park’s Friday night AMA 
half-miles, and the sharpest 
tuners of the day were getting 
48 to 50 measured on dynos 
from fully prepared racing 
engines. So much for truth in 
advertising in the '60s. Proba- 
bly a pretty good thing that 
Good Housekeeping wasn't 
approving motorcycles. 

Performance comparisons 
are interesting too. The previ- 
ously mentioned Matchless 
and Norton were the fastest 
and quickest. BSA’s Gold 
Star was the quickest in the 
quarter at 14.8 sec., but the 
BSA Victor 441 was faster by 
one mph at 83. The Victor 
took 15.5 sec. to get there 
though. The Velocette Club- 
man, Matchless G80 and 
G85CS, and the ESO all ran 
the quarter in the low six- 
teens, turning in the mid-70 
mph bracket. 

Except for the single over- 
head cam Matchless and the 
double overhead cam Norton, 
all were overhead valve en- 
gines with long pushrods. All 
used four-speed gearboxes, 
but there was a five-speed 
conversion available for the 
Manx for quite a while. Gear- 
boxes were separate from the 
engine in all but the BSA MX 
and Victor 441, the first unit- 
construction Singles, I ከ6- 
lieve. They all had one lovely 
thing in common. They went 


thump, thump, thump. And 
they wouldidle. How many of 
you out there remember rac- 
ing bikes that idled? Don’t 
give me that heavy flywheel 
crap... m being romantic. 
remember? 

Before the Ariel Owners 
Club lets fly at me for not 
mentioning the Red Hunter, 
let me say that it was out of 
production when I started 
CYCLE WORLD, so we never 
got the chance to test one. 
Ditto for the Vincent Single, 
Matchless Typhoon and a real 
giant of the day, the Panther. 
There are probably a lot more 
I didn’t mention, but I’m 
addressing only CYCLE 
WORLD's first decade, 1962 
to 1972. 

We used to laugh at yet 
another thing they all had in 
common- starting. Worst was 
the Velocette with its short 
kickstart lever. All fitted 
compression releases, so the 
drill consisted of decompress- 
ing the engine, kicking it 
through to top dead center, 
backing up on the lever, pick- 
ing up an anvil and putting it 
in your pocket, jumping in 
the air and landing on it. 

Now we have the Yamaha 
ា 500៤, tested last month in 
CW. We also have the remark- 
able Bill Bell at Long Beach 
Honda and Powrol up in 
Oregon. Both of the latter are 
building goodies that turn the 
XL350 Honda into a Baja 
winning bomb. Powroll sells 
the parts to make your 
Honda a 450, and Long 
Beach Honda will put one 
together for you. By the time 
you read this, we may hear 
that Honda is at last building 
an XL500. I certainly hope 
so. 

Younger readers who have 
never ridden a four-stroke 
Single are in for a whole new 
experience. They are gener- 
ally more reliable than two- 
strokes, have better torque 
characteristics, and will pull 
right off idle. Furthermore, 
they can be made to buzz, are 
pleasant to listen to, will run 
on lower grade fuels— without 
having to worry about gas/oil 
mixing in any form, of 
course—and, best of all, they 
go thump, thump, etc. 





There is a load of irony 
here. BSA was the last maker 
of thumpers until it quit just 
a few short years ago. Ducati 
has made some of the best 
Singles in history, the biggest 
a desmodromic 450, half of 
which is the 700 Twin it 
makes now. Ducati dropped 
them for 1975, switching to 
four-stroke Twins. BSA is no 
longer. Velocette folded back 
in the late '60s. Jawa/ESO 
still makes the Single that 
dominates world speedway 
racing, but until Yamaha 
blew our minds around here, 
Jawa/ESO was the only one 
in the world building thump- 
ers other than Honda, who, as 
mentioned, limits them to 
350cc. 

Part of the reason for this 
series of events is the impend- 
ing pollution control regula- 
tions. The two-stroke is a 
much more difficult engine to 
control. It is being speculated 
that we will soon see the last 
of two-stroke road bikes. 
Hopefully off-road bikes will 
be given special exemptions 
in the future. It makes sense, 
but that human trait is not 
too common among legisla- 
tive bodies. Yamaha will 
show two more 1976 four- 
strokes soon...a 750 Three 
and a 360 Twin, both obvi- 
ously for the road. 

We may be having the 
four-stroke engine forced 


.back on us, at least for road 


and dual-purpose applica- 
tions. Honda has been aware 
of the trend for several years; 
Yamaha has now followed 
suit. Kawasaki has had a 500 
thumper—called the “‘Lob- 
ster” in the company’s secret 
jargon—for several years, but 
has yet to produce it. Ya- 
maha may force Kawasaki’s 
hand. Only Suzuki remains as 
a predominantly two-stroke- 
oriented maker, and I have to 
believe that it is watching all 
of this very closely. The next 
decade of motorcycling is go- 
ing to be very different from 
the last. Some things will 
have come full circle, like the 
return of the thumper. No 
matter what kind of a decade 
it turns out to be, it will 
certainly sound good. Going 
thump, thump, thump. o 
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before Christmas whenever we’re 

expecting a new road test machine 
at the CYCLE WORLD offices. There’s 
always lots of expectation and excite- 
ment on my part, simply because I love 
motorcycles just about more than any- 
thing, and a glance in my garage would 
tell anyone that in a blink. But I was 
doubly curious about the new Honda 
CB750F Super Sport we were about to 
get, and when I spied it rolling into the 
parking lot by the CW shop on a big 
flatbed truck, I grabbed my helmet and 
headed out the door. 

A lot of things were going through 
my mind just then about the metallic 
blue beauty sitting on the back of that 
truck. Because in the most recent years 
I've been touring on a motorcycle, there 
is no machine more prevalent out on the 
open highway than Honda's popular 
750 Four. Well over 100,000 of the K 
series bikes have made their way into 
the hands and hearts of loyal owners all 
over the world, and many of these are 
used for strictly touring purposes. So 
when Honda introduced the new Super 
Sport version this spring, | was curious 
if the pseudo cafe racer motif would 
deter serious “long run" riders, or if the 
many improvements would make the 
machine a better one for crossing the 
country. 

Let's face it. A change in the 750 was 
overdue. When the first big Four was 
introduced in late 1969, it was fresh and 
exciting, a major element in the then 
dawning "superbike" era. But the years 
took the sizzle out and sheer numbers 
made the 750 as common and humdrum 
as a VW Bus in Big Sur...the change 
the new Super Sport provides is wel- 
comed and refreshing. 

Honda's remolding of its famed Four 
includes a new four-into-one exhaust 
system replacing the four separate pipes 
and mufflers. The fuel tank appears 
longer and is slimmer looking. It uses a 
new recessed filler opening that's con- 
cealed by a locking lid, but the lid 


ID PM like a kid the night 


doesn't match the paint color, which 
cheapens the appearance. Accent strip- 
ing is decaled... yellow and black to 
accent the metallic blue of our test 
machine. The blue finish also continues 
around the seat base and onto the tail 
section, both molded from plastic. Plas- 
tic is also used on the sidecovers that are 
painted a metallic gray and mounted in 
rubber grommets for easy on and off 
accessibility to electrical fuses and com- 
ponents and the oil tank and dipstick. 

Like just about everything these 
days, the Honda appears to have suf- 
fered, if only slightly at this point, in 
the quality department. Workmanship 
seems to have slipped a notch and 
anywhere on the bike that a few cents 
could be saved by easing up on toler- 
ances and what have you... they were 
saved. The seat hinge is a good example. 
K series bikes had two on which to 
pivot the seat, the F model has only 
one. So when you flip up the new seat it 
wiggles and shakes and feels as though 
it’s going to come off in your hands. 

Taking pretensions seriously, the 
Super Sports are supposed to bend 
around corners better...so Honda 
came up with a new frame with revised 
geometry for the F; there’s now a rear 
disc brake, the clumsy looking fork 
gaiters are gone and the engine’s been 
spiced up and quieted down considera- 
bly. No doubt about it, the 750 Super 
Sport is much more than ‘“‘cosmetically 
new." 

After the rest of the CW staff had its 
fling on the new machine and provided 
me with their comments, I was ready 
for mine, and I had a few ideas about 
where Miss Honda and I would be 
heading. It was a run I’d had in mind for 
months; up the majestic California 
coastline to Monterey, then across the 
state to the historic Mother Lode Coun- 
try and famed Highway 49, running 300 
miles through towns that played a lead- 
ing role in the development of the West. 
I'd be as far north in the state as Sierra 
City, and I figured the mileage at trip's 


California's 
Mother Lode 
Country 


Gold Nugget Lookin’ On Honda’s CB750F Super Sport 
By D. Randy Riggs 
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end to be roughly 1500. Time to prep 
the Super Sport. 

Associate editor Fernando Belair had 
just made the run to the Laguna Seca 
National Road Race on the bike and 
turned it over to me with 2400 miles on 
the odometer. After a brief ride I knew 
three things had to go: the handgrips, 
the passenger assist strap across the seat 
and the turn signal warning beeper. With 
those in a proper circular file, I got 
down to more serious business. I called 
Des Bowman at Tru-Ride of Orange 
County, who fixed me up with some 
Tru-Ride for each of the Honda's tires. 
Tru-Ride is an amazing liquid tire bal- 
ancer that also doubles as a puncture 
sealer. I use it in all my own motorcy- 
cles and it makes quite a difference. 
Any imbalance is taken care of and a 
bonus is the added insurance of punc- 
ture sealing. Many police departments 
are using Tru-Ride in their motorcycles 
with good results; I wouldn't be without 
it. 

I then had to cope with some sort of 
a luggage carrier for my gear. Since the 
Super Sport is a new model, none of the 
existing racks on the market for the K 
series bikes fit. But my timing was 
perfect when I called Bob Hidiman at 
Amco.. They'd just finished the first 
luggage racks for the CB750F; beauti- 
fully finished, high quality units that 
hold Amco's Tote Bag securely in place. 
The rack bolts in place in minutes and 
swings out of the way when the rider 
has to get under the flip up seat for 
tools or whatever. It made my entire 
trip far more convenient and 
comfortable. 

The evening before departure I went 
over the machine carefully and per- 
formed a routine service, changing the 
oil and filter and generally seeing that I 
had a few little odds and ends to 
perform minor fix-ups. Under the faired 
extension behind the seat, there's a 
plastic storage compartment with a lid 
that has a built in hinge; the plastic 
material is polypropylene and can be 
flexed back and forth over and over 
without breaking... the lid is an inter- 
esting application of the material. Inside 
there's a clamp to hold owner's manual 
and documents to the underside of the 
lid, and the compartment itself is big 
enough to hold a set of metric sockets, 
assorted screwdrivers, a spare tube and a 
small roll of duct tape. The toolkit 
nestles in its own little shelf near the 
battery, and I had enough extra room 
next to it for a couple of my ISDT tire 


irons. 
With the machine loaded and ready 


to go I headed out in the early morning 
coastal mist, onto a northbound Inter- 
state, pointed for the magic of 
Monterey. 


Below Top: Lightly traveled side roads off 
Hwy. 49 are the most interesting. Below 
Bottom: Lots of good features like strong disc 
brakes made the CB750F very worthwhile for 
a lengthy excursion. Above Far Right: Mon- 
terey has so much to see it’s worth a good trip 
in itself. Below Far Right: Honda’s Super 
Sport handles better than its predecessor but 
suffers some from a touring point of view. 









Photography: Walt Fulton, D. Randy Riggs 
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If the engine is cold on the SS, full 
choke is necessary for a couple of 
minutes; then it can be gradually eased 
off as the engine comes closer to operat- 
ing temperature. The new fuel petcock 
is easier to figure out and the centrally 
located key ignition switch is a change 
that’s been needed for ages. The switch 
also doubles as a very convenient fork 
lock when the ignition is switched off 
and the key is turned one notch farther 
counterclockwise and depressed. Now 
there’s no excuse for leaving the ma- 
chine unlocked. 

My mind kept searching its memory 
banks for data on the older K series 
machines—on which I’ve probably 
logged 30,000 miles over the years—as ! 
rolled down the freeway. I kept wanting 
to shift one more time even after I was 
in high gear; the engine was buzzing 
along fairly lively at 60 mph. The 
mirrors were vibrating images into 
enough of a blur that you couldn't tell a 
CHP car from a KW Semi, unless the 
throttle was slackened off to idle or you 
grabbed one of the mirrors to steady 
it...and that’s a drag to have to 
contend with. K model 750s have a 
slight problem with vibration as well, 
part of the nature of the in-line Four, 
but the 750F has been geared lower by 
virtue of a 17-tooth primary sprocket 
and changes in 4th and Sth gear ratios, 
thereby magnifying the annoyance. But 
on the good side, the F accelerates 
harder, due in part to the new gearing. 
There's good and bad to everything I 
suppose. 

I felt more comfortable in heavy 
traffic slow-going on the F than on any 
other 750K I’ve ever ridden, both han- 
dling and engine-wise; driveline snatch 
was annoying but expected, and re- 
sponse to throttle openings instant. The 
bike’s silence never disturbed any of the 
early morning commuters’ sleep. The 
new rear disc brake is also a big im- 
provement over the previous 750’s 
mediocre drum setup. But the disc on 
my particular machine was slightly 
warped and tended to grab and release, 
even with steady, constant drag on the 
pedal. Later, a visual inspection showed 
high and low spots on the disc itself, the 
reason for the disconcerting feeling. 

Since the main part of my trip and 
main objective was to travel the full 
length of Highway 49 in the central 
portion of the state, some people would 
probably think it a bit odd to ride out 
of my way up the Coast Highway; there 
are many faster ways north from my 
home in Laguna Niguel. True, not the 
fastest or easiest way, but Highway 1 is 


one of those magic, two-lane curvy 
things that puts a smile on your 
face...kinda like a two-legged curvy 


thing. 'Course, the smile has to be put 
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there with the right kind of motorcycle 
for bending the bends. And I wasn't 
sure just how well the new Honda 
would cope. At San Luis Obispo I 
pointed the freeway cruising scooter 
toward the signs with the numeral “1,” 
watching the Pacific melt into view once 
again for the first time since leaving 
home. The town was Morro Bay and the 
wind was chilling. I kept the bike at 60 
mph and wished it had a throttle stop 
screw like the K series models so I could 
rest my now tired right arm and hand. 
Holding open those four 28mm Keihin 
carbs all day long turns out to be a hell 
of a chore. But don't castigate Honda 
for the lack of a stop screw; rather, put 
out to pasture the lawmaker who de- 
cided a throttle stop was unsafe. Never 
mind the fact that he may have never 
been on a motorcycle in his protected 
and far-removed life. 

With the last of the four-lane rolling 
underneath my tires, I thought for a 
moment about the old “Bronson” T.V. 
show, and some of the spectacular 
footage they shot along this same high- 
way. It brought back good feelings, 
because that weekly hour of television 
captured the free feeling of touring on a 
motorcycle. Sure, there were the usual 
Holly wood technical mistakes, the ones 
we used to laugh about in the garage as 
we polished our machines, but I’ve 
never forgotton the series and this road 
always reminds me of it. 

And surprisingly, the Super Sport 
takes to this damn road, the one I can't 
stay away from for more than a few 
months at a time, like it's on rails. I 
can't believe the bike is a Honda 
750...it feels 100 pounds lighter than 
what the scales say, letting me throw 
the heft from side to side with minimal 
effort on the handlebars. On the bottom 
edge of the folding footpegs, Honda has 
bolted on a metal plate with "bumps" 
on the ends that work as "warners;" 
lean over steeper and you'll risk scraping 
that shiny but large muffler on the 
ment. l dde. and to the 
left... well, you've really got to be 
going some before you drag anything 
serious. 

And cornering clearances aside, the 
Super Sport doesn’t wiggle or wobble or 
do anything surprising . . . keeping in 
mind the slop in the drive train and the 
snatch that can be induced with an 
insensitive throttle hand. Tires are more 
than ample and are showing minimal 
wear on our test machine after 4500 
miles. They perform adequately in the 
wet as well, as long as one keeps his 
head about him. 

The ride on the challenging road had 
been fun, but the sun spent little time 
socializing. I was glad to arrive in Pacific 


Grove as daylight said “So long,” eager 
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Above Right: With a little exploring, covered 
bridges are around to discover. Below Right: 
Flat open valleys are found on the north 
portion of 49. Above Far Right: Map shows 
the highway’s relation to Lake Tahoe and 
Yosemite. Below Far Right: There are tourist 
traps for those who want them. 


for a relaxing night in the comfort and 
friendliness of the Wilkie’s Motel, a neat 
little place near Monterey and the heart 
of P.G. In this day and age it’s hard to 
find people who truly care about their 
customers, but Wes and Joan Hodges 
do, and it really shows at Wilkie’s. 

In the morning I checked out and did 
an hours worth of cruising around 
Cannery Row and the funky side streets 
that make up Monterey. Always worth a 
trip in itself, but I had to get along and 
head back inland. Through Hollister, I 
thought about pro racer Don Castro, 
who lives here, then got caught up in 
the truck traffic on Highway 152 across 
Pacheco Pass. You gotta wonder about 
those pro racers...how they drive 
themselves thousands of miles back and 
forth across the country . . . with all the 
pressure and all...year after year. 
What a contrast it is to the sedateness of 
many of their hometowns. 

That’s part of the thing I love about 
long-distance motorcycle riding. You 
get to be alone with your thoughts and 
you can mull over lots of things that 
may have never popped into your mind 
otherwise. I watched farmworkers bend- 
ing over in the hot sun in the flat fields 
near Madera and wondered if they could 
ever straighten up at the end of the day. 
I watched a trucker driving an ancient 
Autocar and thought about how many 
engines the truck had outlasted and 
where it was headed on this particular 
trip. I wondered about an old gas 
station built in another era when times 
were different and cars were still fledg- 
lings, the broken neon and rusting 
pumps a memorial to what? And I was 
curious why, way out here in the 
countryside, a lady in a Ford was 
scowling and aggravated, with the face 


of a big city commuter. Lots of 
thoughts about nothing impor- 
tant... or were they? 


Finally Highway 140 terminated at 
Highway 49 in Mariposa; the air was 
laden with moisture and thunderstorms 
threatened on the horizon. To the east 
lay the towering peaks of Yosemite, to 
the west the flatlands of the San Joa- 
quin Valley. The 49er Highway bends 
its way through the Sierran foothills in 
two-lane splendor at its finest; and for 
many motorcyclists the road itself will 
be enough to satisfy. Most of the road is 
wide two-lane with an excellent surface; 
only occasionally are there spots worn 
to the shiny tar, slippery enough to 
dump the unwary who've lapsed into > 
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borderline concentration. 

The hard thing about the highway 
boiling with history is to know how 
much time to allow yourself for a trip. 
Most often side roads lead to the more 
interesting and tourist-free spots, but 
the major towns with accommodations 
are along 49. Riders interested in really 
exploring the area thoroughly—or even 
one or two selected spots—should pick 
up on a softbound book called Gold 
Rush Country published by Sunset 
Books. The $3 guide has just about 
anything you’d want to know about the 
entire area, but don’t take all their 
recommendations to heart. The book is 
simply a reference guide. If you’re the 
type who prefers sleeping bags to mo- 
tels, camping sights along the route are 
numerous. But prepare for any kind of 
weather, because the route’s close prox- 
imity to the Sierra Mountains makes 
things quite unpredictable. | made my 
trip in mid-August, when it’s supposed 
to be the hottest and driest time of the 
year. But the temperature stayed in the 
low 80s and there were thunderstorms 
all around me. 

By now the Honda had settled itself 
into a fairly stable fuel consumption 
rate, but it was lower than I expected, 
in spite of my judicious use of the 


throttle. The 4.8-gal. tank was going on 
reserve at about 108 miles; the mpg 
figure was hovering between 31 and 38. 
At trip’s end it averaged a disappointing 
35 mpg, but used not one drop of oil in 
1505 miles. Total fuel cost for the 
entire trip ran $27.35. I lubed the chain 
only when it began looking dry, and 
that was falling at about 250-300 mile 
intervals, with one adjustment required. 
I made a stop at Columbia, a state 
park and restored town off the highway, 
where. no vehicles are allowed. The 
buildings and artifacts are interesting, 
but the shops have the plastic atmos- 
phere of your typical tourist trap. Of 
course you can pan for gold in a nearby 
spring, even ride a stagecoach with 
hordes of sticky-fingered kids. But I 
opted out and headed for some realness, 
of which there is lots to be had here. 
There was plenty in Coulterville, 
where locals are obviously not that 
thrilled by the prospect of fat families 
stumbling around the settlement with 
loaded Brownies in hand and double- 
parked Country Squires blocking the 
entrance to the only gas station in town. 
A step into the Jeffery Hotel Bar puts 
one back just about a hundred years, it's 
that real and authentic. I truly felt like 
the stranger in all the cowboy movies 


aot 





who saunters into town and bellies up to 
the bar demanding a shot of whiskey. I 
didn't want to make any sudden moves 
while being eyed cautiously by the 
locals, and 1 damn near backed my way 
out of the swinging doors. 

Just the names of the towns sur- 
rounding the route conjure up all kinds 
of vivid thoughts...Jenny Lind, 
Rough and Ready, Railroad Flat, Dry- 


town, Sutter Creek, Volcano, Moke- 
lumne Hill,’ Chili Gulch, Grizzly 
Flats...all are worth a trip and some 


time. And perhaps that’s what makes 
the Highway 49 country so appealing. 
One can return year after year and not 
see it all...the appeal is everlasting. 
And if you happen to be the type who 
couldn’t care less about history and that 


kind of thing... the road exists to en- 
joy in the best manner possible—on a 
motorcycle. 


In Auburn I had spent the night and 
finished breakfast the next morning, 
only to walk out to the parking lot to 
find the Honda in a state of disarray. 
Some klutz had backed into it, knock- 
ing it over and breaking the turn signal 
lens and housing, and adding a couple of 
assorted dings. You really feel upset 
when something that stupid happens, 
but at least the culprit left a note and 
offered to pay for the damage. After a 
stop in a local Honda shop for the parts, 
I headed north to the end of 49 near 
Sierra City, knowing I'd return again to 
one of my favorite motorcycling haunts. 
I doubled back through Donner Pass, 
then went south on Highway 99 bound 
for the horrors of Los Angeles. In time I 
was home again, staring at the 750 in 
my garage, and thinking about the 
motorcycle and the trip. 

The Super Sport is less comfortable 
in some ways and more comfortable in 
others than its predecessor. It handles 
better than any other standard large 
Japanese bike I know, which makes it 
more fun than Honda 750s have ever 
been. There are several other machines 
that make better straight-line tourers, 
but the CB750F does a variety of tasks 
well, which means it'll satisfy a variety 
of riders. In my case it made a 1500- 
mile trip a great way to clear the 
cobwebs, and I'd do it again tomorrow, 
without thinking twice. 





Accessories Available From: 


AMCO 

7425 Fulton Ave. 

North Holly wood, CA. 91605 
213 875-2470 


TRU-RIDE of Orange County 
19151 Edgehill 

Irvine, CA. 92664 

714 752-0405 
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PECIFICATIONS 


List price ងយ ងយ $2152 
Suspension, front ............. telescopic fork 
Suspension, rear ..............- swinging arm 
Tire front o eorr o 3.25-19 
នគ យន 4.00-18 
Brake, front, eff. dia. x width, in...... 11.5 x 3.3 
Brake, rear, eff. dia x width, in. ...... 11.5 x 3.3 
Total brake swept area, sq. in. .......... 203.7 
Brake loading, Ib./sq. in. (160-Ib. rider) ..... 3.4 
Engine, type ............ sohc four-stroke Four 
Bore x stroke, in., mm . 2.40 x 2.48, 61.0 x 63.0 
Piston displacement, cu. in.,cc....... 44.9, 736 
Compression ratio ............. ele 9.2 
Carburetion ............ Ll. (4) 28mm Keihin 
បាយ battery and coil 
6311. 5ህ/51608. ............፡፡፡5 92 Get cc anche seks dry sump 
Qil capacity, Pts = soe ር... 4 
Fuel capacity, U.S. gal... ! ! ! ! ዓዓ... 4.8 
Recommended fuel ................ premium 
Startingsystem..... electric; kick, folding crank 
Lighting system ............ leen. alternator 
Air filtration. យយ treated paper 
ទាយ wet, multi-disc 
Primary drive ............... single-row chain 
Final drive .............. 530 single-row chain 
Gear ratios, overall:1 
ខរ ងយ យ 5.43 
ស យយ 6.35 
ST io ងង ងន 7.47 
2nd 5o sac ec tieu ees 9.57 
AS និ 14.01 
Wheelbase nz usse enel eris 59.5 
Seat height, INi 52: dece 33.0 
Seat Width in: cnc see eese 9.75 
Handlebar width, ពេ នានា 31.5 
Footpeg 214]!!! 14.5 
Ground clearance, in. ............. lees. 6.75 
Front fork rake angle, degrees ............. 28 
Trait ii UEM AR EUN De Le 4.5 
Curb weight (w/half-tank fuel), Ib........ 525.5 
Weight bias, front/rear, percent ......... 46/54 
Test weight (fuel and rider), Ib. ........... 698 
Mileage at completion of test ............ 4134 
TEST CONDITIONS 
Air temperature, degrees F ................ 79 
Humidity, percent ................. leen. 71 
Barometric pressure, in. hg. ............ 30.00 
Altitude above mean sea level, ft. .......... 351 
Wind velocity, mph ................. n. 3-5 


Strip alignment, relative wind: 





PERFORMANCE 

Top speed (actual 9 8164 rpm), mph....... 114 

Computed top speed in gears (@ 8450 rpm), mph 
5 18 


E c oce D 
អយ 101 
Sr ess See Ne os Ge MUN UE 86 
2nd. 21... យង 67 
det 5 er aetna eines T ARD ር... 46 

Mph/1000 rpm, top gear ............... 13.9 
Engine revolutions/mile, top gear ......... 4311 
Piston speed (@ 8540 rpm), ft./min. ....... 3492 
Fuel consumption, mpg .................. 35 
Speedometer error: 
50 mph indicated, actually .............. 47 
60 mph indicated, actually .............. 56 
70 mph indicated, actually .............. 66 
Braking distance: 
from 30 mph, ft. T គ! 36.0 
culum 130.0 
Acceleration, zero to: 
30 MPN, 86: e as ee ey E 4.7 
40 MPN SEC យយ 5.8 
ទំនង 7.0 
យយ 7.6 
70 Mphi SOC? S x Ee ee 8.7 
89 ៣៦៤6៨ យយ នាយ 10.0 
90 Mph sec: :; 22505 LE a 12.0 
VOO:mph; secs 2: a DENT 14.9 
Standing one-eighth mile, sec. ........... 8.23 
terminal speed, mph ................ 82.94 
Standing one-quarter mile,sec........... 13.52 
terminal speed, mph ................ 97.61 


ACCELERATION / ENGINE AND zane SPEEDS / RPM X 100 
20 40 100 


120 


គន 





E IN SECONDS . 
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BY FERNANDO 





Motocross race promotion can be a 
lucrative business. It can also be very 
risky financially. I am referring not to 
the promoters of the great races (Inter- 
Am, Trans-AMA, Superbowls or F.I.M.- 
sanctioned G.P.s) but to the regular 
Saturday or Sunday group of people 
who put on the racing program at the 
local track. 

While there are some promoters who 
have been accused of being rip-off ar- 
tists, for the most part these people are 
trying to earn an honest living, coordi- 
nating the efforts required to bring off a 
weekend of competition successfully. 
Not only do they have to contend with 
track preparations, trophy purchasing, 
insurance policies, and lawsuits by par- 
ents looking for someome to blame 
when Jr. dum-dums his way over the 
handlebars, but also with conflicting 
schedules, threatening weather or, as is 
sometimes the case, a small turnout. It 
is for these, and many other reasons, 
that the following problems exist. 


CHERRY PICKERS 


It wasn’t long ago that Walt Fulton 
and I went out to a local Sunday 
motocross to race on a couple of test 
bikes. Since the machines we had pos- 
sessed identical displacements, and since 
Walt’s and my abilities are closely 
matched, we found ourselves signed up 
to ride in the same Intermediate class. 
To facilitate things, the promoters de- 
cided to run the Experts (of which there 
were three), the Intermediates (seven of 
us) and ten amateurs all in the same 
race. Then, 20 seconds after we took 
off, a group of 15 Beginners was to 
follow. 

Our moto got off well and we 
settled down to business, running about 
5th and 6th overall (2nd and 3rd in our 
class), which wasn’t too bad considering 
the fact that we had stock machinery. 
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About halfway through the moto, this 
guy came flying past us like an F-104 
past the Goodyear Blimp. We both 
immediately recognized him because we 
had been eyeing his immaculately pre- 
pared machine behind us on the starting 
line. It was quite a piece of iron, for a 
Beginner. A Beginner! And he was the 
first of four that were to banzai by 
before the end of the moto. The fact 
that we were beaten by Beginners didn’t 
upset our standings at all, since we 
scored in our own class and finished just 
about where we started. 

I, unfortunately, suffered a flat tire 
during the second lap of moto two, so I 
pulled off the track and spectated. It 
was then that I realized what the prob- 
lem was. 

The Expert riders were off in a flash, 
battling amongst themselves for the 
single trophy at hand. Behind them was 
a mixture of Intermediates and Ama- 
teurs, with the Intermediates leading— 
mostly. Then came the Beginners, or so 
they called themselves. More than half 
of them were true Beginners. No power- 
slides, no frantic bermshots, no distance 
to their jumps. Some wore blue jeans 


the rest of the Beginners. 

The Beginner class is relatively new 
to racing. It is designed to give a chance 
to those riders who would like to try 
motocross on for size, to see if they are 
going to enjoy it as much as they hope 
they will. The ranks of this class are 
stocked full of stripped-down Enduro 
machines, ratty, outdated MX bikes and 
somewhat insecure pilots. Hopefully, 
with a little practice and first-person 
exposure to racing, they will come to 
love it as much as many of us do. These 
new racers will, in turn, purchase up- 
dated machinery, more protective riding 
gear, more accessory hop-up items and 
generally contribute to the people who 
have helped—through R&D, contin- 
gency programs and sponsorships—to 
make motocross what it is today: Amer- 
ica's fastest growing motor sport. 

Out of the thousands of beginning 
class riders, who knows how many of 
them will eventually become the Jim 
Pomeroys, Brad Lackeys and Marty 


Smiths of the future? Possibly quite a 

few. IF they aren't immediately discour- 

aged by the actions of a few cheaters. 
What do you suppose goes through 











Illustration by Roger Stuch 








and hiking boots. But about four of 
them took off like rockets. Cherry 
pickers! Decked out like Heikki Mikkola 
in their expensive racing gear, they 
blasted around the course on their 
$2000 machines as though they knew 
exactly what they were doing. Of 
course, they did. 

The fact that these four lowered the 
overall finish of several riders is by no 
means the problem. As I mentioned, the 
classes were scored independently. First 
Intermediate finished 8th overall. But 
what incensed me was their effect on 


the mind of a Beginner who is just 
becoming interested in motocross, goes 
out to a race, rides his butt off to the 
limit of his simple abilities, and gets the 
tar stomped out of himself by a group 
of riders falsely (unbeknownst to him) 
claiming to be his peers? And if he does 
suspect that the riders in his race were 
not being honest about their classifica- 
tion, what future can he hope for in a 
sport where such blatant cheating goes 
unchallenged and subsequently unpun- 
ished? A very bleak future indeed. It is 
no wonder that many of these riders 








return to being just plain trail riders, 
when, had they been given fair exposure 
to motocross and an honest chance to 
test their own riding prowess, they 
could easily have found it tastefully 
competitive and a worthwhile endeavor. 

Everyone knows that cherry pickers 
exist. Some of us might be able to name 
a dozen or so right off the tops of our 
heads. But what is being done about 
them? For what I can see, little, if 

.anything. This is where the promoters 
have failed. 

Turnout at a race can vary from 20 
to 200. Taking an arbitrary show of 60 
riders, you can count on at least 10 
percent to misclassify themselves. And 
it isn’t always as obvious as the Experts 
in the Beginner class situation that we 
encountered. Amateurs riding Begin- 
ners, Intermediates riding Amateur, you 
name it and someone’ll try it. 

It is unfortunate that so many week- 
end promoters just barely get by. Be- 
cause of this, they need all the entries 
that they can get. Cherry pickers and 
all. If one promoter clamps down, the 
C.P.s will go elsewhere to stockpile 
ammo for their faltering egos. 

But what would happen if all of the 
promoters clamped down? Where would 
the cheaters go? They’d either have to 
turn honest and earn their wins the 
hard way, or else quit racing. If they 
quit, promoters might feel a temporary 
decline in income, which would proba- 
bly reimburse itself many times over as 
the first-time racers’ discouragement 
rate declined and they stayed on to 
become regular participants. 

The AMA has control of more than 
100,000 competitors, and it keeps them 
pretty well classified. But only a mere 
handful of promoters require AMA 
cards of their competitors. I would like 
to see the promoters of a given area 
organize and not only disqualify cherry 
pickers when they cheat, but also set up 
a uniform classification/class-transfer 
system. Riders would be issued a num- 
ber that would remain with them 
throughout their racing careers, race 
results would be sent to a non-profit 
group of people who would keep tabs 
on the progress of riders. I am aware 
that the organization and maintenance 
of such a system is not an inexpensive 
matter, and that it would have to be 
passed on to the riders either through 
mildly increased entry fees or through a 
slightly stiffer fee when the number is 
issued. I prefer the former since it 
would be less of a discouragement to 
first-time riders. I am also aware that 
racing costs today are skyrocketing and 
that many riders find it difficult to keep 
their machines competitive, let alone 
foot an additional cost, though small. 
But I feel that it must be done. Not 
only for the good of those being dis- 
couraged by cheaters, but for your own 
personal good and for the good of the 
sport of motocross as well. 
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A HELMET CAN 
SAVE YOUR LIFE 


For a free reflectorized decal of 
the MSF logo (meets all state 
laws), check box below. 


MOTORCYCLE SAFETY FOUNDATION, Dept. PI-1 
6755 Elkridge Landing Rd., Linthicum, Md. 21090 


Please send: 


ር] information about the Beginning Rider Course 





ር] reflectorized decal 


is good riding instruction. If you are a new rider or are 
planning to begin motorcycling, the Beginning Rider 
Course is as important to you as a good helmet. 

‘The BRC is designed to teach you how to ride | address 
safely and skillfully. Written by educators who know 
motorcycles. A complete learning 
experience: the BRC. 





| 
| 
| 
Proper riding gear is essential to safe riding. And so | 
| 
|. 








| city 
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። Harley-Davidson cafe racer created by Wm. L. (Bill) Mitchell 














Glowall tires 


A major development 
in night riding safety 





- This is the same Eagle A/T street tire 
that Yamaha used to set a 24-hour endurance 
record. And, though not a racing tire, it was 
on the winning bikes in such events as 

Open Production and Super Street at 
Ontario and Open Production 
and Jr. G. P. at Riverside. 


We took this versatile street tire 

and made it even better by molding a 
glass-beaded elastomeric reflective 

tape right into the sidewall. It makes the 
sidewall reflect light from a motorist’s 
headlights up to a block away. We’ ve also 
made it weather and scuff resistant. 








Ask for it now at your 
Goodyear Motorcycle Tire Dealer. 








a, 


ድ 





‘EAR 


#0. 5 The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Companys Akron, Ohio. 





Eagle A/T and Glowall - 























HOOKER 22.9 
STOCK 18.8 


Bassani. 16. 2 


Manufacturing 
Just telling it like itis. . . We 
took a 1975 MT 250 Honda, added 
the Hooker expansion chamber 
and got 21% more horsepower 
than stock and 41% more than 
Bassani!* At peak performance, 
Hooker unleashed 22.9 horsepower 
at 5,500 rpm: compared to Stock 
with 18.8 at 6,000 rpm and Bassani 
with 16.2 at 6,000 rpm. By seat of 
the pants testing, we were 
confident it was a great system. 
But even the best riders can be 
fooled, so we always depend on 
our dyno to tell the truth. And the 
simple truth is: Hooker is the 
ultimate performer. 


*Testing was conducted at Hooker’s California facility, 
on May 15, 1975 on a Stuska dynamometer by Product 
Development Engineer, Dick Lytell. The Honda 
(engine-#MT250 E2010168) was tested stock and with 
off-the-shelf tuners from Hooker #26820 and Bassani 
MT250. Copies of this comparison are available 

rom Hooker Headers. 





A skateboard in your favorite cycle magazine! That's 
right. California cyclists have discovered a new 
challenge and excitement in high performance 
skateboarding. From all over the country more and 
more cyclists are asking about the newest Hooker 
product. Hooker has revolutionized the sport with the 
Hooker Tune Flex Skateboard. No longer is . 
skateboarding limited by equipment. Urethane wheels, 
double action trucks and flexible boards have expanded 
the sport to sophisticated high performance levels. 
But these innovations are only beginnings, the real 
revolution is from Hooker. It’s the Hooker Tune 

Flex Board; an 

exciting suspension 

system combined 

with a superior 

fiberglass board for 

total versatility. 

This system lets you 

tune the board’s 


spirit for your style 


and weight. With Hooker’s system you can change 
the wheel base, easily (without drilling). Or keep the 
board alive by adjusting the structural flex. One 
simple adjustment can release the energy of a flex 
board for the wildest hotdogging or assure the stability 
and security of a rigid board for high speed runs. 
For any tricks, turns or races you can dream up, the 
Hooker board can be dialed into just the right 
performance attitude. Or, for the first time around 
you can order the Hooker board without the 
suspension system (it can be added later). All 

boards are complete with double action trucks and 
urethane wheels, Slicks in front, Stokers in rear. 
Available in 24 inch length fiberglass with a sure 

grip deck in competition yellow or rainbow (no two 
alike). It's cheaper to buy the best the first time. 
And you can order direct, sight unseen and know 
you'll get the best just because it’s from Hooker. 


Yes, ! want the best. Send me a Hooker. 
Hooker Board with suspension system: | 
— $58.40 Yellow ____$59.40 Rainbow | 
Hooker Board: 

— — — — $38.45 Yellow ___$39.45 Rainbow 
Undecided! Send $1.25 for information on all | 
Hooker products. | 


Name | 











My weight is 
Address 








| 
City | 
| 
State Zip. | 


Enclose check or money order only. Payable to | 
Hooker, 1032 West Brooks St., Ontario, Calif. 91762. 
Freight included. California residents add 6% tax. Of- | 
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CAMEL PRO SERIES 


Continued from page 72 


Pat Evans chased for 3rd. 

On the warmup lap for the second 
heat, Gary Scott's new H-D 500 broke a 
clamp on a carburetor hose, forcing him 
to wait two laps for repairs after being 
pulled off the starting grid. But Roberts 
and DuHamel kept up the crowd's inter- 
est with a battle and preview of what 
was to come in the 75-mi. final. Kenny 
edged Yvon at the end, with Steve 
Baker in next. 

DuHamel won yet another starting- 
line drag race with Roberts tailing very 
close behind; the others were madly 
sorting themselves out. There was no 
question that the Suzukis and Kawa- 
sakis were right in there horsepower- 
wise with the best of the Yamahas, as 
Dave Aldana was attempting to prove 
when his Suzuki ate a spark plug and 
seized a cylinder. 

On lap six, Roberts edged by 
DuHamel in a fast sweeper, calmed 
down after his near high-side crash in 
the tight turn nine on the second lap. 
But Kenny was discovering the extreme 
heat buildup in his tires on the hot race 
track, wishing he'd chosen a different 
compound. So, not wishing to risk hurt- 
ing himself again, he backed off slightly 
and let DuHamel by on the 17th lap. 
Kawasaki was ecstatic, and so were the 
fans. 

Behind the battle for the lead were 
Steve McLaughlin on an Armor-All- 
sponsored TZ750, Steve Baker, Pat 
Hennen, Ron Pierce and John Boote. 
There was an incredible amount of posi- 
tion changing going on, after a 3rd-place 
Romero dropped out with an engine 
seizure. With a little more than 10 laps 
remaining, DuHamel unloaded hard in 
the corkscrew turn six, handing the lead 
(and race) over to Roberts. Apparently, 
Yvon’s seat base had broken, breaking 
either the oil tank or oil line located in 
the tail section, and dumping the slip- 
pery stuff all over the rear tire. Exit 
DuHamel in one swift instant. 

All the while Roberts was figuring 
that Yvon was going to throw it away, 
assuming DuHamel was running the 
same tire compound. “‘I just couldn't 
see how he was going that fast with the 
same tires I had.” Though the tires were 
similar, they were not identical, but 
Yamaha and Kenny Roberts were in 
first place regardless. 

Steve Baker ran off the track once in 
his battle with John Boote for 2nd 
place; he wound up one mistake ahead 
and one position behind Boote when 
the checkered came out. Ron Pierce was 
4th, Pat Hennen on the Suzuki 5th and 
McLaughlin, with an ailing gearbox, 6th. 
Lots of races within a race; and a Cham- 
pion finally gets that kiss from Lady 
(Continued on page 98) 





AGOSTINI TOURING BOOT 


py FULL 
HORE 


59.95. 


Built up heel, arch 
support, sewn sole, 
non-slip / anti-vibra- 
tion ribs where boot 
makes contact with 
footpegs, rugged 
zipper. 


ry UPS 


Sizes 712-13 M (B-D) 
W (D-E) Widths 


GORDON'S 


77 Hudson Plaza 
Fairburn, GA 30213 
Phone 

(404) 964-2572 


Fast Track to a Cool Job! 
* TRAIN AT HOME TO BE A 





Motorcycle Mechanic 


If you like to ride a cycle 
for fun...learn how to fix 
it for profit! Can you imagine 
a better way to earn your 
living? And to make i 
> pay i 


























work ina 
someone 
start your ( À | 
business. Now, thanks to 
orth American, there's a 
y way to get the training you 
. at home in your spare time. 
) need to quit school or your job. 
Experts show you step-by-step every- 
thing from minor tune-ups to major 
overhauls. 


CYCLES ARE BIG BUSINESS 
. . . AND SO IS FIXING THEM! 


There are more than 3 million cycles registered 
in the U.S. today. Plus an estimated 3 million 
more dirt bikes. But, there are fewer than 10,000 
motorcycle mechanics available to repair them. 
(Imagine only one mechanic for every 600 motor- 
cycles!) No wonder career opportunities are so 
great...and getting better every day. The door 
is open to you now. Rush coupon for FREE 
"Motorcycle Mechanic Career Kit." 


SPECIAL CYCLE TOOLS & TEST INTRUMENTS 
INCLUDED TO START YOU FAST! 

Professional tools plus your North American ''know- 
how'' turn you into a skilled mechanic. We teach 
you how to use wrenches, sockets, impact screw- 
drivers, timing lights, electrica! test instruments, 
compression gauges, vacuum gauges, degree wheels, 








soldering irons, ignition wrench sets, dial indicators 
and much, much more! We even include a set of 
special cycle tools and instruments to get you 
started fast! Find out all about it now. Send for 
FREE ''Motorcycle Mechanic Career Kit.’’ No cost, 
no obligation . . . now or ever! Rush coupon today. 








កាក ፪ 
ក NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR ዘ 
1 4500 Campus Drive, Dept. ዩ8ዐል5 Newport Beach, CA 92663 ፪ 
1 Rush FREE “CAREER KIT" on how | can become an ፪ 
I expert motorcycle mechanic. ! 
p NAME — —— ፅ:፡፡፡፡፡፡፡፡ጓጫሙሜ ន 
l ADDRESS ស መሮን ን ፡ 
Lo === STATE Pd 











HAYNES 


owners WOPKSHOP MANUALS 





ith prices skyrocketing these 
| | | days, it pays to keep your 

trusty scooter in tip-top me- 
chanical shape. You can do this by 
letting a dealer take care of everything, 
or you can save money by doing it 
yourself. 

Not everyone is a mechanical wizard. 
But with help from these new service 
manuals published by Haynes Publica- 
tions, you can, by following step-by- 
step instructions, perform just about 
every maintenance task you'll ever need 
to keep your bike running for years. 

The Haynes people actually go out 
and purchase each and every machine in 
their books, disassemble them and then 


‘reassemble the bikes, photographically 


detailing each step. Along with the 
abundant photos are some very easy to 
follow exploded technical drawings, 
complete list of parts and highly accu- 


rate verbal descriptions of what is being 
done. 

The quality of the books is such that 
you can use the information contained 
inside to do anything from changing a 
main jet to replacing a broken gear in 
the transmission. 

The Haynes people have been pub- 
lishing sports car Owner Workshop 
Manuals for quite some time. It is only 
recently that they have focused their 
expertise in the field of motorcycling. 
Manuals are available for most major 
brands from early BSAs to the latest 
(1975) Yamahas. European and Japan- 
ese bike owners alike can benefit from 
these fine books. Priced at $6.50 each, 
the initial investment will easily double 
in return the first time you replace a 
leaky primary gasket or adjust your own 
valves. 

We heartily recommend them. 





Haynes Publications 
9421 Winnetka Ave. 
Chatsworth, California 
91311 

(213) 886-1228 
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Available for: 
BSA 
CZ 
Honda 
Kawasaki 
Maico 


Norton 
Suzuki 
Triumph 
Yamaha 
Soon coming also 
for Can-Am. 
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ALL NEW 
PRODUCTS 
FROM DG 









HERE IT IS! 





CR125 


DG's 1976 model 
17-fin Radial Head 


A totally new design concept: new com- 
bustion chamber provides more horse- 
power instantly. Dyno-testing shows the 
17-fin design reduces head and exhaust 
temperatures by as much as 100 degrees. 
New manufacturing method keeps price 
low. Available now for CR125 ....$39.95 


and a new 13-fin model for "280 $34.95 





NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW 
Radial Head for YZC Mono 


and Suzuki RM125 $39.95 





Now available from DG 
The Gas Girling Shock 


What makes the Gas Girling so great? 
Just ask Heikki Mikkola—they're the ones 
he won with. Available in 11.8 or 13-inch; 
specify 80, 90, 100, 110-Ib. spring rate 
(springs included) .......... 98.50/pr. 










Now you have a choice 
Aluminum or Chromoly. 


DG ALUMINUM 
SWING ARMS 


The famous DG swing arm in either the for- 
ward-mount or lay-down design is now 
manufactured from weight-saving alum- 
inum at no increase in price. ($109.95 
most models.) Available for Honda, 
Suzuki, Kawasaki, Yamaha (soon avail- 
able for others.) 


LAY-DOWN 










FORWARD-MOUNT 
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4H FORK BOOTS 









SPECIALTIES nc. 


MONO-FRAME_»/ 56 
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XR75 » XA 


YZ80 ዊኒ 


DG's Mono-shock frame uses 4130 
chromoly with gold-anodized cad- 
mium plating. Heliarc welded for 
max. strength. Won't scratch, chip 
or peel. Stock components fit. 





Frame only 

XR75 ... .. $295.00 
Y¥Z80) cx . $325.00 
with Gas Bilstein shock 

XR... .. $349.00 
Y oss .. $379.00 





*SOON AVAILABLE * 
CR MONO-FRAME 





125YZC (Mono) PIPE 


Dave Williams won the Mammoth Moun- 
tain Motocross with this pipe .... $48.95 


Suzuki RM125 Pipe 





Available from DG 


The New Inter-Am 
Solid-Stock Aluminum 


Handlebars ama-approved 
The super-light, super-strong, SUPER 
BAR by Inter-Am. Made from #2024 
solid-stock anodized aluminum, with 
almost twice the bending resistance of 
chromoloy and almost 4 times that of 
mild steel. And, no more cross bar to 
loosen your teeth. Available in beautiful 
anodized Silver, Gold, or Black . .814.95 


We also have the 
Marzocchi Gas Shock 


in all popular links and 
valving. $99.50 complete. 










$8.95/pr. 


High quality rubber; accordian design. 
Protect front fork works. Black, also in 
red, yellow, or blue. 


Sprocket Kit with Chain 


Eliminate chain problems on your CR125. 
Uses 520 chain. Countershaft drilled and 
tapped. Horseshoe-clip included. Rear 
teeth: 48, 49, 50 or 51. Front teeth: 12, 
TOIOI^ TA: (aXe cities deti ድ $42.95 





c, SHOULDER 
— PROTECTOR by KOHO 


5552 La Palma Avenue East ® Anaheim, California 92806 m 714/996-4430 





& CHEST 


Complete freedom of movement with 
maximum protection. Shoulder caps 
and biceps of white, shock-resistant 
polyethylene. Chest and back of poly 
reinforced foam. Covered with yellow, 
moisture-proof Nyltex nylon. Fully ad- 
justable Velcro straps—comfortable, 
form-fitting without bulk. Very 
lightweight . . . $39.95 


Heavy Duty Clutch Springs 
For CR125. Adds to clutch life, stops 
power loss due to slippage. 

Set Of D oc oh nce SELON VT su saa aie $6.95 


KANN 
; 
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GAS YOUR FORKS! 
Adaptor for charging front fork with air 
for extra cushion. Lets you remove fork 
springs and run with a straight air/oil sus- 
pension. Yamaha, Suzuki, and Honda 
(others'soon) =. cass 5:25 52% 42 $15.95/pr. 
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JT Racing “Phase II” 
FOAM AIR FILTER 


Available for most models of racing bikes. 
Prices vary. 








pana . ብስሙ — 
MiKKOLA "UNLEATHERS" by KOHO AMA-approved 


; 


DEALER INQUIRY INVITED 


Book of Tricks 
for 1975 $199 


ORDER YOURS TODAY! 











$23.95 


DG 
SKATEBOARD 


Manufactured from unbreakable urethane 
with anti-slip surface. Has that just-right 
flex and an extra wide tail for better 
footing. The trucks are specifically 
designed for skate boards. Urethane 
board has 100% guarantee against break- 
age. Available in red, yellow or blue. 












DG is proud to offer 


TIBBLIN GLOVES 


Superior quality. Manufacturer guaran- 
tees materials and workmanship for 3 
months. 100% lambskin, fully padded. S, 
1 ተ vea v RES $28.85/pr. 
































Finn Fighter “707” 
FACE MASK 


Developed by JT Racing, Heikki Mikkola, 
and KOHO of Finland, new design fea- 
tures venting to provide more "breath- 
able" air and cooler circulation of air; 
adjustable to wear close in, far out, tilted; 
shatterproof, bends but doesn't break. 
Streamlined look in red, white and blue 
MiKKolaicolors! +» guise end 6257592872 $8.95 
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These are the new GP pants that the 
Moto-X world is raving about. Made of 
nylon and' goat skin, they combine the 
best features of both. Lightweight . . . cool 
... Water-repellent... durable. Ideal for 
desert or back east hot, humid summer 
riding. Goat skin in crotch and inner knee 
helps you keep a grip on your machine. 
Available in Mikkola red, white and blue; 
Team Yamaha white-yellow and black; 
Team Husky blue with yellow strip; Team 
Maico red-black and yellow .$109.98 
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PERFORMANCE 
SPECIALTIESinc. 


i ក 916 ድሳሮድ ream x 


Left to right — Dave Williams, 125-250 Pro; Broc Glover, 125 Pro; Gary Denton, 125 Pro; Kevin Harlow, 125 Jr; 
Dave Eropkin, 125 Pro; Bob Hanna, 125-250 Pro; Lane Jensen, 250 Intermediate 
Front row, left- Dominic Brock, mechanic; right, Rocky Williams, mechanic. 


They are part of the 25-rider DG Race Team. DG owns and races more bikes than 
any other performance shopin the industry. The DG riders demand the very best 
in performance equipment. It has to work for these riders to stay on the team, and 
they win races—a lot of races. Because of a highly successful race season, two DG 
riders are now under factory contract. Everything DG makes and sells for your 
bike has first been race-tested by our team. The experience we gain helps us to 

build better products for you. DG can help you to the winner's circle. See you at 
the races. 


DG's new 1976 “Book of Tricks" (catalog) with even more pages and more products is now in 
production. It will be completed in about two months . . . showing the latest in new and 
improved performance, maintenance, and convenience items. Be among the first . . . reserve 
your copy now by sending $1.00 to 


DG Performance Specialties, Inc. 
ደ 5552 La Palma Avenue East = Anaheim, California 92806 = 714/996-4430 


DE RACE-TESTED AND GUARANTEED PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS 


DEALER INQUIRY INVITED 





HONDA 4 KAWA 71 


MERCURY CARB SYNCHRONIZER 








THE CARB STK PENDING 
PENDING 


771 


COMPLETE WITH ADAPTERS FOR KAWA, 
HONDA, BMW, MOTO GUZZU, BENELLI, ETC. 
CASH, CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO 
PASER INSTRUMENTATION Inc. 
4913 W. Avalon Dr. CW10 Phoenix, AZ 85031 
602/272-5444 Dealer Inquiries Invited 








Our 1975 all-new mail order catalog is 
the most complete catalog of parts, ac- 
cessories, performance equipment, tools 
and clothing for custom, street, com- 
petition and dirt bikes. The 1975 mo- 
torcyclist’s catalog is just the very best 
mail order catalog available anywhere. 
Allow 3-4 weeks for deliyery. 


ខខខខ១១១១១១១១ខ១១ 
Please enclose $1.50 for postage and han- 
dling for APO, FPO, and foreign countries. 


Name 


Address 


City 
State Zip 


$ Dept. CW, 515 N. Victory Blvd. 
z Burbank, Calif. 91502 
፥ UN ENTER (213) 849-7295 
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CAMEL PRO SERIES 


Continued from page 94 


Luck after a long dry spell. 

Roberts the thinker, the guy with the 
computer-like reflexes and uncanny 
natural ability on a motorcycle, bears 
the burden of the big Number One like 
the Champion he is. But ol’ Lady Luck 
is fickle, and it's a long "dirty" 


season .... Q 
RESULTS 

NATIONAL 
1. Kenny Roberts (Yam/Yam Int'l) ....165 
2. John Boote (Yam/Ron Grant Racing) ..* 
3. Steve Baker (Yam/Yam Mtr. Canada) .110 
4. Ron Pierce (Yam/Boston Cycles) ..... 88 
5, Pat Hannén (SU2z/U. S. SUZY . 9 «9112 4 66 
6. Steve McLaughlin (Yam/Armor-All) . . .55 
7. Hurley Wilvert (Yam/G. Vukmanovich) 44 
8. Randy Cleek (Yam/Team K&N Bel-Ray)33 
9. Pat Evans (Yam/Team Dahmen)...... 22 

10. Don:;Gastro (Yammy Yam INTL] ese: «ciao d 


*Non-AMA licensed riders not eligible for 
Camel Pro Series points 


250 COMBINED LIGHTWEIGHT 


I; Kenny Roberts. ;/. ue raton a Yamaha 
2. Steve បះ + ess su sqq Sia gione Yamaha 
3. Yvon DuHameal |,» (9, eters ssis Kawasaki 
A. RON គខរ06: «uos ise wien: fn Kawasaki 
បរ DOn Castro «s 9.5 a gS oye rais = 22 Yamaha 
JUNIOR 

1siDalejSIngléton 35 12 75) os ot secs 58 Yamaha 
2- Fred Walti usse + គ, s oie Yamaha 
3. SKID AKSANA «o o sah a's መጅ es ieee ៥២៥ Yamaha 
4 P ETAR u 5222252222 សា Yamaha 
5. Richard Chambers: «a: sre 825 ees Yamaha 
NOVICE 

l; Mike Baeder eas vm or rh Yamaha 
ន» VINCE MOD uus យា: ter alu Dar 8 ደው Yamaha 
3. Jay Springsteen . :፡5፡፡፡፡ Harley-Davidson 
4. 511 Martin: «myosin cen Yamaha 
S. Dan ሰር የእር ፈርሽ „aia mia ane iso aiir o ens Yamaha 
PRODUCTION 

350 Class 

2- Loren: MCCOTOArY + «+ waan oaa we Yamaha 
2. Tip: MGPantlanid) 56.64.3025 249.5 8:8 Yamaha 
3: Alan BarbiG sacs 5-551:,:2፡6,9:8፡ 8/8069 4 ៩ Yamaha 
750 Class 

1: Dale Singleton + . + «4. mre rms Triumph 
2. iEgdwand/ UDIUt oss suere issue suo Honda 
3. George Millen 5x2. yum seus © Honda 
Open Class 

1. Yvon DuFlamel . «s Kawasaki 
2; RON PILCe 2:359 eres res ede BMW 
Sy Gary USM ans 6 is wie monos rip) mamie oles a BMW 


CAMEL PRO SERIES TOP 10 
AFTER LAGUNA SECA 


1. ORY SEME «cc secs oe ee 91.8.5. 872 
2» KENNY Roberts . .+›+++«*.»+»+»««+«+«« 651 
3..Jay Springsteen 2... ane xu» Hee 464 
4. Rex Beauchamp . 6 00. ccc rm m 349 
5. Greg Sassaman sosse saoo operes 328 
6: Corky: Keener ca os cece ssa x Rad 313 
7.:'Gene Romero + + + + oa eet ne oaea 296 
B. Hank Scot » +. =» =. :#::< a one: et ee 286 
O RANAY GIÉeK «vs ክሽ es Se ខ័ 282 
l0.Steve Baker 6 +» hm sieeve inam 266 
MANUFACTURER STANDINGS 
T1. Yamalid: «seme i66 TIUS OR ears 1191 
2. Harley-Davidson : -scs cesso «+: 1049 
3. Norton 1101951211. «+ + +. oasen meneame 635 
4. TIONG al 499.2235. Sis 2 Ses T SE 182 
S RAWSKI a Siem មម. ንዓ tnr in Yo ទី ន 93 
6i SS Ulta CO ate: cust re nar ና ጋ ክማ aula 90 
Dr SUZUKI 2487 adsis នរ: EA ae ser see Sle 73 
8-PDV GINIO ax xa seus emet 05:99: maaa 44 
9. BMW essc ueste gaien ts specie ee a S RUNI spen Sd shasta 4 


Kiss 
Greasy, 


Fingernails 
Goodbye 


If the dirty job of chain lubing has got you 
down, it's about time you switched to 
DenseLube Superchain, the only self-lub- 
ricating chain that has a 4-mo./4000-mi. 
warranty. It runs cooler, quieter, longer 
and cleaner. Plus, there's less adjustment 
required than with regular chains. So why 
not ewitch and let DenseLube do the dirty 
work. 





Chain No. | Length in 


No. of Pins 














60 : 
90-92 51.50 


*Prices are subject to change. All orders 
are sent C.O.D. unless the selling price plus 





$3.00 postage is included with orders.= 


California residents add 6% sales tax. 


ELITE CYCLE PRODUCTS 


19852 Waterview Lane 
Huntington Beach, Ca. 92648 





BIG DADDY RAT says: 
“Wear Your Colors” 


SUPER COLOR T-SHIR 

with high crew neck band and breast 
pocket - 100% cotton. Sizes S-M-L-XL. 
Colors: Tan - Yellow - Light Blue - Gold - 
Lavender - Light Green - Peacock Blue. 
Give 2nd and 3rd color choices. Orders 
WHITE T-SHIRTS $2.95 ea. EM 


Order From Store Nearest You 0.00 
Brochure. Send Add 50c For 
25c PP & Hdlg. Postage 


RAT'S HOLE 801 Main CW St. 


Daytona Bch, Fla. OR 
3025 Las Vegas CW Bivd. S. Las Vegas, Nev. 
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MX muscle for 
cross country hustle! 


Announcing the new Husky 360 WR— 
straight out of motocross to lead the 
cross country pack. 


The task was to build the ultimate cross country mo- 
torcycle. Stronger — faster — quieter than ever before. 


So we took it right off the GP circuit. We used all 
the raw power from our proven 360cc, magnesium, 
reed valve engine — then hushed it up with a new, 
double-walled expansion chamber and improved in- 
let silencing. 


A six speed, wide ratio gearbox gave it longer legs. 
Our GP frame with “Girling) gas” rear suspension 
gets that power to the ground. 


You could call it a quiet, wide ratio motocrosser. 


You could call it a super-fast, super-strong cross 
country. 


Ride it once and you'll call it a winner! 


መ Husqvarna-to win! 


Husqvarna Motorcycle Co., Inc. 








New double-walled expansion chamber 
Improved inlet silencing 

New improved front fork dampening 
Spring loaded foot pegs 

Lightweight 3.0 gal tank 

Wider front fender 

Lightweight crankcase protector 
Speedometer adaptable to front hub 

GP proven "Girling gas" rear suspension 
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Carry things off in style with this 
new Amco tote bag designed to attach 
quickly and snugly to luggage racks. 
Three snap straps and vacuum-formed 
cleat-lock base provide secure mounting. 
There’s plenty of room for helmet and 
riding gear. Made of high-quality vinyl 
with heavy-duty zippers and bold accent 
stripe in a contrasting color. 

The deluxe model sells for $42.95. 
The tote is also available in the standard 
model without stripes and side zipper 
pockets for $29.95. 

For additional 


facts and figures, 





write to Amco Motorcycle Accessories, 
Dept. CW-11, 7425 Fulton Ave., N. 
Hollywood, CA 91605. 


IGNITION PRESCRIPTION 


The Jay Instrument Company an- 
nounces release of a CDI system they 
say insures fast starts in all weather and 
smooth ignition at all speeds. For use on 
any bike with either a six- or 12-volt 
battery, the Jay CDI unit comes com- 
plete with all necessary cable, connector 
and mounting hardware for fast, easy 
installation. Present ignition com- 
ponents need not be removed. Further, 
resetting the dwell angle or spark gap is 
not required, while dwell time and point 
gap are set only once. Periodic adjust- 
ments for dwell time or point gap are no 
longer needed. 


The Way CDI 109 iompact 
(3.5x2.5x1.5 in.) for easy mounting, 
and is available for single- or twin-coil 
bikes at $34.95 and $39.95, respec- 
tively. Give make, model and year when 
ordering, or for further info contact: 
Jay Instrument Company, Dept. CW-11, 
P.O. Box 2133, Milwaukee, WI 53203. 


GOLD MEDAL MOTOCROSS PANTS 





Available exclusively from Malcolm 
Smith Racing Products are these new 
motocross pants designed by Malcolm 
himself. Featuring light weight and dur- 
ability, these new pants are made from 
heavy-duty nylon and Canadian leather. 
They’re fully lined and equipped with 





THE HONDA PERFORMANCE 


Dirt or Street . . . Mini to Monster, there is a Bassani system that will fit your Honda. 

All Bassani Quiet Exhaust Systems are engineered to deliver top performance at a respect- 
able sound emmission. Days and months of design, testing and perfecting go into each 
system to achieve the best all around performance and minimal exhaust sound level. From 


off-the-line torque to peak RPM horsepower . . . Bassani Quiet Systems Perform! 


Styling, workmanship, materials and finish are in the Bassani tradition . . . "Quality and 


Performance Without Compromise”. 


For information on the Bassani Performance Line of Yamaha, Suzuki, Kawasaki and other 


systems, send 50¢ for brochure. 





XR 75 HP 
11-15% * 
-92 dbA 





CR 125 HP XL 350 upswept 
15-209; * 10-13%* - 
-92 dbA 88-90 dbA 


*Performance increase over stock exhaust system. 





CB 350 2 into 1 
912%* : 
86-88 dbA 
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snap-in hip-pads, along with removable 
plastic knee guards. 

Malcolm’s motocross pants are of- 
fered in red, white and blue, also yellow 
nylon with black leather and white and 
black stripes on legs. Small, medium, 
large and extra-large sizes are available, 
and they retail for $79.95. 

For more information ask your local 
dealer or write to Malcolm Smith Rac- 
ing Products, Dept. CW-11, P.O. Box 
1086, Riverside, CA 92502. 


BACK TO SCHOOL 


en df e 

Looking for a challenging full-time 
career or just the know-how to maintain 
your own motorcycle? The North 
American School of Motorcycle Repair 
can help. Learn at home in your spare 





time; it's easy, fun and inexpensive. 

The free career kit shows and tells 
you all. Write without obligation to 
North American School of Motorcycle 
Repair, Dept. YK055 (CW-11), 4500 
Campus Dr. Newport Beach, CA 
92663. 


BEL-RAY INJECTION OIL 





After extensive research, the Bel-Ray 


Company has released a new two-cycle 
synthetic engine oil for machines with 
oil-injector systems. A smokeless lubri- 
cant, SI-7 is formulated to give total 
engine performance from low pulling 
power to high rpm. 

SI-7 is said to give improved perform- 
ance because it burns clean, has better 
combustion and reduces friction. In 
addition, it is claimed that SI-7 has 
special anti-wear properties to make 
motorcycles last longer because parts 
won't wear out as fast. It meets or 
exceeds most stated pollution require- 
ments and is biodegradable. SI-7 is 
designed for two-cycle engines with 
injector pumps and is not recommended 
for pre-mix systems. It blends with all 
petroleum and synthetic-base oils. 

Bel-Ray S1-7 is available from your 
motorcycle dealer or accessory shop in 
l-qt. plastic bottles. Distributors, and 
dealers interested in stocking the new 
two-cycle oil, can contact Bel-Ray Co. 
Inc., Dept. CW-11, P.O. Box 526, Farm- 
ingdale, NJ 07727. Or you can write to 
them at their new western office: Bel- 
Ray Co. Inc., Dept. CW-11, P.O. Box 
1520, Huntington Beach, CA 92647. 





CB 500/550 4 into 1 
18-20% * 
84-86 dbA 
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7504 into 1 
| 8486dbA - 


LINE FROM BASSANI 









[Bassani] | 


7504into2 - ve. 
15-18% * /  15185%* | 
QUALITY & PERFORMANCE 
WITHOUT COMPROMISE 


3726 ៩. Miraloma, 
Anaheim, CA 92806 
(714) 630-1821 - 








THE MISTRAL 
MOTORCYCLE FAIRING 


HONDAS * KAWASAKIS 
SUZUKIS e YAMAHAS 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 

MC-501: Hi-Windshield Fairing . .$99.50 

MC-502: Lo-Windshield Fairing. . .$89.50 
Price includes shipping cost 


SEE-THRU DESIGN. 
BENDIX ELEMENT 
FILTERS OUT ALL 
DIRT AND WATER. 


View-All 


FILTER 
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FILTER 


4.25 
List 
VA-4 for 1⁄4” lines 

7 V A-5 for 5/16” lines 
JUST UNSCREW 16” 
ENDS TO CLEAN ELEMENT VA-6 for %” lines 


cum ሯ= (> 


Ask your Dealer or Send 25¢ for Catalog & Decal. 
ALONDRA, INC. 826 W. HYDE PK. INGLEWOOD, CA 90302 


SU 
COLOR CATALOG 


Save money! Top quality 
motor cycle and high speed 
clothing with carriage paid 
dollar prices clearly 

marked. 


clothing 


designed with 
you in mind! 


* highly-rigid, glass reinforced 
TEKSIL material 


* aerodynamic styling with support 
wings 

* integral-mounted anti-glare shield 
* 


for instruments 

new universal bracket system for 

four-point mounting to all 350 

CC UP 
Stability even at high speeds! Com- 
plete with running lights & turn sig- 
nals, mounting brackets, instructions 
and high or low polycarbonate wind- 
shield. Available in black or white. 
Specify color. 


Send Check or M.O. To: 


TECNIK INTERNATIONAL 


22947 Rasch Dr., Mt. Clemens, Mich. 48043 





GEN U I 


BMW PARTS 
20% OF CURRENT 


DEALER LIST 
Price List upon request. 


Parts shipped anywhere. 


sat ON CAPITAL CYCLE 


P= M 


2328 CHAMPLAIN ST., N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009 
202/387-7360 





D. Lewis, the world’s largest mail order motor cycle 
specialists offer you fine quality at 
dollar saving prices. Huge stock ensures rapid delivery. 
Buy direct from the most famous suppliers of them all. 
Send $1.00 for your copy of ‘‘The Colourful World of 
Lewis Leathers”. 
14 day express service on Lewis Leathers CUSTOM 
MADE racing clothing and motor cycle jackets and 
jeans. Huge range of exciting colours now available. 


A must for all motor cycle sports. 


Top stars and riders all over the 
world ride in Lewis Leathers. 


! To: D. LEWIS LTD. (Dept. CW), 124 Great Portland 
: Street, London, W1A 2DL, England. 


| Please send new catalogue by return. | enclose $1.00. 
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MOTORGYGLE 
GMESSIONS 


Continued from page 63 


stroke machines off the market - for 
street use. The only question is time. If 
a stringent emission standard is imposed 
in two or three years, the manufacturers 
of two-stroke motorcycles and their 
dealers will be in big trouble. However, 
if a stringent motorcycle emission 
standard is postponed for five to seven 
years, then the manufacturers have a 
chance of converting to four-stroke en- 
gines. Even so, conversion will be very 
expensive, and many buyers may leave 
the motorcycle market. 

Does all of this give you a helpless 
feeling that big government is taking 
over? Everyone wants clean air, but 
there are some real questions about the 
contribution of motorcycles to air pol- 
lution in California and even more on a 
national basis. If you don't want two- 
stroke motorcycles regulated off the 
street market, there are things you can 
do about it. 

The first thing to do is join the 
American Motorcycle Association. It is 
not just for competition riders. You can 
be an “Enthusiast” member for only $8 
per year. The AMA testifies on your 
behalf for more reasonable motorcycle 
laws and regulations. They testified be- 
fore CARB in defense of two-stroke 
motorcycles. You know how effective 
the Sierra Club is in environmental 
legislation and litigation. The AMA and 
the Sierra Club both have the same 
number of members in the U.S., about 
140,000. The difference is that Sierra 
Club members are activists. They write 
letters, and they testify before legisla- 
tures and other government com- 
missions. They get involved. 

You can get involved, too. There's no 
magic required to speak or write effec- 
tively to legislators. In fact, people who 
speak or write in plain English some- 
times have great impact on government 
hearings. These proceedings usually are 
filed with bureaucratic double talk. 
Here are some suggestions for letter 
writing: Find the names and addresses 
of your Congressmen and your state 
legislators from your local librarian. 
Borrow a typewriter since it is difficult 
to read handwriting. Be respectful, not 
abusive. Give some facts and figures. 
Humor helps get their attention. Suggest 
alternatives; you p.obably know about 
some factories, furnaces, or burning 
dumps in your neighborhood that need 
better air pollution control. Legislators 
respond to voters. After all, it's you 
who keeps them in office. If a legislator 
gets a few dozen letters on a particular 
subject, he pays attention. It's surprising 
what an impact you can have on the 
future of motorcycling. 
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WHEN YOU'VE RACED WITH AN AMA 
NATIONAL NUMBER FOR THE 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON FACTORY, WON GOLD 
MEDALS AT ISDT QUALIFIERS, AND ARE A 
MOTORCYCLE TECHNICAL WIZARD, WHAT 
DO YOU DO FOR FUN ON WEEKENDS? 


If you're Walt Fulton, CYCLE 
WORLD's Technical Editor (the 
description fits damn few others), 
you compete in enduros and 
motocross or take long road rides 
with your girlfriend. 

Few professional riders can 
boast of their all-around riding ability 
more than Walt. He wouldn't 
though. Like all really good riders, 
he is pretty modest about it. 





Walt is seen a lot in CYCLE 
WORLD. He's usually crossed-up in 
midair, sliding at a crazy angle, 
pulling an awesome wheelie at 80 
mph on a superbike, or WFO at the 
drag strip. Or maybe you'll only 
see his hands, installing a piston, 
filing an axle spacer or doing 
something else in one of his techni- 
cal features. Versatility is his 
first suit. 

What would a guy like Walt 


advise someone who's going riding? 





Wear a helmet, goggles or face 
shield and good protective clothing. 
Check your bike over from one 

end to the other. Check chain ten- 





sion, see that vital nuts and bolts 
are tight (use a locking liquid 
on them), look for cracks in cases 
around bolt holes, make certain that 
the swinging arm pivot and axles 
are not worn or loose, and don't 
forget that tires don't work too well 
without air in them. While looking 
at the rims and tires, check to see if 
the tube has shifted on the rim and 
whether the rim locks are tight... 
if you use them. 

Not exactly a technical treatise, 
considering that he is CYCLE 
WORLD's Technical Editor. ‘‘Peep- 


ers'' is long on action and short 


on words. More importantly, what he 


has to say in CYCLE WORLD is 
right to the point. It's factual and 
reflects his long experience as a 
professional motorcycle racer and 


tuner/mechanic, and his experience 


and insight as a motorcycle jour- 
nalist with several years' experience. 

Read along with Walt each 
month. Who knows, you just might 
learn something. We're sure you'll 
have fun trying. 





Experience makes 
the difference 
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The 
“Encyclopedia” 
of 
Dirt Riding 





A comprehensive “how to” 
guide that takes you from the 
ground up and shows you 
everything you need to know 
to “do it right”... whether 
you're into motocross, enduro 
or cow trailing! 


The ultimate book on dirt riding — for 
both novice and "'pro''! Riding the Dirt 
covers the entire spectrum of this bone- 
crunching, pulse-pounding sport. 
Through 187 photos and illustrations 
and over 220 pages of text, the author 
gives you all the information you need 
to get more enjoyment, and better per- 
formance, from your bike. Provides you 
with tips on how to prepare and main- 
tain your bike...improve your moto- 


cross and enduro techniques . . . build 
your bod into top riding shape . . . stock 
up on the right gear . . . load and trans- 


port your bike and more. Including 
riding advice straight from pros Joel 
Robert, Gary Bailey, Skip Van Leeuwen 
and Malcolm Smith! It's all there in 
Riding the Dirt, and it's all yours for just 
$6.95 when you mail the coupon below. 
Mail to: Cycle World 

Reader Service 

P.O. Box 5755 

Terre Haute, Indiana 47805 





យ Please send me one copy of Riding 
the Dirt. | enclose a check or money 
order for $6.95. 


រ 
[ 
រ 
រ 
| 
1 
| 
1 
| 
1 
I 
| would like two copies @ $6.00 
រ 
រ 
រ 
រ 
រ 
រ 
រ 
[ 
រ 
រ 














each. (| save $1.90.) Enclosed is my 
check or money order for $12.00 . 


Name 

Address 
City 
State 
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THE GODFATHER 


Continued from page 82 


He did not show anger, but from the 
slow, deliberate way he phrased his 
words, I could tell he was feeling it. 
"Before the world's critics are so quick 
to criticize," he said, “perhaps they'd 
like to try my job for a season. Or even 
a month. I mean it. I'd be happy to let 
them try. I'd welcome a short respite 
from the pressures of big business and 
world competition. 

"What some people don't realize," 
Schick continued, “‘is that going to the 
races is like a vacation for me. It’s the 
least of my worries." 

And then he gave me a word picture 
of his job that few people who see him 
only at the races are aware of. It's a 
go-go-go world of seven-day work weeks 
back at Yamaha, of fighting the inevita- 
ble internal corporate battles of budget, 
and personnel, and still running his 
department. Planning for the next rac- 
ing season begins in September, and so 
does preparation of contracts, budgets, 
schedules and logistics. Moving masses 
of people and large quantities of equip- 
ment back and forth across the nation, 
as well as halfway around the world to 
various races, is exhausting. Squeezing 
the last nickel out of a corporate budget 
and making it pay accounts for much of 
the gray in Pete Schick's hair. 

Schick is well versed in the tech- 
niques required to put forth a winning 
effort. His background in motor sports 
competition is extensive, and he has 
been actively involved in motorcycling 
for more than two decades. He also 
built and raced his own drag strip 
machines in Northern California and 
raced sports cars. He was born in Lock- 
port, New York, but reared in Califor- 
nia. During his college days at Northern 
California's San Jose State, he thought 
about a career in medicine, then lost 
interest after passing a summer as a 
hospital intern. He opted for a business 
degree instead. Before joining Yamaha 
in 1964, he worked for Standard Oil of 
California. "Me and 500 other bright 
young guys all making $600 a month 
and thrashing it out trying to fight to 
the top of the corporation. I hated it." 

Today Schick seems to have the 
knack for hiring the right people and 


getting them working together as a 
team. It's that simple. He says he 
borrows the philosophy of Roger 


Penske and George Bignotti of Indianap- 
olis 500 fame. That philosophy seems to 
be: hire the best, and keep them happy 
by paying them well. 

aking sure the Team Yamahas 

are fine-tuned and get to the 

races on time is only part of 
Schick's job. Like a boxing manager, or 
the owner of a savage breed of racing 
cars called sprint cars, Pete Schick likes 
to keep his riders: Roberts, Romero and 





1975 
supercycles 


Be the first to see ‘em... 
"ride" 'em...read all about'em! 


Get the jump off the line when it comes 
to knowing the new bikes! Our special 
Buyer's Guide gives you the total low 
down on everything from new cafe 
racers to mean motocrossers to gutsy 
enduros. Includes: 3 giant comparison 
tests; 12 grueling road tests; plus — per- 
formance graphs, photos, in-depth 
specs. Everything you need to size up 
the coming competition, and find a bike 
to beat it! 200 pages; S2.00 per copy 
when you mail the coupon below. 


CYCLE WORLD 
P.O. Box 5755, Terre Haute,Ind. 47805 


Please send me copv(ies) of your 
1975 ROAD TEST ANNUAL and 
BUYER'S GUIDE @ $2.00 each. | am 
enclosing payment in the form of a 
check or money order. 

Name 
Address 
City 
State 
Total copies ordered: — 














Total cost: 








—Á————— ኡመ ።። e 4 
| 


SUBSCRIBER SERVICE For prompt service 
include the addressed label when writing 
about your subscription 


| 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS | 


១ខ១១១១១០១១១០១១១១០១១១១១០១១១ 
e 





ce > 2 = . 
ន ፳፪ ጃሸ 8: : 
@ | o! €. e 
| | . 
| | ទះ : 
| . 
ut : 
o? . 
. . 
| | 21 ፥ 
| | D ° . 
| | . 
m zs ះ 
eo . . 
8 xs ለከርዘ ,.፡ 
o . 
| ቭ 2 5 LABEL * 
| E! [em V. 
យ = 
A 8. HERE : 
=| s 7 
ae ១ 
D> . 
. . 
| . ១ 
N) > . . 
oc o . . 
ក : : 
&| 2 bd 5 
| . . 
e . 
. e 
*«099000000000000090 


TO SUBSCRIBE 

Mail this form with 

your payment with check: 

[ | new subscription 

[ | renew my present 
subscription 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

U.S. and possessions only 

៣ 1 year $8.98 


If you're moving, please | 
let us know eight weeks 
before changing your ad- | 
dress. If you have a | 
question about your sub- | 
scription, place your | 
magazine address label | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


2 years 16. — here and clip this form 
C] Payment [] Bill me — to your letter. 
enclosed later DCA5 


MAIL TO: Cycle World 
545 Parkhurst Ave., Marion, Ohio 43302 








Castro fine-tuned as well. He likes to get 
inside their heads and learn what makes 
them tick. 

He believes he knows them well, 
these superstars he calls his "kids." 

"Kenny," he says, “‘won’t let you 
break into his thoughts before a race. 
He's an excellent listener, though. And 
although he gives the impression of 
being extremely nonchalant, he's actu- 
ally tighter than a tick. He likes to take 
a corner on a road course and diagram it 
in his mind the way we used to diagram 
sentences in English class. He's also 
super-easy on equipment. In a race he 
doesn't like any fancy pit signals or 
anything like that. All business, is what 
Kenny is. 

“Gene,” Schick continued, “you 
need to keep your eye on before the 
start of a race. He gets awfully keyed 
up. You need to talk to him, keep him 
happy. But once the race starts, Gene’s 
your old steady veteran. He’s cautious 
in the beginning—knowing that’s when 
most accidents happen. He’s learned 
that through experience. But once he 
settles down and gets running, his lap 
times get faster and faster. He finishes 
harder than any rider out there." 

And Don Castro? 

“Donnie is awfully high-strung. He's 
a top rider, an outstanding rider, one of 
the best that the U.S. has, but has 
almost no self-confidence. I don’t know 
why that is. Donnie is a guy who always 
needs encouraging.” 

The slightly-built Castro breaks easily 
too—Schick learned that fact last year at 
a dirt track race near San Diego, Califor- 
nia. Castro fell and badly damaged his 
knees. He missed four months worth of 
races and still wasn’t fully healed when 
he did return. His accident brought 
about the edict from Schick and Ya- 
maha that team members no longer 
were to compete in so-called “lollipop 
races" with small purses and no Na- 
tional significance. At that, Schick 
could have replaced the injured Castro 
on the team with a healthy rider, as 
Norton-Triumph did this year to injured 
Mike Kidd. But Schick refused. “I 
couldn't do that to Donnie,” he said. 

Team Yamaha survived 1974 without 
Castro and still won the manufacturers' 
championship, but whether they would 
have been able to without Kenny Rob- 
erts is doubtful. And so it is whispered 
in racing that Roberts is Pete Schick's 
security blanket, and that if Roberts 
should ever leave Yamaha, Schick's own 
job would be in jeopardy because 
Yamaha would stop winning. 

There's no denying that Schick likes 
to keep close tabs on Roberts at all 
times, and even something so minor as a 
sprained thumb—which Roberts suf- 
fered while racing in England last 
winter—can alarm Schick. 

And then there was the Italian epi- 


(Continued on page 106) 
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ORDER YOUR IRON-ON 
TRANSFERS DIRECT 
FROM THIS AD — 
MANY MORE IN OUR 
BIG CATALOG. 

Sticker City has all 

the wildest most col- 
orful iron-on transfers 
you could want. Cata- 
log includes patches, 
racing decals and 

much more! 
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STICKER CITY DEPT cw 
Box 24660, Los Angeles, CA 90024 


Rush me the iron-on transfers l've circled above, plus 
my complete Catalog. | enclose $1.00 for each transfer. 
SPECIAL OFFER — 6 for $4.95! 


Add 35¢ postage & handling. 
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NO WAITING — we rush រ 
your order by First Class Name 
Mui de day we get your Address | 
City State Zip " 
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FAMILY MOTORCYCLE RIDING AT ሟ 
75 MILES OF SCENIC TRAILS IN- RK ጩ 
CLUDING VALLEYS, RAIN CAN- 

MOUS MATTERHORN. 

WORLD FAMOUS INTERNATIONAL MOTOCROSS COURSE, AND 
MX COURSE. 

ALARGE WELL STOCKED PARTS STORE & A MOTORCYCLE RENTAL 
UNDER SPREADING OAK AND SYCAMORE TREES. HOME OF THE 
YEARLY TRANS-AMA MOTOCROSS FINALE AND INTERNA- 
PICTURED ABOVE, WELCOMES YOU TO OUR FA- (eX 
CILITY AND WISHES YOU A SAFE AND HAPPY = 

(Send 50° for brochure & decal) 


ITS BEST. OVER 600 ACRES AND 

YONS, SAND WASHES, FABULOUS HILLCLIMB AREAS AND THE INFA- 
MANY OTHER RACING TRACKS FEATURING THE ALL NEW BICYCLE 
DEPARTMENT, OFFERING POPULAR LATE MODEL CYCLES. PICNIC 
TIONAL OBSERVED TRAILS COMPETITION. OUR STAFF, 

MOTORCYCLE DAY!! 
"SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA'S FINEST MOTORCYCLE PLAYGROUND" 





OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - (714) 639-5832 - RENTALS (714) 997-2210 
2501 SANTIAGO CYN. RD. - P.O. BOX 2455 - ORANGE CA 92669 
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Florida 
Cycie Supply 


Vacuum -Gauge Set 


This guage set is designed for use on 
Honda and Kawasaki 4-cylinder engines 
to synchronize carburetors. It is a must to 
insure that each carburetor throttle plate 
is properly synchronized. 

Specifications: 4-vacuum gauges, 
2%"' diameter calibrated 0-28" of mer- 
cury and 0-700mm Hg for vacuum-4 
metric carburetor adapters and 4 control- 
lable dampening valves. Dealers only. 

P.O. Box 5245 
Jacksonville, Florida 32216 
904/733-3363 


Get Peak Performance 
From Your Cycle 


Amazing New Spark Plug Cleaner 


VIS Wet * Rugged 12,000-RPM motor— 

aM Any Plugs into any household outlet 

DES UIE » No compressed air or batteries 

NaS * Comes with glass bead abrasive 
to clean 250 plugs. Additional 

Cleans any plug beads readily available 

in seconds! E 


DEPT. cw-11 
760 North Marshall Ave.El Cajon, CA. 92020 


Name 
Address 
City 
Stale. — — — Zi ————— —— 
plus $1.55 shipping & 
handling. California res- 
idents add state sales tax. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
or return within 30 days for refund. 
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THE GODFATHER 


Continued from page 105 


sode during last year’s Imola 200-mile 
race. At 3 a.m. on race morning Schick 
was awakened by Roberts, Romero and 
the British rider Barry Sheene pounding 
on his hotel door. Kel Carruthers was 
with them. Carruthers looked grim, but 
the three riders were giggling. Schick 
looked closer and saw that all three 
were sopping wet and disheveled. And 
they were giggling because they were in 
shock. 

Roberts nodded for Carruthers to tell 
Schick what had happened. Roberts had 
gone and gotten Carruthers first so that 
Kel would be the one to have to break 
the news to Pete. 

The news was that the Fiat rental car 
in which Roberts, Romero and Sheene 
had been driving—and which had been 
leased in the name of Yamaha’s Euro- 
pean race chief Rod Gould—was at that 
moment under four feet of water in an 
Imola canal. 

While out joy-riding, one of the 
trio—no one would say who was driv- 
ing—had lost control and flipped the 
little car into the drink. Once in the 
water, the three riders had to swim for 
their lives. 

Schick wanted to blow his stack. 
Instead he counted to 10. “All three of 
those idiots could have been wiped out 
in the deal," he said. ''What they'd 
done, fooling around like that, was 
insane. But I couldn't stay mad at them. 
They were laughing and carrying on, but 
it was all an act. Underneath it all, they 
were scared to death." 

And then he learned that Roberts' 
helmet, boots, gloves and racing leathers 
were still locked up in the Fiat's trunk. 
Schick decided to teach Roberts a les- 
son. “I took the little boy out there 
again and made him go back down into 
that dirty murky harbor water, open the 
trunk, and get his leathers. He came up 
gasping for air. Did he learn a lesson 
from it? I hope so." 

As long as Team Yamaha continues 
to win races, Pete Schick stays happy. 
But 1975 has so far been rugged. Schick 
lost his star motocrosser, Karsmakers, to 
Honda when Honda offered more 
money. Corporate budget slashes forced 
the dissolution of Yamaha’s dirt track 
team, and Romero and Castro were 
contracted for road races only. Only 
Kenny Roberts was left as a fully-spon- 
sored Yamaha racer, and in July, follow- 
ing a spill at Castle Rock, Washington, 
Roberts had dropped more than 200 
points behind Gary Scott in the annual 
chase for Number One. 

And yet Schick seemed confident 
that he could regroup, keep his Yamaha 
racing team going and start winning 
again. And who would doubt him? He’s 
The Godfather. 
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SPISCOUNTSS 


ON ALL AVAILABLE MODELS 


we will shipANVWHERE 


NOW you too can take advantage of big 
city savings without traveling miles. Call 
or write today for details. 









*F.O.B. Huntington Beach, Ca. Subject 
to state and local taxes, fees, license, etc. 
All prices subject to change without 
prior written notice. 
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OC HONDA 


7911 WARNER AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA. 92647 


(714) 842-5533 


CYCLE 
WORLD 


BINDERS 
Make it Easy 
to Save Back Issues 


៣ Lets you enjoy all the articles in Cycle World 
again and again. Keeps copies neat and fresh. . . 
makes a handsome addition to any bookshelf. [] 
Finished in black with gold printing. 


Two for $10.95- Three for $15.50 
$5.95 each 
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CYCLE WORLD 
INTERNATIONAL 
MOTOCROSS 


FINAL EVENT 


Sanctioned by The American 


Motorcycle Association and The 
Federation Internationale 


Motorcycliste. 


AMA INTERNATIONAL 


MOTOCROSS SERIES. 


TRANS 


30 


Europes finest riders from the 
25Occ and 5OO cc world 





SUNDAY 


NOVEMBER 


Phone (714) 639-5832 for 
information and details. 


championship classes competing 


against Americas best. 


SADDLEBACK 


PARK 


Sponsored by CycleWorld magazine. 


$18,000 purse. 


| 
| 
| 
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BRASS TRAIL BIKE GIFT 


+ WAND CRAFTED 

© SOLID STAINLESS STEEL AND BRASS 
* APPROX ៖ INCHES LONG 

:80 000 ORDERS 

ወ SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


CALIF RESIDENTS ADD 90 cents 
SALES TAT 


+ SPEEDY DELIVERY 


መጋ 





THOMPSON DESIGNS 
1070 AMEND ST., PINOLE, CALIF. 94564 


J————————————— 


HONDA, YAMAHA & D 
Parts Warehouse 


Any part or accessory for street, mx 
or enduro. Dealers & repair shops 
welcome. Wholesale & Retail. 


Riff's Cycle Center, Inc. 


Rt. 1, Langhorne, PA 19047 215-752-0243 


Road Rider 


The only motorcycle magazine 
published solely for the touring 
rider. $10.00 for 12 issues, or 
send $1.00 for a sample copy 
to: P.O. Box 678, Dept. W, 
South Laguna, CA 92677 
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REAL SWITCHBLADE... 
9 INCHES LONG 


11፲08.-- 
rust a= 


COMB! 











T ‘SNAP’ 


ORDER NOW 
WHILE THEY’RE STILL LEGAL 
This is a REAL SWITCHBLADE, The blade is a COMB!!! 
Terrific GIFT item. Novel and Practical. Protects comb in 
pocket. Fine tooth comb is GREAT for sideburns and Mus- 
tache too! Satisfaction is Guaranteed. Complete with Lock. 
Only 4.95 + 50¢ Postage. TWO for 10.00 postpaid. 


S&W KNIFE CO. BOX 35246 Cw ,CHICAGO, IL. 60635 


HONDA PARTS 
YOU CAN'T FIND TRY 
SPRING BRANCH HONDA 


9702 Old Katy Rd., Dept. CW, Houston, 
TX 77055 Ph. (713) 464-6205 
Give: Model Year, Frame, Eng. No. — Powroll 
Yoshimura — Honda Speed Parts 






& handling. California 
residents add 6% 

sales tax. Dealer 
inquiries invited. 


2422 E. Huntington Dr. 
Duarte, Calif. 91010 









McLaughlin Motors 


THE FINEST MOTORCYCLE CLOTHING 
IN THE WORLD 
f គ The finest custom 

anglils made leathers for 
the pleasure or 

father sport rider. 
Factory direct only. 
Catalog available. 

2443 S.E. DIVISION, PORTLAND, ORE. 97202 

Uwe Sey Geer ae ១ Accessories * Repair 

Manuals Foreign & Domestic 
M/C from “A” to “Z”. 280 page 

catalog $3.95. Manual list 30ዕ. 

x ፖ MOTORCYCLE SUPPLY 
TRIANGLE 6016 w. Diversey Ave. 
Chicago, lll. 60639 
n = 


24 Hr. Tel. Ser. CALL កន 237-1117 


HONDA PARTS 


ONE DAY MAIL WORLDWIDE 


State: Model No., year, frame & engine nos. 


VESPA-HONDA 


P. 0. Box 420070, Miami, Fla. 33142 - (305) 634-4582 
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CALL 
TOLL FREE 


FROM ANYWHERE in U.S.A. 





24 HOUR MAIL UPS SERVICE 
on all HONDA PARTS 
NO RIP-OFF 


State Honda Model No.. 
Year, Frame No., Eng. No. 


1845 LINDEN BLVD.. BKLYN, 11207 
N.Y. State Call: 212/257-0230 Collect 


S € HONDA 


BUG COLLECTORS umm mum mm mm uuum 
STOP plucking bugs from your 


eyeballs! These cycle riders' sun- 

` glasses give full coverage, and 
, come with cable earpieces so they 

can't fall off! Adjustable triple- 

braced metal frames, impact-resis- 

tant optical glass lens in choice of 


yellow, green, or grey. Carrying case included. Fast delivery. If 


A 





not satisfied, eum within 30 days for full refund. Send $5.95 
for 1, $9.95 for 2, or $13.95 for 3 pairs. Postpaid. For Air-Mail 
add .50 per pair. "Foreign orders add .80 per pair. 


HIDALGO SUPPLY CO. Dept. CW 
= 11505 Chimney Rock Rd., Houston, Texas 77035 ™ 


WE MAIL 


Norion) 2:6 


E WILL SHIP 
ANYWHERE IMMEDIATELY 
* SUPER BIKES.INC. 
3441 S.W. ARCHER RD. 
GAINESVILLE, FLA,32608  (904)377-6901 


BSA Parts 


Kawasaki Parts 


SHIPPED SAME DAY 
NORFOLK Box 81, Rte 1A 
MOTORCYCLES Norfolk, MA 02056 
Call (617) 384-7555 













HONDA PARTS 


ONE DAY MAIL WORLDWIDE 
State: Model No., year, frame, & engine nos. 
COMPLETELY NEW 80 PAGE PARTS-ACCESSORY CATALOG 
Send 60¢ postage & handling ($1.50 air) 


HONDA of MINEOLA 


336 Jericho Tpke., Mineola, N.Y. 11501 e (516) 248-5558 











N-DURO SPECIALTIES, P.O. BOX 212, 


ERYTHING BUT MUD 


FOR THE ENDURO RIDER 


SEND 25¢ FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 
MAULDIN, S.C. 29662 


Help your Heart... 
Help your Heart Fund D 








HORSEPOWER TO WIN 


Cams — Racing 

Valve Springs 

Sportster — Honda — 
Kawasaki 21 etc. 


RAVESI 
RACING CAMS 


Wyman Road 
Billercla Mass. 0182 
617-663-3733 
5669 se for Catalog 




















. Easton, Pa. 


CLASSIFIED 


INDIVIDUAL RATE: $10.00 for 25 words; $25.00 for 25 words and picture; .50 for each additional 


word. No ) charge for name and address. 





COMMERCIAL ADVERTISERS: $20.00 for 25 words; .60 for each additional word. No pictures. No 


charge for name and address. 





Payment must accompany orders. No commissions, frequency rates or discounts allowed. Deadline 
for copy is the 15th of the month, 3 months preceding cover date (i.e., August issue deadline, May 
15th). Mail to: P.O. Box 1757, Newport Beach, Ca. 92663. 





LARGE STOCK of Yamaha, Norton, Mon- 
tessa, Triumph, BSA, Lucas and Amal parts 
1969 thru 1971 liquidated at factory cost. 
Dealers write to: PAE Inc., P.O. Box 7207, 
Panama 5, Rep. of Panama. 


CYCLE TIRES. American made. Universal, 
Motocross, Street, Rib. Lowest prices. Fast 
delivery anywhere in U.S. Send for FREE 
price list. Dealers send request on letter- 
head. M. E. MILLER TIRE CO., R. 5, Box 
223, Wauseon, Ohio 43567. 


MOTORCYCLE FRANCHISE OPPORTUNITY. 
Move into the profit filled enthusiast market 
with a Benelli motorcycle franchise. Select- 
ed trading areas are now open throughout 
the U.S. and Canada. 

As a Benelli dealer, you can benefit from 
seling an established, unique, full line of 
quality motorcycles (including the fabulous 
Benelli 750 six cylinder). You can also ben- 
efit from strong national advertising, expert 
service training, and instant parts avail- 
ability. : 

Your initial investment in a Benelli fran- 
chise is only a fraction of that required by 
other full line franchises. Write or call to- 
day for further information on this valua- 
ble opportunity. BENELLI COSMOPOLITAN 
MOTORS INC., Hatboro, Pa. 19040. Phone 
215/672- 9100. 


HONDA MOTORCYCLES AND PARTS are 
cheaper in Center, Texas. When ordering 
parts please give us Model, Year, Frame 
Number and Engine number. HAYDEN 
HONDA, P.O. Box 829, Center, TX 75935. 
713-598-2230 and 598-2322. 


ROAD RACERS & CAFE RACERS. Seeley 
frames for Honda 750, TZ250/350, Kawa- 
saki H1R, Triumph 3 cyl. Read-Titan prod- 
ucts. John Tickle Racing equipment. Finest 
quality on the market. Catalog $2.00. ROSS- 
SEELEY RACING CO., Mont Vernon St., 
Milford, N.H. 03055. 


RIDING LEATHER. Finest quality leather 
motorcycle jackets, shirts, pants, belts, 
boots, gloves, helmets, raingear accesso- 
ries. World's lowest prices, immediate de- 
livery. Catalog 25 cents. HERM’S LEATHER- 
TOGS, Dept. CW, 701 Northampton Ct., 
18042. 


WANTED: Kawasaki parts for: 25000 ል1 
and A1R, 35000 A7 and A1RA Road Racers, 
even wrecks. Also: 350 Bridgestone GTR 
engine parts. JOHN GUEDY, 68-174th St., 
Flushing, NY 11365. 


























1970 BULTACO METRALLA. Runs, but 
needs work. PHIL DUCOTE, Rt 1, Box 566, 
Cottonport, LA 71327. 


“Childrens Letter from Santa Claus" Send 
$2.00, Childs name, address to Letters, P.O. 
Box 2635, Anaheim, Ca. 92804. 


Royal Enfield 750 parts. Ex-dealer's com- 
prehensive inventory. Only $1500. Less than 
Yo cost. H.R. Levinson, Box 441, Orinda, 
Ca. 94563. 











Indian - Harley - Norton - Triumph - AJS - - 
Simplex. List your needs. Bill McMenamy, 
3560 Haig Ave., Apt. Z4, Santa Clara, Ca. 
95050. (415) 969-9841. 





YANKEE 500 Z Classic. Factory one-off 
special. Staggered firing, nickel frame, cus- 
tom porting, carbs, exhaust, paint, etc. Ab- 
solute mint condition. Faultless running and 
handling. $2600. Contact PAUL KASTRI- 
ADES, 1693 Dockside Lane, Camarillo, Ca. 
93010. (805) 484-3320 PU Photo Oct. 








INDIAN 1941 Model 841, Shaftdrive. Better 
than new condition, Sammy Pierce rebuilt 
45, and “Indian Tires." Beautiful red and 
black. Manuals included. $3,000 or best 
offer. GARY GARCIA, 22638 S. Airport Way, 
Manteca, Ca. 95336. 


JEEPS $60. 00. . TYPEWRITER $4.00. 
Boats, guns, cars, motorcycles — all at a 
fraction of their cost! These are typical gov- 
ernment surplus bargains. For information 
on how and where to buy surplus in your 
area, send $1.50. COUNTRY GIFTS, 717 
Main St., Dept. A, Bennington, VT 05201. 





ORIGINAL MATCHLESS GAS-TANK DE- 
CALS: $4.00 pair, or two pairs $6.50. 
Wanted: Matchless or AJS in original con- 
dition, also need spares and literature. G. 
SHEA, P.O. Box 513, El Toro, Ca. 92630. 
(714) 837-4471. 








3 Rail Motorcycle Trailer. Amazing new 
design! Bolts together—No welding needed 
— Inexpensive & easy to build from scrap 
metal — Plans & patterns only $5.95 ppd. 
Order yours today — Send check, money 
order to C. Hiett — Box 177 — Lakewood, 
Ca. 90714. 


Illustration by Carlos Aldana 











Sak Vac MOLD 


51 D CAST, Screen Print 


Make it yourself! 1000 profit angles. Packaging, signs, stick- 
ers, magnetics, rubber cast, metallics products for pennies. 
Models, parts, trim, logos, molds, statues, plaques, machines, 
materials, instructions. Low volume prices. Free information. 
Write: NATIONWIDE, Dept.BA 4200 Panamint, Los 


Angles, California 90065. 


LAZI Mail Order Service 


Worldwide 
New York's Leading 
BSA and Triumph Dealer 


11 1 Sunrise Highway 
Ania. ዘሃ 170: CYCLE CITY Inc. 


OYAL (213) 286- 2550 
NFIELD + 


Mail Order Parts, Shop Manuals, etc. 
Largest Stock in U.S.A. — Tell us your needs today! 
304 Agostino Rd., San Gabriei, Ca. 91776 


TW SEASSIN T 


Counteracts throttle spring tension. 
Ends forearm fatigue safely. 












Mounts easily inside most 
7/8" handlebars. 

Money back 

guarantee. 


$8.95 PPD. 

Info on request. 

Dealers inquire, 

Give make & model cycle. 
CMB MFG. CO. DEPT. C 
BOX 57, TEMPE, AZ. 85281 


MOTORCYCLING 
BOOKS & POSTERS 


Send 50¢ for brochure & sample poster 
BAGNALL PUBLISHING CO. 
Box 507-B 
Lake Arrowhead / Calif.'92352 


DUNSTALL GOODIES 
NORTON—HONDA 
KAWASAKI—YAMAHA 
All-inclusive catalog of hundreds of 
chopper, touring & repair parts—$1. 


CHARIOT CYCLE LTD. 


Box 3534, Station "B" 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R2W 3R4 


MANUALS FOR ALL BIKES 


Tune it, fix it, service it right. Choose from 
biggest manual selection in country. One for 
just about every American, British, Japanese, 
German or Italian bike made in last 25 years. 
Send today for FREE catalog. CARBOOKS, 
INC., Dept. 20 181 Glen Ave., Sea Cliff, 
N.Y. 11579 


Pacts! TOLL-FREE EE Pap 
Sita 


PAC SERV. 


SNO lcg 
800-423-5662 N 
Fon HONDA & KAWASAKI AT MEN 
SAVINGS. B OF A, MASTE 
CHARGE ACCEPTED ORDERS FILLED IN ነማ HRS. 
Allyn's Honda/Kawasaki 259 N. Maclay 


San Fernando, Calif. 
















FORKING BY FRANK 


Fine fork tubes, springs, cables, 
collars, crowns, braces, trees. 
Any length tubes for any bike. 


One piece tubes that fit, precision 
machined from tested best steel. 
Easy to install, complete kits, 
work like stock tubes. See our 
coast-to-coast dealers or write: 


947 Pitner = 
ፎህ8በ510በ,|||,60202 ሾቹ 


FRANK 
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Triple trees tell truth. 
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1976 Moto Guzzi 850T/3 


An Extra Measure of Safety. 


Moto Guzzi. Its reputation is well earned. Beauty, re- 
liability, handling and lots of power for the open road. 
But now there's more! 


With the introduction of the 850-T/3 for 1976, Moto Guzzi 
designers have engineered an exclusive triple-disc, pat- 
ented integral braking system for an extra measure of 
safety. 


Just apply the foot brake and the left front disc and the 
rear disc automatically actuate with a built-in balance 
feeding the proper proportion of pressure to bring you to 
a steady, even stop. Or, if you prefer, the handbrake 
can be used to apply the right front disc. 






Add this unique feature to the smooth ride of Guzzi's 
maintenance-free shaft drive and dependable V-twin en- 
gine, now equipped with a replaceable, cartridge oil 
filter, special air filter and many other improvements. 
You've got an outstanding mount, ready for in-town 
maneuverability or highway cruising comfort. 


Test ride the new Moto Guzzi 850 T/3 soon at your near- 
est authorized dealer and compare its long list of bene- 
fits. We think you'll agree that it offers the safety, design 
and super-smooth ride for devouring the miles in con- 
fidence...and style! 


PREMIER MOTOR CORP. /Hasbrouck Heights, N.J. 07604 


Exclusive Distributor for U.S. & Canada 



















Famous Bates Cycolac y” K | 
Bags in blacisor white Each Raining Custom fitted chrome-Rack. | 
plus striping. With stop, is custom fitted Backrest pads etc. available. 
tail and turn light. to look right... Works with any Bates Saddlebag. | 
work right. 1 
ga Wide range of | 
" models and 








colors. / 


Fiberglass Tote Box fits 
any rack. Holds two helmets. 
Comes with Backrest... 
many other features. 





Fill in the blanks 


All new 
Fiberglass 







in your life with ^: van 


colors, striping etc. Holds 


quality accessories" 
by 











If you or your cycle are not equipped with 
Bates, you're missing the pride and pleasure 
that come with owning the best. Miss no more. 
Bates has a hard-earned reputation for quality 
won over the past 25 years by persistent atten- 
swept back design tion to detail. That's why it's the brand you can 


_ Safety Bar and ន 
E acum buy with confidence. 




































































Mount together You fill in the blanks below and let Bates fill in 
or separately. the blanks in your life. solar green or clear. 
Fits most cycles. 
| 
Make and model of cycle ። Fiberglass Tote Box (comes with Backrest Pad) 
Color of Cycle—needed if ordering Custom Color—give official O Black OWhite O Custom Color ($15.00 8»)... ............›‹.. $ 
factory name D Std Size—$79.50 D King 8/2ፀ--589.50.......................›..›. 
Fairing—$89.50 O Black O White Gustom'Golor($15:00. extra) «usse $1 — Striping—$10.00 C Black. OWhite ፲ 6ዐሀ................›..›..›. 
Striping— $10.00 O Black White O Gold TIT TET a Custom Trim Rails (shown on Tote Box)—$9.95 pr ............,....... 
Riders Height________ Shield Color O Green O Clear O Luggage Rack (only)—$34.95 O Backrest—$14.95 O Pad—$14.95....... 
Cycolac Saddlebags O Black O White O Safety Bar—$29.95 ៣ Footpegs—$8.95 pr O Ride-Off Stand—$49.50.... 
With Rear Refl O Std Sz—$59.50 O King Sz—$69.50.......... Sa Plexiglas Shield (21'' width)—$37.95 O Clear O Green ...................-.- 
With 12v Light O Std Sz—$69.50 O King Sz—$79.50..... iy Paes Total "A ፊ፡9፡9፡፡: 9:88 cogi sta Biscotti) e e በህ ክሽ SORS CON GERE $ 
Striping—$15.00 pr O Black OWhite O Gold ............. : ጮሬ Plus Shipping & Insurance (10% or $10.00, whichever is less) ......:........... - 
Bag Mounts—$22.95 O Bag Guards—$24.95 . . mcm quud ee Total Amount Due O Check O Money Order enclosed for ...................- "5 
Fiberglass Saddlebags Send to: Accessory House, Box 1770-WE, Long Beach, Calif. 90801 
O Black (White O Custom Color ($25.00 extra) . TC V NAME 
With Rear Refl Std Sz—$109.50 [ር] King Sz—$119.50 ..... eee ee .-.። ADDRESS 











With 12v Light O Std Sz—$119.50 King Sz—$129.50 ; CITY, STATE, ZIP 
Striping—$15.00 pr O Black OQ White OGold ..................... TELEPHONE ( ) 
O Bag Mounts—$22 95 D Bag Guards—$24.95 ..............::- e SER CJ $2.00—Send me complete Bates Catalogs including Leather Samples 
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